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Introduction 
 

Women are mentioned in 58 of the 66 books of the Bible.  Sometimes similar to those of men 
and sometimes different, their roles are described as important. 
 
All verses quoted in this book that are taken from the King James Version of the Bible are 
followed by “KJV.”  All others are taken from the New International Version (NIV). 
 
It is always a good idea to read a verse in context, and I recommend that you read the chapter in 
which a verse is found, anytime you feel that context could clarify the meaning of a verse.  When 
I found that reading additional verses added to the meaning of verses included in this book, the 
reference to verses providing context have been included in brackets. 
 

Basic Teachings Unrelated to Gender 
 

It is important to note that basic teachings in the Bible apply to both men and women.  This is 
illustrated in the following verses, which refer to all people without reference to gender: 
  
So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the 
Prophets.  (Matthew 7:12)  [From The Sermon on the Mount, Matthew chapters 5 – 7.  See Matthew 
chapters 10, 13, 18, and 24-25 for the 4 other great discourses in Matthew.] 
 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life.  (John 3:16) 
 
My command is this:  Love each other as I have loved you.  (John 15:12) 
 
We know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the 
called according to his purpose. (Romans 8:28) 
 
For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor 
the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be 
able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  (Romans 8:38-39) 
 
For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and richly 
blesses all who call on him, 13 for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”  
(Romans 10:12-13) 
 
...I want you to be wise about what is good, and innocent about what is evil.  (Romans 16:19) 
 
However, as it is written:  “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God 
has prepared for those who love him”-- 10 but God has revealed it to us by his Spirit.  The Spirit 
searches all things, even the deep things of God.  (1 Corinthians 2:9-10)  [See 1 Corinthians 2:1-
16] 
 
Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit lives in you?  (1 
Corinthians 3:16) 
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Consider Abraham:  “He believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.”  7 
Understand, then, that those who believe are children of Abraham.  (Galatians 3:6-7)  [See 
Genesis 15:6] 
 
The entire law is summed up in a single command:  “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  
(Galatians 5:14) 
 
The acts of a sinful nature are obvious:  sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20 idolatry 
and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21 
and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like.  I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like 
this will not inherit the kingdom of God.  22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control.  Against such things 
there is no law.  (Galatians 5:19-23) 
 
For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15 from whom his whole family in heaven and on earth 
derives its name.  16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power 
through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith.  
And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have power, together with all 
the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know 
this love that surpasses knowledge--that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of 
God.  20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 
according to his power that is at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ 
Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever!  Amen.  (Ephesians 3:14-21) 
 
Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave 
you.  (Ephesians 4:32) 
 
So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, 7 rooted and built up 
in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.  8 See to 
it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on 
human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ.  (Colossians 2:6-8) 
 
Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful.  (Colossians 4:2) 
 
Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity.  6 Let your 
conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer 
everyone.  (Colossians 4:5-6) 
 
The goal of this command is love, which comes from a pure heart and a good conscience and a 
sincere faith.  (1 Timothy 1:5) 
 
Do not neglect your gift…15 Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to them, so that 
everyone may see your progress.  16 Watch your life and doctrine closely.  Persevere in them, 
because if you do, you will save both yourself and your hearers.  (1 Timothy 4:14-16) 
 
For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline.  
(2 Timothy 1:7) 
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In everything set them an example by doing what is good.  In your teaching show integrity, 
seriousness 8 and soundness of speech that cannot be condemned, so that those who oppose you 
may be ashamed because they have nothing bad to say about us.  (Titus 2:7-8) 
 
Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.  (Hebrews 11:1) 
 
And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.  
(Hebrews 13:16)  [See also 3 John 11] 
 
But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord.  Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone 
who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.  But do this with gentleness and 
respect, (1 Peter 3:15) 
 
Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins.  (1 Peter 4:8) 
 
This is the confidence we have in approaching God:  that if we ask anything according to his 
will, he hears us.  15 And if we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we know that we 
have what we asked of him.  (1 John 5:14-15) 
 

Sometimes Masculine Nouns and Pronouns Refer to Both Sexes 
 

From the time I first read the Bible I have assumed that, depending on context, masculine 
nouns and pronouns refer to males or to both sexes.  This view is supported by Genesis 5:1-2: 

 
…When God created man, he made him in the likeness of God.  2 He created them male and 
female and blessed them.  And when they were created, he called them “man.” 
 

Verses such as the following, therefore, refer to both sexes: 
 
Man that is born of a woman is of few days, and full of trouble.  (Job 14:1 KJV) 
 
Then Jehoshaphat stood up in the assembly of Judah and Jerusalem at the temple of the LORD in 
the front of the new courtyard 6 and said:  “O LORD, God of our fathers, are you not the God 
who is in heaven?  You rule over all the kingdoms of the nations.  Power and might are in your 
hand, and no one can withstand you…12 O our God, will you not judge them?  For we have no 
power to face this vast army that is attacking us.  We do not know what to do, but our eyes are 
upon you.”  (2 Chronicles  20:5-6,12) 
 
Then Peter began to speak:  “I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism 35 
but accepts men from every nation who fear him and do what is right.  (Acts 10:34-35) 
 
Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves 
his fellow man has fulfilled the law.  9 The commandments, “Do not commit adultery," “Do not 
murder,” “Do not steal,” “Do not covet,” and whatever other commandment there may be, are 
summed up in this one rule:  “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  10 Love does no harm to its 
neighbor.  Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.  (Romans 13:8-10) 
 
You are still worldly.  For since there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not 
worldly?  Are you not acting like mere men?  (1 Corinthians 3:3) 
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No temptation has seized you except what is common to man.  And God is faithful; he will not 
let you be tempted beyond what you can bear.  But when you are tempted, he will also provide a 
way out so that you can stand up under it.  (1 Corinthians 10:13) 
 
Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  (2 Corinthians 9:7) 
 
We do not dare to classify or compare ourselves with some who commend themselves.  When 
they measure themselves by themselves, they are not wise…. 17, “Let him who boasts boast in 
the Lord.”  18 For it is not the one who commends himself who is approved, but the one whom 
the Lord commends.  (2 Corinthians 10:12, 17-18) 
 
Rejoice in the Lord always, I will say it again:  Rejoice!  5 Let your gentleness be evident to all.  
The Lord is near.  6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and petition, 
with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  7 And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  8 Finally, brothers, 
whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 
whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.  
(Philippians 4:4-8) 
 
Finally, brothers, pray for us that the message of the Lord may spread rapidly and be honored, 
just as it was with you.  2 And pray that we may be delivered from wicked and evil men, for not 
everyone has faith.  3 but the Lord is faithful, and he will strengthen and protect you from the 
evil one.  (2 Thessalonians 3:1-3) 
 
[N]or did we eat anyone’s food without paying for it.  On the contrary, we worked night and day, 
laboring and toiling so that we would not be a burden to any of you.  9 We did this, not because 
we do not have the right to such help, but in order to make ourselves a model for you to follow.  
10 For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule:  “If a man will not work, he shall not 
eat.”  (2 Thessalonians 3:8-10) 
 
This is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance 10 (and for this we labor and strive), 
that we have put our hope in the living God, who is the Savior of all men, and especially of those 
who believe.  (1 Timothy 4:9-10) 
 
If anyone teaches false doctrines and does not agree to the sound instruction of our Lord Jesus 
Christ and to godly teaching, 4 he is conceited and understands nothing.  He has an unhealthy 
interest in controversies and quarrels about words that result in envy, strife, malicious talk, evil 
suspicions 5 and constant friction between men of corrupt mind, who have been robbed of the 
truth and who think that godliness is a means to financial gain.  (1 Timothy 6:3-5)  [The KJV 
adds: “from such withdraw thyself.”] 
 
But godliness with contentment is great gain.  7 For we brought nothing into the world, and we 
can take nothing out of it.  8 but if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that.  9 
People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful 
desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction.  10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds 
of evil.  Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves 
with many griefs.  (1 Timothy 6:6-10) 
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But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 
endurance and gentleness…17 Command those who are rich in this present world not to be 
arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who 
richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.  18 Command them to do good, to be rich 
in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share.  19 In this way they will lay up treasure 
for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that 
is truly life.  (1 Timothy 6:11,17-19) 
 
And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds.  25 Let us not 
give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—
and all the more as you see the Day approaching.  26 If we deliberately keep on sinning after we 
have received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left, 27 but only a fearful 
expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will consume the enemies of God.  28 Anyone 
who rejected the law of Moses died without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses.  
29 How much more severely do you think a man deserves to be punished who has trampled the 
Son of God under foot, who has treated as an unholy thing the blood of the covenant that 
sanctified him, and who has insulted the Spirit of grace?  30 For we know him who said, “It is 
mine to avenge; I will repay.” and again, “The Lord will judge his people.”  31 It is a dreadful 
thing to fall into the hands of the living God.  (Hebrews 10:24-31) 
 
…God has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.”  6 So we say with 
confidence, “The Lord is my helper, I will not be afraid.  What can man do to me?”  (Hebrews 
13:5-6) 
 
Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3 because you know 
that the testing of your faith develops perseverance.  4 Perseverance must finish its work so that 
you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything…12 Blessed is the man who perseveres 
under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will receive the crown of life that God has 
promised to those who love him.  13 When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.”  
For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; 14 but each one is tempted when, 
by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed.  (James 1:2-4,12-14) 
 
If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding 
fault, and it will be given to him.  (James 1:5)  [See James 1:6-8] 
 
What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds?  Can such faith save 
him?…18 But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.”  Show me your faith without 
deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do.  (James 2:14,18) [See James 2:14-26] 
 
Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may 
see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.  13 Submit yourselves for the 
Lord’s sake to every authority instituted among men:  whether to the king, as the supreme 
authority, 14 or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to 
commend those who do right.  15 For it is God’s will that by doing good you should silence the 
ignorant talk of foolish men.  16 Live as free men, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for 
evil; live as servants of God.  17 Show proper respect to everyone:  Love the brotherhood of 
believers, fear God, honor the king.  (1 Peter 2:12-17) 
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His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge 
of him who called us by his own glory and goodness.  4 Through these he has given us very great 
and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape 
the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.  5 For this very reason, make every effort to 
add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 6 and to knowledge, self-control; and to 
self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 7 and to godliness, brotherly 
kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love.  8 For if you possess these qualities in increasing 
measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 9 But if anyone does not have them, he is near-sighted and blind, and has 
forgotten that he has been cleansed from his past sins.  (2 Peter 1:3-9) 
 
For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell, putting them into 
gloomy dungeons to be held for judgment; 5 if he did not spare the ancient world when he 
brought the flood on its ungodly people, but protected Noah, a preacher of righteousness, and 
seven others; 6 if he condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah by burning them to ashes, 
and made them an example of what is going to happen to the ungodly; 7 and if he rescued Lot, a 
righteous man, who was distressed by the filthy lives of lawless men 8 (for the righteous man, 
living among them day after day, was tormented in his righteous soul by the lawless deeds he 
saw and heard)—9 if this is so, then the Lord knows how to rescue godly men from trials and to 
hold the unrighteous for the day of judgment, while continuing their punishment.  10 This is 
especially true of those who follow the corrupt desire of the sinful nature and despise authority.  
Bold and arrogant, these men are not afraid to slander celestial beings; 11 yet even angels, 
although they are stronger and more powerful, do not bring slanderous accusations against such 
beings in the presence of the Lord.  12 But these men blaspheme in matters they do not 
understand.  They are like brute beasts, creatures of instinct, born only to be caught and 
destroyed, and like beasts they too will perish.  (2 Peter 2:4-12)  [See 2 Peter 2:1-21] 
 
Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates his brother is still in the darkness.  10 Whoever 
loves his brother lives in the light, and there is nothing in him to make him stumble.  11 But 
whoever hates his brothers is in the darkness and walks around in the darkness; he does not know 
where he is going, because the darkness has blinded him.  (1 John 2:9-11) 
 

Bible Verses That Give Females and Males Equal Consideration 
 
 My belief that in God’s eyes females and males are equal is grounded in Galatians 3:28.  
Any verses interpreted as indicating that females are not to be given equal consideration must 
take this verse into account: 
 
Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by 
faith.  25 But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster.  26 For ye are all 
the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.  27 For as many of you as have been baptized into 
Christ have put on Christ.  28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there 
is neither male nor female:  for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.  29 And if ye be Christ’s, then are 
ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.  (Galatians 3:24-29 KJV) 
 

Numerous other verses imply equal consideration of males and females.  Among them 
are the following verses stating that children are to honor their parents: 
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Honor thy father and thy mother:  that thy days may be long upon the land which the LORD thy 
God giveth thee.  (Exodus 20:12 KJV)  [See Deuteronomy 5:16; Luke 18:18-30; and Exodus 
21:15,17] 
 
Ye shall fear every man his mother, and his father, and keep my Sabbaths:  I am the LORD your 
God.  (Leviticus 19:3 KJV) 
 
So Elijah went from there and found Elisha son of Shaphat.  He was plowing with twelve yoke 
of oxen, and he himself was driving the twelfth pair.  Elijah went up to him and threw his cloak 
around him.  20 Elisha then left his oxen and ran after Elijah.  “Let me kiss my father and mother 
good-by,” he said, “and then I will come with you.”  (1 Kings 19:19-20) 
 
My son, keep your father’s commands and do not forsake your mother’s teaching...23 For these 
commands are a lamp, this teaching is a light, and the corrections of discipline are the way to 
life.  (Proverbs 6:20,23)  [See also Proverbs 1:8-9] 
 
If a man curses his father or mother, his lamp will be snuffed out in pitch darkness.  (Proverbs 
20:20) 
 
Listen to your father, who gave you life, and do not despise your mother when she is old.  23 
Buy the truth and do not sell it; get wisdom, discipline and understanding.  24 The father of a 
righteous man has great joy; he who has a wise son delights in him.  25 May your father and 
mother be glad; may she who gave you birth rejoice!  (Proverbs 23:22-25) 
 
Whoso robbeth his father or his mother, and saith, It is no transgression; the same is the 
companion of a destroyer.  (Proverbs 28:24 KJV) 
 
The eye that mocketh at his father, and despiseth to obey his mother, the ravens of the valley 
shall pick it out, and the young eagles shall eat it.  (Proverbs 30:17 KJV) 
 
There is a generation that curseth their father, and doth not bless their mother.  12 There is a 
generation that are pure in their own eyes, and yet is not washed from their filthiness.  13 There 
is a generation, O how lofty are their eyes!  and their eyelids are lifted up.  14 There is a 
generation, whose teeth are as swords, and their jaw teeth as knives, to devour the poor from off 
the earth, and the needy from among men.  (Proverbs 30:11-14 KJV) 
 
Then came to Jesus scribes and Pharisees, which were of Jerusalem, saying, 2 Why do thy 
disciples transgress the tradition of the elders?  for they wash not their hands when they eat 
bread.  3 But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the commandment of 
God by your tradition?  4 For God commanded, saying, Honor thy father and mother:  and, He 
that curseth father or mother, let him die the death.  5 But ye say, Whosoever shall say to his 
father or his mother, It is a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me; 6 And honor not 
his father or his mother, he shall be free.  Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none 
effect by your tradition.  7 Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, 8 This people 
draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoreth me with their lips; but their heart is far 
from me.  9 But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.  
(Matthew 15:1-9 KJV)  [See also Mark 7:9-13, 10:17-22] 
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Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right.  2 Honour thy father and mother; which 
is the first commandment with promise; 3 That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live 
long on the earth.  (Ephesians 6:1-3 KJV)  [See also Ephesians 6:4-20] 
 
 In addition to the command to honor our parents, other rules/principles indicate that 
females and males are to be given equal consideration: 
 
  Women were included in God’s commandments: 
 
Six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work:  10 But the seventh day is the Sabbath of the 
LORD thy God:  in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy 
manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates:  11 For 
in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the 
seventh day:  wherefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day, and hallowed it…17 Thou shalt not 
covet thy neighbor’s wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor 
any thing that is thy neighbor’s.  (Exodus 20:9-11,17 KJV)   [See also Deuteronomy 5:13-15] 
 
When the LORD thy God shall bring thee into the land whither thou goest to possess it, and hath 
cast out many nations before thee….seven nations greater and mightier than thou; 2 And when 
the LORD thy God shall deliver them before thee; thou shalt smite them, and utterly destroy 
them; thou shalt make no covenant with them, nor shew mercy unto them:  3 Neither shalt thou 
make marriages with them; thy daughter thou shalt not give unto his son, nor his daughter shalt 
thou take unto thy son.  4 For they will turn away thy son from following me, that they may 
serve other gods:  so will the anger of the LORD be kindled against you, and destroy thee 
suddenly.  (Deuteronomy 7:1-4 KJV) 
 
If thy brother, the son of thy mother, or thy son, or thy daughter, or the wife of thy bosom, or thy 
friend, which is as thine own soul, entice thee secretly, saying, Let us go and serve other gods, 
which thou hast not known, thou, nor thy fathers; 7 Namely, of the gods of the people which are 
round about you, nigh unto thee, or far off from thee, from the one end of the earth even unto the 
other end of the earth; 8 Thou shalt not consent unto him, nor hearken unto him; neither shall 
thine eye pity him, neither shalt thou spare, neither shalt thou conceal him:  9 But thou shalt 
surely kill him; thine hand shall be first upon him to put him to death, and afterwards the hand of 
all the people.  10 And thou shalt stone him with stones, that he die; because he hath sought to 
thrust thee away from the LORD thy God, which brought thee out of the land of Egypt, from the 
house of bondage.  11 And all Israel shall hear, and fear, and shall do no more any such 
wickedness as this is among you.  (Deuteronomy 13:6-11) 
 
Observe the month of Abib, and keep the Passover unto the LORD thy God:  for in the month of 
Abib the LORD thy God brought thee forth out of Egypt by night…8 Six days thou shalt eat 
unleavened bread:  and on the seventh day shall be a solemn assembly to the LORD thy God:  
thou shalt do no work therein…11 And thou shalt rejoice before the LORD thy God, thou, and 
thy son, and thy daughter, and thy manservant, and thy maidservant, and the Levite that is within 
thy gates, and the stranger, and the fatherless, and the widow, that are among you, in the place 
which the LORD thy God hath chosen to place his name there…15 Seven days shalt thou keep a 
solemn feast unto the LORD thy God in the place which the LORD shall choose:  because the 
LORD thy God shall bless thee in all thine increase, and in all the works of thine hands, therefore 
thou shalt surely rejoice.  (Deuteronomy 16:1,8,11,15 KJV) 
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If there be found among you, within any of thy gates which the LORD thy God giveth thee, man 
or woman, that hath wrought wickedness in the sight of the LORD thy God, in transgressing his 
covenant, 3 And hath gone and served other gods, and worshipped them, either the sun, or moon, 
or any of the host of heaven, which I have not commanded; 4 And it be told thee, and thou hast 
heard of it, and enquired diligently, and, behold, it be true, and the thing certain, that such 
abomination is wrought in Israel:  5 Then shalt thou bring forth that man or that woman, which 
have committed that wicked thing, unto thy gates, even that man or that woman, and shalt stone 
them with stones, till they die.  6 At the mouth of two witnesses, or three witnesses, shall he that 
is worthy of death be put to death; but at the mouth of one witness he shall not be put to death.  7 
The hands of the witnesses shall be first upon him to put him to death, and afterward the hands of 
all the people.  So thou shalt put the evil away from among you.  (Deuteronomy 17:2-7 KJV) 
 
Lest there should be among you man, or woman, or family, or tribe, whose heart turneth away 
this day from the LORD our God, to go and serve the gods of these nations; lest there should be 
among you a root that beareth gall and wormwood; 19 And it come to pass, when he heareth the 
words of this curse, that he bless himself in his heart, saying, I shall have peace, though I walk in 
the imagination of mine heart, to add drunkenness to thirst:  20 The LORD will not spare him, 
but then the anger of the LORD and his jealousy shall smoke against that man, and all the curses 
that are written in this book shall lie upon him, and the LORD shall blot out his name from under 
heaven.  (Deuteronomy 29:18-20 KJV) 
 
Gather the people together, men, and women, and children, and thy stranger that is within thy 
gates, that they may hear, and that they may learn, and fear the LORD your God, and observe to 
do all the words of this law:  13 And that their children, which have not known any thing, may 
hear, and learn to fear the LORD your God, as long as ye live in the land whither ye go over 
Jordan to possess it.  (Deuteronomy 31:12-13 KJV)   
 
  Female and male dead are to be respected equally: 
 
“ ‘A priest must not defile himself by going near a dead person; however, if the dead person was 
his father or mother, son or daughter, brother or unmarried sister, then he may defile himself.  
(Ezekiel 44:25) 
 
  Describing what is right: 
 
And the word of the LORD came unto Zechariah, saying, 9 Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, 
saying, Execute true judgment, and show mercy and compassions every man to his brother:  10 
And oppress not the widow, nor the fatherless, the stranger, nor the poor; and let none of you 
imagine evil against his brother in your heart.  (Zechariah 7:8-10 KJV) 
 
  All are to praise God: 
 
Praise ye the LORD.  Praise ye the LORD from the heavens:  praise him in the heights.  2 Praise 
ye him, all his angels:  praise ye him, all his hosts.  3 Praise ye him, sun and moon:  praise him, 
all ye stars of light.  4 Praise him, ye heavens of heavens, and ye waters that be above the 
heavens.  5 Let them praise the name of the LORD:  for he commanded, and they were created.  
6 He hath also stablished them for ever and ever:  he hath made a decree which shall not pass.  7 
Praise the LORD from the earth, ye dragons, and all deeps:  8 Fire, and hail; snow, and vapours; 
stormy wind fulfilling his word:  9 Mountains, and all hills; fruitful trees, and all cedars:  10 
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Beasts, and all cattle; creeping things, and flying fowl:  11 Kings of the earth, and all people; 
princes, and all judges of the earth:  12 Both young men, and maidens; old men, and children:  13 
Let them praise the name of the LORD:  for his name alone is excellent; his glory is above the 
earth and heaven.  14 He also exalteth the horn of his people, the praise of all his saints; even of 
the children of Israel, a people near unto him.  Praise ye the LORD.  (Psalm 148:1-14) 
 
  Parents can forsake their child: 
 
When thou saidst, Seek ye my face; my heart said unto thee, Thy face, LORD, will I seek.  9 
Hide not thy face far from me; put not thy servant away in anger:  thou hast been my help; leave 
me not, neither forsake me, O God of my salvation.  10 When my father and my mother forsake 
me, then the LORD will take me up.  11 Teach me the way, O LORD, and lead me in a plain 
path, because of mine enemies.  12 Deliver me not over unto the will of mine enemies:  for false 
witnesses are risen up against me, and such as breathe out cruelty.  13 I had fainted, unless I had 
believed to see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living.  14 Wait on the LORD:  be of 
good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart:  wait, I say, on the LORD.  (Psalm 27:8-14 
KJV) 
 
  Males and females rejoice together: 
 
Then there shall be a place which the LORD your God shall choose to cause his name to dwell 
there; thither shall ye bring all that I command you…. 12 And ye shall rejoice before the LORD 
your God, ye and your sons, and your daughters, and your men servants, and your maidservants, 
and the Levite that is within your gates; forasmuch as he hath no part nor inheritance with you.  
(Deuteronomy 12:11-12 KJV)  [See Deuteronomy 12 1-32.] 
 

Historical Accounts Mentioning Females and Males 
 

 These accounts give insight into attitudes toward women and the lives led by women: 
 

Women had authority to make decisions affecting them: 
 
If the woman is unwilling to come back with you, then you will be released from this oath of 
mine.  Only do not take my son back there.” (Genesis 24:8)  [See Genesis 24:1-67] 1 
 

Women were included in Moses’ request that the Israelites be allowed to leave 
Egypt: 

 
And Moses said, We will go with our young and with our old, with our sons and with our 
daughters, with our flocks and with our herds will we go; for we must hold a feast unto the 
LORD.  10 And he said unto them, Let the LORD be so with you, as I will let you go, and your 
little ones:  look to it; for evil is before you.  11 Not so:  go now ye that are men, and serve the 
LORD; for that ye did desire.  And they were driven out from Pharaoh’s presence.  (Exodus 
10:9-11 KJV) 
 
  Women are to be protected: 
 
                                                 
1 Rebekah had a choice. 
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And all the congregation lifted up their voice, and cried; and the people wept that night.  2 And 
all the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron:  and the whole 
congregation said unto them, Would God that we had died in the land of Egypt!  or would God 
we had died in this wilderness!  3 And wherefore hath the LORD brought us unto this land, to 
fall by the sword, that our wives and our children should be a prey?  were it not better for us to 
return into Egypt?  (Numbers 14:1-3) 
 
And Moses said unto them, If ye will do this thing, if ye will go armed before the LORD to war, 
21 And will go all of you armed over Jordan before the LORD, until he hath driven out his 
enemies from before him, 22 And the land be subdued before the LORD:  then afterward ye shall 
return, and be guiltless before the LORD, and before Israel; and this land shall be your 
possession before the LORD.  23 But if ye will not do so, behold, ye have sinned against the 
LORD:  and be sure your sin will find you out.  24 Build you cities for your little ones, and folds 
for your sheep; and do that which hath proceeded out of your mouth.  25 And the children of Gad 
and the children of Reuben spake unto Moses, saying, Thy servants will do as my lord 
commandeth.  26 Our little ones, our wives, our flocks, and all our cattle, shall be there in the 
cities of Gilead:  27 But thy servants will pass over, every man armed for war, before the LORD 
to battle, as my lord saith.  (Numbers 32:20-27) 
 
  Females were not seen as threats: 
 
And Moses, and Eleazar the priest, and all the princes of the congregation, went forth to meet 
them without the camp.  14 And Moses was wroth with the officers of the host, with the captains 
over thousands, and captains over hundreds, which came from the battle.  15 And Moses said 
unto them Have ye saved all the women alive?  16 Behold, these caused the children of Israel, 
through the counsel of Balaam, to commit trespass against the LORD in the matter of Peor, and 
there was a plague among the congregation of the LORD.  17 Now therefore kill every male 
among the little ones, and kill every woman that hath known man by lying with him.  18 But all 
the women children, that have not known a man by lying with him, keep alive for yourselves.  
(Numbers 31:13-18 KJV)  [See also Numbers 31:1-12] 
 
  Rights of women: 
 
Then came the daughters of Zelophehad, the son of Gepher….and these are the names of his 
daughters; Mahlah, Noah, and Hoglah, and Milcah, and Tirzah.  2 And they stood before Moses, 
and before Eleazar the priest, and before the princes and all the congregation, by the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation, saying, 3 Our father died in the wilderness, and he was not in the 
company of them that gathered themselves together against the LORD in the company of Korah; 
but died in his own sin, and had no sons.  4 Why should the name of our father be done away 
from among his family, because he hath no son?  Give unto us therefore a possession among the 
brethren of our father.  5 And Moses brought their cause before the LORD. 
   6 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 7 The daughters of Zelophehad speak right:  thou 
shalt surely give them a possession of an inheritance among their father’s brethren; and thou 
shalt cause the inheritance of their father to pass unto them.  8 And thou shalt speak unto the 
children of Israel, saying, If a man die, and have no son, then ye shall cause his inheritance to 
pass unto his daughter.  9 And if he have no daughter, then ye shall give his inheritance unto his 
brethren…11...and it shall be unto the children of Israel a statute of judgment, as the LORD 
commanded Moses.  (Numbers 27:1-9,11)  [See also Numbers 36:1-13] 
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  Women contributed to the building of the Tabernacle: 
 
All the Israelite men and women who were willing brought to the LORD freewill offerings for 
all the work the LORD through Moses had commanded them to do.  (Exodus 35:29) 
 
  In a sinful society sins of both males and females are noted: 
 
You deserted the Rock, who fathered you; you forgot the God who gave you birth.  19 The 
LORD saw this and rejected them because he was angered by his sons and daughters.  20 “I will 
hide my face from them, he said, “and see what their end will be; for they are a perverse 
generation, children who are unfaithful. (Deuteronomy 32:18-20)  [See Deuteronomy 31:30, 
32:1-47) 
 
  Women share a common fate with men: 
 
And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 24 Speak unto the congregation, saying, Get you up 
from about the tabernacle of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram.  25 And Moses rose up and went unto 
Dathan and Abiram; and the elders of Israel followed him.  26 And he spake unto the 
congregation, saying, Depart, I pray you, from the tents of these wicked men, and touch nothing 
of theirs, lest ye be consumed in all their sins.  27 So they gat up from the tabernacle of Korah, 
Dathan, and Abiram, on every side:  and Dathan and Abiram came out, and stood in the door of 
their tents, and their wives, and their sons, and their little children.  28 And Moses said, Hereby 
ye shall know that the LORD hath sent me to do all these works; for I have not done them of 
mine own mind.  29 If these men die the common death of all men, or if they be visited after the 
visitation of all men; then the LORD hath not sent me.  30 But if the LORD make a new thing, 
and the earth open her mouth, and swallow them up, with all that appertain unto them, and they 
go down quick into the pit; then ye shall understand that these men have provoked the LORD. 
   31 And it came to pass, as he had made an end of speaking all these words, that the ground 
clave asunder that was under them:  32 And the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed them up, 
and their houses, and all the men that appertained unto Korah, and all their goods.  33 They, and 
all that appertained to them, went down alive into the pit, and the earth closed upon them:  and 
they perished from among the congregation.  (Numbers 16:23-33) 
 
And it came to pass, when Israel had made an end of slaying all the inhabitants of Ai in the field, 
in the wilderness wherein they chased them, and when they were all fallen on the edge of the 
sword, until they were consumed, that all the Israelites returned unto Ai, and smote it with the 
edge of the sword.  25 And so it was, that all that fell that day, both of men and women were 
twelve thousand, even all the men of Ai.  26 For Joshua drew not his hand back, wherewith he 
stretched out the spear, until he had utterly destroyed all the inhabitants of Ai.  27 Only the cattle 
and the spoil of the city Israel took for a prey unto themselves, according unto the word of the 
Lord which he commanded Joshua.  (Joshua 8:24-27)  [See also Joshua 7:1-26] 
 
  The word of the Lord was read to all: 
 
And afterward he read all the words of the law, the blessings and cursings, according to all that is 
written in the book of the law.  35 There was not a word of all that Moses commanded, which 
Joshua read not before all the congregation of Israel, with the women, and the little ones, and the 
strangers that were conversant among them.  (Joshua 8:34-35) 
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  Fathers gave their daughters in marriage and valued them: 
 
And Caleb said, He that smiteth Kirjathsepher, and taketh it, to him will I give Achsah my 
daughter to wife.  17 And Othniel the son of Kenaz, the brother of Caleb, took it:  and he gave 
him Achsah his daughter to wife.  18 And it came to pass, as she came unto him, that she moved 
him to ask of her father a field:  and she lighted off her ass; and Caleb said unto her, What 
wouldest thou?  19 Who answered, Give me a blessing; for thou hast given me a south land; give 
me also springs of water.  And he gave her the upper springs, and the nether springs.  (Joshua 
8:16-19) 
 
And the men of Israel said, Have ye seen this man that is come up?  surely to defy Israel is he 
come up: and it shall be, that the man who killeth him, the king will enrich him with great riches, 
and will give him his daughter, and make his father’s house free in Israel.  (1 Samuel 17:25 KJV) 
 
  Women who exercised poor judgment: 
 
And David went out withersoever Saul sent him, and behaved himself wisely:  and Saul set him 
over he men of war, and he was accepted in the sight of all the people, and also in the sight of 
Saul’s servants.  6 And it came to pass as they came, when David was returned from the 
slaughter of the Philistine, that the women came out of all cities of Israel, singing and dancing, to 
meet king Saul, with tabrets, with joy, and with instruments of musick.  7 And the women 
answered one another as they played, and said, Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten 
thousands.  8 And Saul was very wroth, and the saying displeased him; and he said, They have 
ascribed unto David ten thousands, and to me they have ascribed but thousands: and what can he 
have more but the kingdom?  9 And Saul eyed David from that day and forward.  (1 Samuel 
18:5-9) 
 
  Sampson’s pursuit of a foreign woman both worked the Lord’s will and 
culminated in Sampson’s death: 
 
And Samson went down to Timnath, and saw a woman in Timnath of the daughters of the 
Philistines.  2 And he came up, and told his father and his mother, and said, I have seen a woman 
in Timnath of the Daughters of the Philistines:  now therefore get her for me to wife.  3 Then his 
father and his mother said unto him, Is there never a woman among the daughters of thy 
brethren, or among all my people, that thou goest to take a wife of the uncircumcised Philistines?  
And Samson said unto his father, Get her for me; for she pleaseth me well.  4 But his father and 
his mother knew not that it was of the Lord, that he sought an occasion against the Philistines:  
for at that time the Philistines had dominion over Israel.  (Judges 14:1-4)  [See Judges 14:5-
16:31, which includes the account of Delilah’s betrayal of Sampson] 
 
  Women saved cities: 
 
Then went Abimelech to Thebez, and encamped against Thebez, and took it.  51 But there was a 
strong tower within the city, and thither fled all the men and women, and all they of the city, and 
shut it to them, and gat them up to the top of the tower.  52 And Abimelech came unto the tower, 
and fought against, it, and went hard unto the door of the tower to burn it with fire.  53 And a 
certain woman cast a piece of a millstone upon Abimelech’s head, and all to brake his skull.  54 
Then he called hastily unto the young man his armour bearer, and said unto him, Draw thy 
sword, and slay me, that men say not of me, A woman slew him.  And his young man thrust him 
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through, and he died.  55 And when the men of Israel saw that Abimelech was dead, they 
departed every man unto his place.  (Judges 9:50-55 KJV)  [See also the account given on pages 
?? of Abigail’s saving lives (1 Samuel 25:1-42, particularly 25:18-35) and the account of a wise 
woman saving a city found in 2 Samuel 20:16-22 found on page ??.] 
 
  The outcomes of having a king over a nation: 
 
And Samuel told all the words of the LORD unto the people that asked of him a king.  11 And he 
said, This will be the manner of the king that shall reign over you:  He will take your sons and 
appoint them for himself, for his chariots, and to be his horsemen; and some shall run before his 
chariots.  12 And he will appoint him captains over thousands, and captains over fifties; and will 
set them to ear his ground, and to reap his harvest, and to make his instruments of war, and 
instruments of his chariots.  13 And he will take your daughters to be confectionaries, and to be 
cooks, and to be bakers.  14 And he will take your fields, and your vineyards, and your 
oliveyards, even the best of them, and give them to his servants.  15 And he will take the tenth of 
your seed, and of your vineyards, and give to his officers, and to his servants.  16 And he will 
take your menservants, and your maidservants, and your goodliest young men, and your asses, 
and put them to his work.  17 He will take the tenth of your sheep:  and ye shall be his servants.  
18 And ye shall cry out in that day because of your king which ye shall have chosen you; and the 
LORD will not hear you in that day. 
   19 Nevertheless the people refused to obey the voice of Samuel; and they said, Nay; but we 
will have a king over us; 20 That we also may be like all the nations; and that our king may 
judge us, and go out before us, and fight our battles.  (1 Samuel 8:10-20 KJV)  [See 1 Samuel 
8:6-22] 
 
  David made arrangements for his parents’ protection: 
 
And David went thence to Mizpeh of Moab:  and he said unto the king of Moab, Let my father 
and my mother, I pray thee, come forth, and be with you, till I know what God will do for me.  4 
And he brought them before the king of Moab; and they dwelt with him all the while that David 
was in the hold.  (1 Samuel 22:3-4 KJV) 
 
  Along with other family members wives and daughters were valued in the Old 
Testament: 
 
So David and his men came to the city, and, behold, it was burned with fire; and their wives, and 
their sons, and their daughters, were taken captives.  4 Then David and the people that were with 
him lifted up their voice and wept, until they had no more power to weep.  5 And David’s two 
wives were taken captives, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and Abigail the wife of Nabal the 
Carmelite.  6 And David was greatly distressed; for the people spake of stoning him, because the 
soul of all the people was grieved, every man for his sons and for his daughters:  but David 
encouraged himself in the LORD his God.  7 And David said to Abiathar the priest, Ahimelech’s 
son, I pray thee, bring me hither the ephod.  And Abiathar brought thither the ephod to David.  8 
And David enquired at the LORD, saying, Shall I pursue after this troop?  shall I overtake them?  
And he answered him, Pursue:  for thou shalt surely overtake them, and without fail recover 
all…   16 And when he had brought him down, behold, they were spread abroad upon all the 
earth, eating and drinking, an dancing, because of all the great spoil that they had taken out of the 
land of the Philistines, and out of the land of Judah.  17 And David smote them from the twilight 
even unto the evening of the next day:  and there escaped not a man of them, save four hundred 
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young men, which rode upon camels, and fled.  18 And David recovered all that the Amalekites 
had carried away:  and David rescued his two wives.  19 And there was nothing lacking to them, 
neither small nor great, neither sons nor daughters, neither spoil, nor any thing that they had 
taken to them:  David recovered all.    (1 Samuel 30:3-8, KJV) 
 
  Joab’s statement to David concerning why he should stop mourning Absalom and 
consider those who had defended him against Absalom acknowledged that women were to be 
regarded along with men: 
 
And it was told Joab, Behold, the king weepeth and mourneth for Absalom.  2 And the victory 
that day was turned into mourning unto all the people:  for the people heard say that day how the 
king was grieved for his son.  3 And the people gat them by stealth that day into the city, as 
people being ashamed steal away when they flee in battle.  4 But the king covered his face, and 
the king cried with a loud voice, O my son Absalom, O Absalom, my son, my son!  5 And Joab 
came into the house to the king, and said, Thou hast shamed this day the faces of all thy servants, 
which this day have saved thy life, and the lives of thy sons and of thy daughters, and the lives of 
thy wives, and the lives of thy concubines; 6 In that thou lovest thine enemies, and hatest thy 
friends.  For thou hast declared this day, that thou regardest neither princes nor servants:  for this 
day I perceive, that if Absalom had lived, and all we had died this day, then it had pleased thee 
well.  7 Now therefore arise, go forth, and speak comfortably unto thy servants:  for I swear by 
the LORD, if thou go not forth, there will not tarry one with thee this night:  and that will be 
worse unto thee than all the evil that befell thee from thy youth until now.  8 Then the king arose, 
and sat in the gate.  And they told unto all the people, saying, Behold, the king doth sit in the 
gate.  And all the people came before the king:  for Israel had fled every man to his tent.  (2 
Samuel 19:1-8 KJV) 
 
  Both mothers and fathers are to be honored when they die: 
 
And Barzillai the Gileadite came down from Rogelim, and went over Jordan with the king, to 
conduct him over Jordan.  32 Now Barzillai was a very aged man, even fourscore years old:  and 
he had provided the king of sustenance while he lay at Mahanaim; for he was a very great man.  
33 And the king said unto Barzillai, Come thou over with me, and I will feed thee with me in 
Jerusalem.  34 And Barzillai said unto the king, How long have I to live, that I should go up with 
the king unto Jerusalem?  35 I am this day fourscore years old:  and can I discern between good 
and evil?  can thy servant taste what I eat or what I drink?  can I hear any more the voice of 
singing men and singing women?  wherefore then should thy servant be yet a burden unto my 
lord the king?  36 Thy servant will go a little way over Jordan with the king:  and why should the 
king recompense it me with such a reward?  37 Let thy servant, I pray thee, turn back again, that 
I may die in mine own city, and be buried by the grave of my father and of my mother.  But 
behold thy servant Chimham; let him go over with my lord the king; and do to him what shall 
seem good unto thee.  (2 Samuel 19:31-37 KJV) 

 
  Women share with men the consequences of good and evil: 
 
And Israel abode in Shittim, and the people began to commit whoredom with the daughters of 
Moab.  2 And they called the people unto the sacrifices of their gods:  and the people did eat, and 
bowed down to their gods.  3 And Israel joined himself unto Baalpeor:  and the anger of the 
LORD was kindled against Israel.  4 And the LORD said unto Moses, Take all the heads of the 
people, and hand them up before the LORD against the sun, that the fierce anger of the LORD 
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may be turned away from Israel.  5 And Moses said unto the judges of Israel, Slay ye every one 
his men that were joined unto Baalpeor. 
   6 And, behold, one of the children of Israel came and brought unto his brethren a Midianitish 
woman in the sight of Moses, and in the sight of all the congregation of the children of Israel, 
who were weeping before the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.  7 And when Phinehas, 
the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, saw it, he rose up from among the congregation, 
and took a javelin in his hand; 8 And he went after the man of Israel into the tent, and thrust both 
of them through, the man of Israel, and the woman through her belly.  So the plague was stayed 
from the children of Israel.  9 And those that died in the plague were twenty and four thousand. 
   10 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 11 Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron 
the priest, hath turned my wrath away from the children of Israel, while he was zealous for my 
sake among them, that I consumed not the children of Israel in my jealousy.  12 Wherefore say, 
Behold, I give unto him my covenant of peace:  13 And he shall have it, and his seed after him, 
even the covenant of an everlasting priesthood; because he was zealous for his God, and made an 
atonement for the children of Israel.  14 Now the name of the Israelite that was slain, even that 
was slain with the Midianitish woman, was Zimri, the son of Salu, a prince of a chief house 
among the Simeonites.  15 And the name of the Midianitish woman that was slain was Cozbi, the 
daughter of Zur; he was head over a people, and of a chief house in Midian. 
   16 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 17 Vex the Midianites, and smite them:  18 For 
they vex you with their wiles, wherewith they have beguiled you in the matter of Peor, and in the 
matter of Cozbi, the daughter of a prince of Midian, their sister, which was slain in the day of the 
plague for Peor’s sake.  (Numbers 25:1-18 KJV) 
 
Thy sons and thy daughters shall be given unto another people, and thine eyes shall look, and fail 
with longing for them all the day long:  and there shall be no might in thine hand.  (Deuteronomy 
27:32 KJV) 
 
And they entered into a covenant to seek the LORD God of their fathers with all their heart and 
with all their soul; 13 That whosoever would not seek the LORD God of Israel should be put to 
death, whether small or great, whether man or woman.  14 And they sware unto the LORD with 
a loud voice, and with shouting, and with trumpets, and with cornets.  15 And all Judah rejoiced 
at the oath:  for they had sworn with all their heart, and sought him with their whole desire; and 
he was found of them:  and the LORD gave them rest round about. 
   16 And also concerning Maachah the mother of Asa the king, he removed her from being 
queen, because she had made an idol in a grove:  and Asa cut down her idol, and stamped it, and 
burnt it at the brook Kidron.  17 But the high places were not taken away out of Israel:  
nevertheless the heart of Asa was perfect all his days. 
   18 And he brought into the house of God the things that his father had dedicated, and that he 
himself had dedicated, silver, and gold, and vessels.  19 And there was no more war unto the five 
and thirtieth year of the reign of Asa.  (2 Chronicles 15:12-19 KJV) 

 
For our fathers have trespassed, and done that which was evil in the eyes of the LORD our God, 
and have forsaken him, and have turned away their faces from the habitation of the LORD, and 
turned their backs…8 Wherefore the wrath of the LORD was upon Judah and Jerusalem, and he 
hath delivered them to trouble, to astonishment, and to hissing, as ye see with your eyes.  9 For, 
lo, our fathers have fallen by the sword, and our sons and our daughters and our wives are in 
captivity for this.  10 And it is in mine heart to make a covenant with the LORD God of Israel, 
that his fierce wrath may turn away from us.  (2 Chronicles 29:6,8-10 KJV)  [See 2 Chronicles 
29:1-11] 
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And there came writing to him from Elijah the prophet, saying, Thus saith the LORD God of 
David thy father, Because thou hast not walked in the ways of Jehoshaphat thy father, nor in the 
ways of Asa king of Judah, 13 But hast walked in the way of the kings of Israel, and hast made 
Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to go a whoring, like to the whoredoms of the house of 
Ahab, and also hast slain thy brethren of thy father’s house, which were better than thyself:  14 
Behold, with a great plague will the LORD smite thy people, and thy children, and thy wives, 
and all thy goods;  15 And thou shalt have great sickness by disease of thy bowels, until thy 
bowels fall out by reason of the sickness day by day. 
   16 Moreover the LORD stirred up against Jehoram the spirit of the Philistines, and of the 
Arabians, that were near the Ethiopians:  17 And they came up into Judah, and brake into it, and 
carried away all the substance that was found in the king’s house, and his sons also, and his 
wives; so that there was never a son left him, save Jehoahaz, the youngest of his sons.  (2 
Chronicles 21:12-17 KJV) 

 
Behold, the LORD maketh the earth empty, and maketh it waste, and turneth it upside down, and 
scattereth abroad the inhabitants thereof.  2 And it shall be, as with the people, so with the priest; 
as with the servant, so with his master; as with the maid, so with her mistress; as with the buyer, 
so with the seller; as with the lender, so with the borrower; as with the taker of usury, so with the 
giver of usury to him.  3 The land shall be utterly emptied, and utterly spoiled:  for the LORD 
hath spoken this word.  (Isaiah 24:1-3 KJV)  [See also Isaiah 24:4-12] 
 
Therefore now thus saith the LORD, the God of hosts, the God of Israel; Wherefore commit ye 
this great evil against your souls, to cut off from you man and woman, child and suckling, out of 
Judah, to leave you none to remain; 8 In that ye provoke me unto wrath with the works of your 
hands, burning incense unto other gods in the land of Egypt, whither ye be gone to dwell, that ye 
might cut yourselves off, and that ye might be a curse and a reproach among all the nations of the 
earth?  (Jeremiah 44:7-8 KJV) 
 
Return, ye backsliding children, and I will heal your backslidings.  Behold, we come unto thee; 
for thou art the LORD our God.  23 Truly in vain is salvation hoped for from the hills, and from 
the multitude of mountains:  truly in the LORD our God is the salvation of Israel.  24 For shame 
hath devoured the labor of our fathers from our youth; their flocks and their herds, their sons and 
their daughters.  25 We lie down in our shame, and our confusion covereth us:  for we have 
sinned against the LORD our God, we and our fathers, from our youth even unto this day, and 
have not obeyed the voice of the LORD our God.  (Jeremiah 3:22-25 KJV)  [See also Jeremiah 
5:11-18] 
 
Woe unto him that buildeth his house by unrighteousness, and his chambers by wrong; that useth 
his neighbor’s service without wages, and giveth him not for his work; 14 That saith, I will build 
me a wide house and large chambers, and cutteth him out windows; and it is ceiled with cedar, 
and painted with vermilion.  15 Shalt thou reign, because thou closest thyself in cedar?  did not 
thy father eat and drink, and do judgment and justice, and then it was well with him?  16 He 
judged the cause of the poor and needy; then it was well with him:  was not this to know me?  
saith the LORD.  17 But thine eyes and thine heart are not but for thy covetousness, and for to 
shed innocent blood, and for oppression, and for violence, to do it.  18 Therefore thus saith the 
LORD concerning Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah; They shalt not lament for him, 
saying, Ah my brother!  or, Ah sister!  they shall not lament for him, saying, Ah lord! or, Ah his 
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glory!  19 He shall be buried with the burial of an ass, drawn and cast forth beyond the gates of 
Jerusalem.  (Jeremiah 22:13-19 KJV) 
 
Therefore I am full of the fury of the LORD; I am weary with holding in:  I will pour it out upon 
the children abroad, and upon the assembly of young men together:  for even the husband with 
the wife shall be taken, the aged with him that is full of days.  12 And their houses shall be 
turned unto others, with their fields and wives together:  for I will stretch out my hand upon the 
inhabitants of the land, saith the LORD.  (Jeremiah 6:11-12 KJV) 
 
Yea, the stork in the heaven knoweth her appointed times; and the turtle and the crane and the 
swallow observe the time of their coming; but my people know not the judgment of the LORD.  
8 How do we say, We are wise, and the law of the LORD is with us?  Lo, certainly in vain made 
he it; the pen of the scribes is in vain.  9 The wise men are ashamed, they are dismayed and 
taken:  lo, they have rejected the word of the LORD; and what wisdom is in them?  10 Therefore 
will I give their wives unto others, and their fields to them that shall inherit them:  for every one 
from the least even unto the greatest is given to covetousness, from the prophet even unto the 
priest every one dealeth falsely.  11 For they have healed the hurt of the daughter of my people 
slightly, saying, Peace, peace; when there is no peace.  12 Were they ashamed when they had 
committed abomination?  nay, they were not at all ashamed, neither could they blush:  therefore 
shall they fall among them that fall:  in the time of their visitation they shall be cast down, saith 
the LORD.  (Jeremiah 8:7-12 KJV) 
 
Then said I, Ah, Lord GOD!  behold, the prophets say unto them, Ye shall not see the sword, 
neither shall ye have famine; but I will give you assured peace in this place.  14 Then the LORD 
said unto me, The prophets prophesy lies in my name:  I sent them not, neither have I 
commanded them, neither spake unto them:  they prophesy unto you a false vision and 
divination, and a thing of nought, and the deceit of their heart.  15 Therefore thus saith the 
LORD concerning the prophets that prophesy in my name, and I sent them not, yet they say, 
Sword and famine shall not be in this land; By sword and famine shall those prophets be 
consumed.  16 And the people to whom they prophesy shall be cast out in the streets of 
Jerusalem because of the famine and the sword; and they shall have none to bury them, them, 
their wives, nor their sons, nor their daughters for I will pour their wickedness upon them.  
(Jeremiah 14:13-16 KJV) 
 
“Look, O LORD, and consider:  Whom have you ever treated like this?  Should women eat their 
offspring, the children they have cared for?  Should priest and prophet be killed in the sanctuary 
of the Lord? 
   21 “Young and old lie together in the dust of the streets; my young men and maidens have 
fallen by the sword.  You have slain them in the day of your anger; you have slaughtered them 
without pity. 
   22 “As you summon to a feast day, so you summoned against me terrors on every side.  In the 
day of the LORD’s anger no one escaped or survived; those I cared for and reared, my enemy 
has destroyed.”  (Lamentations 2:20-22)  [See also Lamentations 4:9-11] 
 
Remember, O LORD, what is come upon us:  consider, and behold our reproach.  2 Our 
inheritance is turned to strangers, our houses to aliens.  3 We are orphans and fatherless, our 
mothers are as widows.  4 We have drunken our water for money; our wood is sold unto us.  5 
Our necks are under persecution:  we labor, and have no rest.  6 We have given the hand to the 
Egyptians, and to the Assyrians, to be satisfied with bread.  7 Our fathers have sinned, and are 
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not; and we have borne their iniquities.  8 Servants have ruled over us:  there is none that doth 
deliver us out of their hand.  9 We gat our bread with the peril of our lives, because of the sword 
of the wilderness.  10 Our skin was black like an oven, because of the terrible famine.  11 They 
ravished the women in Zion, and the maids in the cities of Judah.  12 Princes are hanged up by 
their hand:  the faces of elders were not honored.  13 They took the young men to grind, and the 
children fell under the wood.  14 The elders have ceased from the gate, the young men from their 
music.  15 The joy of our heart is ceased; our dance is turned into mourning.  16 The crown is 
fallen from our head:  woe unto us, that we have sinned!  (Lamentations 5:1-16 KJV) 
 
And to the others he said in mine hearing, Go ye after him through the city, and smite:  let not 
your eye spare, neither have ye pity:  6 Slay utterly old and young, both maids, and little 
children, and women:  but come not near any man upon whom is the mark; and begin at my 
sanctuary.  Then they began at the ancient men which were before the house.  7 And he said unto 
them, Defile the house, and fill the courts with the slain:  go ye forth.  And they went forth, and 
slew in the city. 
   8 And it came to pass, while they were slaying them, and I was left, that I fell upon my face, 
and cried, and said, Ah Lord GOD!  wilt thou destroy all the residue of Israel in thy pouring out 
of thy fury upon Jerusalem?  9 Then said he unto me, The iniquity of the house of Israel and 
Judah is exceeding great, and the land if full of blood, and the city full of perverseness:  for they 
say, The LORD hath forsaken the earth, and the LORD seeth not.  10 And as for me also, mine 
eye shall not spare, neither will I have pity, but I will recompense their way upon their head.  11 
And, behold, the man clothed with linen, which had the inkhorn by his side, reported the matter, 
saying, I have done as thou hast commanded me.  (Ezekiel 9:1-11 KJV) 
 
For behold, in those days, and in that time, when I shall bring again the captivity of Judah and 
Jerusalem, 2 I will also gather all nations, and will bring them down into the valley of 
Jehoshaphat, and will plead with them there for my people and for my heritage Israel, whom they 
have scattered among the nations, and parted my land.  3 And they have cast lots for my people; 
and have given a boy for a harlot, and sold a girl for wine, that they might drink.  4 Yea, and 
what have ye to do with me, O Tyre, and Zidon, and all the coasts of Palestine?  will ye render 
me a recompense?  and if ye recompense me, swiftly and speedily will I return your recompense 
upon your own head; 5 Because ye have taken my silver and my gold, and have carried into your 
temples my goodly pleasant things:  6 The children also of Judah and the children of Jerusalem 
have ye sold unto the Grecians, that ye might remove them far from their border.  7 Behold, I 
will raise them out of the place whither ye have sold them, and will return your recompense upon 
your own head:  8 And I will sell your sons and your daughters into the hand of the children of 
Judah, and they shall sell them to the Sabeans, to a people far off:  for the LORD hath spoken it.  
(Joel 3:1-8 KJV) 
 
Now therefore hear thou the word of the LORD:  Thou sayest, Prophesy not against Israel, and 
drop not thy word against the house of Isaac.  17 Therefore thus saith the LORD; Thy wife shall 
be a harlot in the city, and thy sons and thy daughters shall fall by the sword, and thy land shall 
be divided by line; and thou shalt die in a polluted land:  and Israel shall surely go into captivity 
forth of his land.  (Amos 7:16-17 KJV) 
 
  The Rechabites:  There are those who are faithful: 
 
And I set before the sons of the house of the Rechabites pots full of wine, and cups, and I said 
unto them, Drink ye wine.  6 But they said, We will drink no wine:  for Jonadab the son of 
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Rechab our father commanded us, saying, Ye shall drink no wine, neither ye, nor your sons for 
ever:  7 Neither shall ye build house, nor sow seed, nor plant vineyard, nor have any:  but all 
your days ye shall dwell in tents; that ye may live many days in the land where ye be strangers.  
8 Thus have we obeyed the voice of Jonadab the son of Rechab our father in all that he hath 
charged us, to drink no wine all our days, we our wives, or sons, nor our daughters; 9 Nor to 
build houses for us to dwell in:  neither have we vineyard, nor field, nor seed:  10 But we have 
dwelt in tents, and have obeyed, and done according to all that Jonadab our father commanded 
us.  (Jeremiah 35:5-10 KJV) 
 
  Evil was committed against daughters and sons alike: 
 
They did not destroy the nations, concerning whom the LORD commanded them:  35 But were 
mingled among the heathen, and learned their works.  36 And they served their idols:  which 
were a snare unto them.  37 Yea, they sacrificed their sons and their daughters unto devils, 38 
And shed innocent blood, even the blood of their sons and of their daughters, whom they 
sacrificed unto the idols of Canaan:  and the land was polluted with blood.  39 Thus were they 
defiled with their own works, and went a whoring with their own inventions.  40 Therefore was 
the wrath of the LORD kindled against his people, insomuch that he abhorred his own 
inheritance.  (Psalm 106:34-40 KJV) 
 
  Blessings are prayed for for both daughters and sons: 
 
Deliver me and rescue me from the hands of foreigners whose mouths are full of lies, whose 
right hands are deceitful.  12 Then our sons in their youth will be like well-nurtured plants, and 
our daughters will be like pillars carved to adorn a palace.  (Psalm 144:11-12) 
 
  Both males and females suffered for evils committed: 
 
Yet they tempted and provoked the most high God, and kept not his testimonies:  57 But turned 
back, and dealt unfaithfully like their fathers:  they were turned aside like a deceitful bow.  58 
For they provoked him to anger with their high places, and moved him to jealousy with their 
graven images.  59 When God heard this, he was wroth, and greatly abhorred Israel:  60 So that 
he forsook the tabernacle of Shiloh, the tent which he placed among men; 61 And delivered his 
strength into captivity, and his glory into the enemy’s hand.  62 He gave his people over also 
unto the sword; and was wroth with his inheritance.  63 The fire consumed their young men; and 
their maidens were not given to marriage.  64 Their priests fell by the sword; and their widows 
made no lamentation.  (Psalm 78:56-64 KJV) 

 
God rescues all: 

 
This is the word that came unto Jeremiah from the LORD, after that the king Zedekiah had made 
a covenant with all the people which were at Jerusalem, to proclaim liberty unto them; 9 That 
every man should let his manservant, and every man his maidservant, being a Hebrew or a 
Hebrewess, go free; but that none should serve himself of them, to wit, of a Jew his brother.  10 
Now when all the princes, and all the people, which had entered into the covenant, heard that 
every one should let his manservant, and every one his maidservant, go free, that none should 
serve themselves of them any more, then they obeyed, and let them go.  11 But afterward they 
turned, and caused the servants and the handmaids, whom they had let go free, to return, and 
brought them into subjection for servants and for handmaids…15 And ye were now turned, and 
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had done right in my sight, in proclaiming liberty every man to his neighbor; and ye had made a 
covenant before me in the house which is called by my name:  16 But ye turned and polluted my 
name, and caused every man his servant, and every man his handmaid, whom he had set at 
liberty at their pleasure, to return, and brought them into subjection, to be unto you for servants 
and for handmaids.  17 Therefore thus saith the LORD; Ye have not harkened unto me, in 
proclaiming liberty every on to his brother, and every man to his neighbor:  behold, I proclaim a 
liberty for you, saith the LORD, to the sword, to the pestilence, and to the famine; and I will 
make you to be removed into all the kingdoms of the earth.  (Jeremiah 34:8-11,15-17 KJV)  [See 
Jeremiah 34:1-22] 
 
  A sinful society: 
 
Trust ye not in a friend, put ye not confidence in a guide:  keep the doors of thy mouth from her 
that lieth in thy bosom.  6 For the son dishonoreth the father, the daughter riseth up against her 
mother, the daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; a man’s enemies are the men of his own 
house.  7 Therefore I will look unto the LORD; I will wait for the God of my salvation:  my God 
will hear me.  (Micah 7:5-7 KJV)  [See Micah 7:1-4] 
 
  Men and women gathered to hear Jesus: 
 
And when it was evening, his disciples came to him, saying, This is a desert place, and the time 
is now past; send the multitude away, that they may go into the villages, and buy themselves 
victuals.  16 But Jesus said unto them, They need not depart; give ye them to eat.  17 And they 
say unto him, We have here but five loaves, and two fishes.  18 He said, Bring them hither to me.  
19 And he commanded the multitude to sit down on the grass, and took the five loaves, and the 
two fishes, and looking up to heaven, he blessed, and brake, and gave the loaves to his disciples, 
and the disciples to the multitude.  20 And they did all eat, and were filled:  and they took up of 
the fragments that remained twelve baskets full.  21 And they that had eaten were about five 
thousand men, beside women and children.  (Matthew 14:15-21 KJV)  [See also Matthew 15:28] 
 
  Women and men worshiped together: 
 
And when they were come in, they went up into an upper room, where abode both Peter, and 
James, and John, and Andrew, Philip, and Thomas, Bartholomew, and Matthew, James the son 
of Alphaeus, and Simon Zelotes, and Judas the brother of James.  14 These all continued with 
one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with 
his brethren.  (Acts 1:13-14 KJV) 
 
Now when we had discovered Cyprus, we left it on the left hand, and sailed into Syria, and 
landed at Tyre:  for there the ship was to unlade her burden.  4 And finding disciples, we tarried 
there seven days:  who said to Paul through the Spirit, that he should not go up to Jerusalem.  5 
And when we had accomplished those days, we departed and went our way; and they all brought 
us on our way, with wives and children, till we were out of the city:  and we kneeled down on the 
shore, and prayed.  (Acts 21:3-5 KJV) 
 
  Men and women were persecuted: 
 
As for Saul, he made havock of the church, entering into every house, and haling men and 
women committed them to prison.  (Acts 8:3 KJV) 
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And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went 
unto the high priest, 2 And desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found 
any of this way, whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem.  
(Acts 9:1-2 KJV)  [See also Acts 11:4] 
 
  Women and men persecuted believers: 
 
But the Jews stirred up the devout and honorable women, and the chief men of the city, and 
raised persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them out of their coasts.  (Acts 13:50 
KJV) 
 
  The coming of the Holy Spirit: 
 
But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto them, Ye men of Judea, 
and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken to my words:  15 For 
these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is but the third hour of the day.  16 But this is that 
which was spoken by the prophet Joel; 17 And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I 
will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh:  and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and 
your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams:  18 And on my servants 
and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy:   
(Acts 2:14-18 KJV)  [See Acts 2:1-21] 
 
  Females and males in prophesy: 
 
   God returns sons and daughters, manservants and maids: 
 
Fear not:  for I am with thee:  I will bring thy seed from the east, and gather thee from the west; 6 
I will say to the north, Give up; and to the south, Keep not back:  bring my sons from far, and my 
daughters from the ends of the earth; 7 Even every one that is called by my name:  for I have 
created him for my glory, I have formed him; yea, I have made him.  (Isaiah 43:5-7 KJV)  [See 
Isaiah 43:1-4] 
 
Thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I will lift up mine hand to the Gentiles, and set up my 
standard to the people:  and they shall bring thy sons in their arms, and thy daughters shall be 
carried upon their shoulders.  23 And kings shall be thy nursing fathers, and their queens thy 
nursing mothers:  they shall bow down to thee with their face toward the earth, and lick up the 
dust of thy feet; and thou shalt know that I am the LORD:  for they shall not be ashamed that 
wait for me.  (Isaiah 49:22-23 KJV)  [See also Isaiah 60:1-5] 
 
   God will save the faithful remnant: 
 
The word of the LORD came again to me, saying, 13 Son of man, when the land sinneth against 
me by trespassing grievously, then will I stretch out mine hand upon it, and will break the staff of 
the bread thereof, and will send famine upon it, and will cut off man and beast from it:  14 
Though these three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, they should deliver but their own 
souls by their righteousness, saith the Lord GOD. 
   15 If I cause noisome beasts to pass through the land, and they spoil it, so that it be desolate, 
that no man may pass through because of the beasts:  16 Though these three men were in it, as I 
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live, saith the Lord GOD, they shall deliver neither sons nor daughters; they only shall be 
delivered, but the land shall be desolate… 
   22 Yet, behold, therein shall be left a remnant that shall be brought forth, both sons and 
daughters:  behold, they shall come forth unto you, and ye shall see their way and their doings:  
and ye shall be comforted concerning the evil that I have brought upon Jerusalem, even 
concerning all that I have brought upon it.  23 And they shall comfort you, when ye see their 
ways and their doings:  and ye shall know that I have not done without cause all that I have done 
in it, saith the Lord GOD.  (Ezekiel 14:12-16, 22-23 KJV)  [See Ezekiel 14:17-21] 
 
And I will come near to you to judgment; and I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, and 
against the adulterers, and against false swearers, and against those that oppress the hireling in 
his wages, the widow, and the fatherless, and that turn aside the stranger from his right, and fear 
not me, saith the LORD of hosts.  6 For I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob 
are not consumed.  (Malachi 3:5-6 KJV) 
 
   Blessings bestowed on both male and female: 
 
And the LORD their God shall save them in that day as the flock of his people:  for they shall be 
as the stones of a crown, lifted up as an ensign upon his land.  17 For how great is his beauty!  
corn shall make the young men cheerful, and new wine the maids.  (Zechariah 9:16-17 KJV) 
 
Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days.  (Joel 2:29)  
[See Joel 2:28-32] 
 
   Men and women will be lifted up at the end of the age: 
 
But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only.  37 But as 
the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.  38 For as in the days that were 
before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe 
entered into the ark, 39 And knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the 
coming of the Son of man be.  40 Then shall two be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other 
left.  41 Two women shall be grinding at the mill; the one shall be taken, and the other left.  (Matthew 
24:36-40 KJV)  [See also Luke 17:20-37] 
 
 The following passages provide additional support for the idea that in the final analysis females 
and males are given equal: 
 
  In references to family bonds, females and males are mentioned in parallel, 
implying equal consideration: 
 
But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in 
heaven.  34 Think not that I am come to send peace on earth:  I came not to send peace, but a 
sword.  35 For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter against her 
mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law.  36 And a man’s foes shall be they of 
his own household.  37 He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me:  and 
he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.  38 And he that taketh not his 
cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me.  39 He that findeth his life shall lose it:  and 
he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it.  (Matthew 10:33-39 KJV)  [See also Luke 12:49-
53] 
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  In the New Testament female and male family members are referenced equally: 
 
While he yet talked to the people, behold, his mother and his brethren stood without, desiring to speak 
with him.  47 Then one said unto him, Behold, thy mother and thy brethren stand without, desiring to 
speak with thee.  48 But he answered and said unto them that told him, Who is my mother?  and who are 
my brethren?  49 And he stretched forth his hand toward his disciples, and said, Behold my mother and 
my brethren!  50 For whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, the same is my 
brother, and sister, and mother.  (Matthew 12:46-50 KJV)  [See also Luke 8:19-21] 
 
And it came to pass, that when Jesus had finished these parables, he departed thence. 54 And when he 
was come into his own country, he taught them in their synagogue, insomuch that they were astonished, 
and said, Whence hath this man this wisdom, and these mighty works?  55 Is not this the carpenter’s 
son?  is not his mother called Mary?  and his brethren, James, and Joses, and Simon, and Judas?  56 And 
his sisters, are they not all with us?  Whence then hath this man all these things? 57 And they were 
offended in him But Jesus said unto the, A prophet is not without honor, save in his own country, and in 
his own house.  58 And he did not many mighty works there because of their unbelief.  (Matthew 13:53-
58 KJV) 
 
Then answered Peter and said unto him, Behold, we have forsaken all, and followed thee; what shall we 
have therefore?  28 And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which have followed me, 
in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.  29 And every one that hath forsaken house, or brethren, or 
sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name’s sake, shall receive an 
hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life.  30 But many that are first shall be last; and the last shall 
be first.  (Matthew 19:27-30 KJV)  [See also Luke 18:28-30] 
 
   Jesus cited Elisha’s being sent to a woman and a man: 
 
And all bare him witness, and wondered at the gracious words which proceeded out of his 
mouth.  And they said, Is not this Joseph’s son?  23 And he said unto them, Ye will surely say 
unto me this proverb, Physician, heal thyself:  whatsoever we have heard done in Capernaum, do 
also here in thy country.  24 And he said, Verily I say unto you, No prophet is accepted in his 
own country.  25 But I tell you of a truth, many widows were in Israel in the days of Elijah, when 
the heaven was shut up three years and six months, when great famine was throughout all the 
land; 26 But unto none of them was Elijah sent, save unto Sarepta, a city of Sidon, unto a woman 
that was a widow.  27 And many lepers were in Israel in the time of Elisha the prophet; and none 
of them was cleansed, saving Naaman the Syrian.  (Luke 4:22-27 KJV)  [See also Luke 4:16-32 
and footnote for Luke 4:26-27 in the NIV Study Bible] 
 
   Conversion: 
 
And when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked:  and others said, We will 
hear thee again of this matter.  33 So Paul departed from among them.  34 Howbeit certain men 
clave unto him, and believed:  among the which was Dionysius the Areopagite, and a woman 
named Damaris, and others with them.  (Acts 17:32-34 KJV) 
 
Nevertheless, more and more men and women believed in the Lord and were added to their 
number.  (Acts 5:14)  [See Acts 5:12-16] 
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But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the 
name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.  (Acts 8:12 KJV) 
 
Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, 
where was a synagogue of the Jews:  2 And Paul, as his manner was, went in unto them, and 
three Sabbath days reasoned with them out of the scriptures, 3 Opening and alleging, that Christ 
must needs have suffered, and risen again from the dead; and that this Jesus, whom I preach unto 
you, is Christ.  4 And some of them believed, and consorted with Paul and Silas; and of the 
devout Greeks a great multitude, and of the chief women not a few…12 Therefore many of them 
believed; also of honorable women which were Greeks, and of men, not a few.  (Acts 17:1-4,12 
KJV) 
 
 Job’s story provides insight into how people of the Old Testament viewed women and  
reiterates a number of themes touched upon in other Bible verses: 
 
  Family relations in Job’s time: 
 
And his sons went and feasted in their houses, every one his day; and sent and called for their 
three sisters to eat and drink with them.  (Job 1:4 KJV) 
 
  Job’s sons and daughters shared a common destiny: 
 
There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man was perfect and upright, 
and one that feared God, and eschewed evil.  2 And there were born unto him seven sons and 
three daughters…18 While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, Thy sons and 
thy daughters were eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother’s house:  19 And, behold, 
there came a great wind from the wilderness, and smote the four corners of the house, and it fell 
upon the young men, and they are dead; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee.  20 Then Job 
arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and fell down upon the ground, and worshipped, 
21 And said, Naked came I out of my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return thither:  the 
LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD.  22 In all this 
Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly.  (Job 1:1-2, 8-22 KJV) 
 
  Job’s wife gave him ill-considered advice: 
 
Then said his wife unto him, Dost thou still retain thine integrity?  curse God, and die.  10 But he 
said unto her, Thou speakest as one of the foolish women speaketh.  What?  shall we receive 
good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil?  In all this did not Job sin with his lips.  
(Job 2:9-10 KJV) 
 
  Sons and daughters were counted among Job’s blessings: 

 
So the LORD blessed the latter end of Job more than his beginning:  for he had fourteen 
thousand sheep, and six thousand camels, and a thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand she asses.  
13 He had also seven sons and three daughters.  14 And he called the name of the first Jemima; 
and the name of the second Kezia; and the name of the third Keren-happuch.  15 And in all the 
land were no women found so fair as the daughters of Job:  and their father gave them 
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inheritance among their brethren.  (Job 42:12-15 KJV)  [Note that Job included his daughters in 
his inheritance.] 
 
  Job made equal reference to females and males: 
   
I have said to corruption, Thou art my father:  to the worm, Thou art my mother, and my sister.  
(Job 17:14 KJV) 
 
  Part of Job’s grief derived from being abandoned by males and females alike: 
 
He hath put my brethren far from me, and mine acquaintance are verily estranged from me.  14 
My kinsfolk have failed, and my familiar friends have forgotten me.  15 They that dwell in mine 
house, and my maids, count me for a stranger:  I am an alien in their sight.  16 I called my 
servant, and he gave me no answer; I entreated him with my mouth.  17 My breath is strange to 
my wife, though I entreated for the children’s sake of mine own body.  18 Yea, young children 
despised me; I arose, and they spake against me.  19 All my inward friends abhorred me:  and 
they whom I loved are turned against me.  (Job 19:13-19 KJV) 
 
  After being restored, sisters, brothers, and acquaintances alike returned to Job: 
 
Then came there unto him all his brethren, and all his sisters, and all they that had been of his 
acquaintance before, and did eat bread with him in his house:  and they bemoaned him, and 
comforted him over all the evil that the LORD had brought upon him:  every man also gave him 
a piece of money, and every one an earring of gold.  (Job 42:11 KJV) 
 

Forty-two Women in the Bible 
 

 The Concordance of the NIV Study Bible lists 275 people by name.  Forty-two, or 15%, 
of these are women.  Written in the 1940’s, Johnny Mercer’s song, Accentuate the Positive, 
advises us to,  “Accentuate the positive, eliminate the negative…and don’t mess with Mr. In- 
between.”  This summarizes the categories into which people fall, including women prominent 
enough to be mentioned by name in the Bible.  Some followed God’s directives and are known 
for doing good.  Some have failed to “eliminate the negative,” performing evil deeds.  Others 
attempted to hedge their bets by going along with the status quo until a crisis revealed their lack 
of faith – thus offering insight into why we should not “mess with Mr. In-between.” 
 

Women Known for Doing Good/Accentuating the Positive 
 

Mary, the mother of Jesus (Matthew 1:16), is known for her faith in God.   
 
Events preceding the birth of Jesus are described in Luke: 

 
And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named 
Nazareth, 27 To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and 
the virgin’s name was Mary.  28 And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art 
highly favored, the Lord is with thee:  blessed art thou among women.  29 And when she saw 
him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what manner of salutation this should 
be.  30 And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary:  for thou hast found favor with God.  31 
And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name 
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JESUS.  32 He shall be great, and shall be called the son of the Highest:  and the Lord God shall 
give unto him the throne of his father David:  33 And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for 
ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.  34 Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall 
this be, seeing I know not a man?  35 And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost 
shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee:  therefore also that 
holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.  36 And, behold, thy 
cousin Elisabeth, she hath also conceived a son in her old age:  and this is the sixth month with 
her, who was called barren.  37 For with God nothing shall be impossible.  38 And Mary said, 
Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word.  And the angel departed 
from her.  39 And Mary arose in those days, and went into the hill county with haste, into a city 
of Judah; 40 And entered into the house of Zechariah, and saluted Elisabeth.  41 And it came to 
pass, that, when Elisabeth heard the salutation of Mary, the babe leaped in her womb; and 
Elisabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost:  42 And she spake out with a loud voice, and said, 
Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb.  43 And whence is this to 
me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?  44 For, lo, as soon as the voice of thy 
salutation sounded in mine ears, the babe leaped in my womb for joy.  45 And blessed is 
she that believed:  for there shall be a performance of those things which were told her from the Lord.  
46 And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord, 47 And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior.  
48 For he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden:  for, behold, from henceforth all generations 
shall call me blessed.  49 For he that is mighty hath done to me great things; and holy is his name.  50 
And his mercy is on them that fear him from generation to generation.  51 He hath shewed strength with 
his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.  52 He hath put down the mighty 
from their seats, and exalted them of low degree.  53 He hath filled the hungry with good things; and the 
rich he hath sent empty away.  54 He hath holpen his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy; 55 As 
he spake to our fathers, to Abraham, and to his seed for ever.  56 And Mary abode with her about three 
months, and returned to her own house.  (Luke 1:26-56 KJV) 
 
 Matthew’s account of Jesus’ birth: 
 
Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise:  When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, 
before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost.  19 Then Joseph her husband, 
being a just man, and not willing to make her a public example, was minded to put her away privily.  20 
But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, 
saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife; for that which is conceived 
in her is of the Holy Ghost.  21 And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS:  for 
he shall save his people from their sins.  22 Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken of the Lord by the prophet saying, 23 Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a 
son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.  24 Then Joseph 
being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him, and took unto him his wife:  25 
And knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son:  and he called his name JESUS.  (Matthew 
1:18-25 KJV) 
 
 Luke’s account of Jesus’ birth: 
 
And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the world 
should be taxed.  2 (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.)  3 And all 
went to be taxed, every one into his own city.  4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of 
Nazareth, into Judea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house 
and lineage of David:)  5 To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child.  6 And so it 
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was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered.  7 And she 
brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; 
because there was no room for them in the inn.  8 And there were in the same country shepherds abiding 
in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.  9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone round about them:  and they were sore afraid.  10 And the angel said 
unto them, fear not:  for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.  11 
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.  12 And this shall 
be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.  13 And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, 14 Glory 
to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.  15 And it came to pass, as the angels 
were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto 
Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us.  16 And 
they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.  17 And when they 
had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them concerning this child.  18 And all 
they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by the shepherds.  19 But Mary kept all 
these things, and pondered them in her heart.  (Luke 2:1-19 KJV) 
 
 The following occurred when Jesus was presented to the Lord:   
 
And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; and the same man was just and 
devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel:  and the Holy Ghost was upon him.  26 And it was revealed 
unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see death, before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.  27 And 
he came by the Spirit into the temple:  and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him 
after the custom of the law, 28 Then took he him up in his arms, and blessed God, and said, 29 Lord, 
now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word:  30 For mine eyes have seen thy 
salvation, 31 Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; 32 A light to lighten the Gentiles, 
and the glory of thy people Israel.  33 And Joseph and his mother marveled at those things which were 
spoken of him.  34 And Simeon blessed them, and said unto Mary his mother, Behold, this child is set 
for the fall and rising again of many in Israel; and for a sign which shall be spoken against; 35 (Yea, a 
sword shall pierce through thy own soul also,) that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.  (Luke 
2:25-35 KJV) 
 
 The following account is given of events when Jesus was 12 years old.: 
 
And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom:  and the grace of God was 
upon him.  41 Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast of the Passover.  42 And 
when he was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem after the custom of the feast.  43 And 
when they had fulfilled the days, as they returned, the child Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem; 
and Joseph and his mother knew not of it.  44 But they, supposing him to have been in the 
company, went a day’s journey; and they sought him among their kinsfolk and acquaintance.  45 
And when they found him not, they turned back again to Jerusalem, seeking him.  46 And it 
came to pass, that after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the 
doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions.  47 And all that heard him were 
astonished at his understanding and answers.  48 And when they saw him, they were amazed:  
and his mother said unto him, Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us?  behold, thy father and I 
have sought thee sorrowing.  49 And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me?  wist ye not 
that I must be about my Father’s business?  50 And they understood not the saying which he 
spake unto them.  51 And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject unto 
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them:  but his mother kept all these sayings in her heart.  52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and 
stature, and in favor with God and man.  (Luke 2: 40-52 KJV) 
 
 Mary was present when Jesus performed his first miracle: 
 
And the third day there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; and the mother of Jesus was there:  2 
And both Jesus was called, and his disciples, to the marriage.  3 And when they wanted wine, the 
mother of Jesus saith unto him, They have no wine.  4 Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have I 
to do with thee?  mine hour is not yet come.  5 His mother saith unto the servants, Whatsoever he 
saith unto you, do it.  6 And there were set there six water pots of stone, after the manner of the 
purifying of the Jews, containing two or three firkins apiece.  7 Jesus saith unto them, Fill the 
waterpots with water.  And they filled them up to the brim.  8 And he saith unto them, Draw out 
now, and bear unto the governor of the feast.  And they bare it.  9 When the ruler of the feast had 
tasted the water that was made wine, and knew not whence it was:  (but the servants which drew 
the water knew;) the governor of the feast called the bridegroom.  10 And saith unto him, Every 
man at the beginning doth set forth good wine; and when  men have well drunk, then that which 
is worse:  but thou hast kept the good wine until now.  11 This beginning of miracles did Jesus in 
Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth his glory; and his disciples believed on him.  (John 2:1-22 
KJV) 
 
 An event that occurred during Jesus’ ministry: 
 
There came then his brethren and his mother, and, standing without, sent unto him, calling him.  
32 And the multitude sat about him, and they said unto him, Behold, thy mother and thy brethren 
without seek for thee.  33 And he answered them, saying, Who is my mother and my brethren!  
34 And he looked round about on them which sat about him, and said, Behold my mother and 
my brethren!  35 For whosoever shall do the will of God, the same is my brother, and my sister, 
and my mother.  (Mark 3:31-35 KJV)  [Accounts of this event are also found in Mt 12:46-50 and 
Lk 8:19-21] 
 
 Mary was present at the cross: 
 
Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of 
Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene.  26 When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the disciple 
standing by, whom he loved, he saith unto his mother, Woman, behold thy son!  27 Then saith he 
to the disciple, Behold thy mother!  and from that hour that disciple took her unto his own home.  
(John 19:25-27) 
 
 Mary met with the disciples after Jesus was taken up into heaven: 
 
These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women, and Mary the 
mother of Jesus, and with his brethren.  (Acts 1:14 KJV)  [See Acts 1:1-13] 
 
 Followers of Christ: 
 
Mary Magdalene 
 
After this, Jesus traveled about from one town and village to another, proclaiming the good news 
of the kingdom of God.  The Twelve were with him, 2 and also some women who had been 
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cured of evil spirits and diseases:  Mary (called Magdalene) from whom seven demons had come 
out; 3 Joanna the wife of Cuza, the manager of Herod’s household; Susanna; and many others.  
These women were helping to support them out of their own means.  (Luke 8:1-3) 
 
  Mary Magdalene was present when Jesus was crucified: 
 
And many women were there beholding afar off, which followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering unto 
him:  56 Among which was Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James and Joses, and the mother 
of Zebedee’s children.  57 When the even was come, there came a rich man of Arimathaea, named 
Joseph, who also himself was Jesus’ disciple:  58 He went to Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus.  Then 
Pilate commanded the body to be delivered.  59 And when Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it in a 
clean linen cloth.  60 And laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn out in the rock:  and he rolled 
a great stone to the door of the sepulcher, and departed.  61 And there was Mary Magdalene, and the 
other Mary, sitting over against the sepulcher.  (Mt 27:55-61)  [See also Mark 15:40,47 and Jn 19:25] 
 
In the end of the Sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, came Mary Magdalene 
and the other Mary to see the sepulcher.  2 And, behold, there was a great earthquake:  for the angel of 
the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it.  3 
His countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow:  4 And for fear of him the keepers 
did shake, and became as dead men.  5 And the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not ye:  
for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified.  6 He is not here:  for he is risen, as he said.  Come, 
see the place where the Lord lay.  7 And go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen from the dead;  
and, behold, he goeth before you into Galilee; there shall ye see him:  lo, I have told you.  8 And they 
departed quickly from the sepulcher with fear and great joy; and did run to bring his disciples word. 
   9 And as they went to tell his disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying, All hail.  And they came and 
held him by the feet, and worshipped him.  10 Then said Jesus unto them, Be not afraid:  go tell my 
brethren that they go into Galilee, and there shall they see me.  (Matthew 28:1-10) 
 
  Luke also gives an account of this event, adding that the apostles did not believe 
the women when they told them they had seen Jesus: 
 
Now upon the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they came unto the sepulcher, 
bringing the spices which they had prepared, and certain others with them.  2 And they found the 
stone rolled away from the sepulcher.  3 And they entered in, and found not the body of the Lord 
Jesus.  4 And it came to pass, as they were much perplexed thereabout, behold, two men stood by 
them in shining garments:  5 And as they were afraid, and bowed down their faces to the earth, 
they said unto them, Why seek ye the living among the dead?  6 He is not here, but is risen:  
remember how he spake unto you when he was yet in Galilee, 7 Saying, The Son of man must be 
delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again.  8 And they 
remembered his words.  9 And returned from the sepulcher, and told all these things unto the 
eleven, and to all the rest.  10 It was Mary Magdalene, and Joanna, and Mary the mother of 
James, and other women that were with them, which told these things unto the apostles.  11 And 
their words seemed to them as idle tales, and they believed them not.  (Luke 24:1-11 KJV) 
 
  John also gives an account of this event: 
 
The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, when it was yet dark, unto the 
sepulcher, and seeth the stone taken away from the sepulcher.  2 Then she runneth, and cometh 
to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and saith unto them, They have 
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taken away the Lord out of the sepulcher, and we know not where they have laid him.  3 Peter 
therefore went forth, and that other disciple, and came to the sepulcher.  4 So they ran both 
together; and the other disciple did outrun Peter, and came first to the sepulcher.  5 And he 
stooping down, and looking in, saw the linen clothes lying; yet went he not in.  6 Then cometh 
Simon Peter following him, and went into the sepulcher, and seeth the linen clothes lie, 7 And 
the napkin, that was about his head, not lying with the linen clothes, but wrapped together in a 
place by itself.  8 Then went in also that other disciple, which came first to the sepulcher, and he 
saw, and believed.  9 For as yet they knew not the scripture, that he must rise again from the 
dead.  10 Then the disciples went away again unto their own home. 
   11 But Mary stood without at the sepulcher weeping:  and as she wept, she stooped down, and 
looked into the sepulcher,  12 And seeth two angels in white sitting, the one at the head, and the 
other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain.  13 And they say unto her, Woman, why 
weepest thou?  She saith unto them, Because they have taken away my Lord, and I know not 
where they have laid him.  14 And when she had thus said, she turned herself back, and saw 
Jesus standing, and knew not that it was Jesus.  15 Jesus saith unto her, Woman, why weepest 
thou?  whom seekest thou?  She, supposing him to be the gardener, saith unto him, Sir, if thou 
have borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will take him away.  16 Jesus saith 
unto her, Mary.  She turned herself, and saith unto him, Rabboni; which is to say, Master.  17 
Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father:  but go to my 
brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your 
God.  18 Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and that he 
had spoken these things unto her.  (Jn 20:1-18)  [See also Mk 16:1-11] 
 
Martha and Mary: 
 
Now it came to pass, as they went, that he entered into a certain village:  and a certain woman 
named Martha received him into her house.  39 And she had a sister called Mary, which also sat 
at Jesus’ feet, and heard his word.  40 But Martha was cumbered about much serving, and came 
to him, and said, Lord, dost thou not care that my sister hath left me to serve alone?  bid her 
therefore that she help me.  41 And Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art 
careful and troubled about many things:  42 But one thing is needful:  and Mary hath chosen that 
good part, which shall not be taken away from her.  (Lk 10:38-42 KJV) 
 
Now a certain man was sick, named Lazarus, of Bethany, the town of Mary and her sister 
Martha.  2 (It was that Mary which anointed the Lord with ointment, and wiped his feet with her 
hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick.)  3 Therefore his sisters sent unto him, saying, Lord, 
behold, he whom thou lovest is sick.  4 When Jesus heard that, he said, This sickness is not unto 
death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God might be glorified thereby.  5 Now Jesus 
loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus…20 Then Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus was 
coming, went and met him:  but Mary sat still in the house.  21 Then said Martha unto Jesus, 
Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died.  22 But I know, that even now, 
whatsoever thou wilt ask of God, God will give it thee.  23 Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother shall 
rise again.  24 Martha saith unto him, I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the last 
day.  25 Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life:  he that believeth in me, though 
he were dead, yet shall he live:  26 And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die.  
Believest thou this?  27 She saith unto him, Yea, Lord:  I believe that thou art the Christ, the Son 
of God, which should come into the world.  28 And when she had so said, she went her way, and 
called Mary her sister secretly saying, The Master is come, and calleth for thee.  29 As soon as 
she heard that, she arose quickly, and came unto him.  30 Now Jesus was not yet come into the 



Women in the Bible   32

town, but was in that place where Martha met him.  31The Jews then which were with her in the 
house, and comforted her, when they saw Mary, that she rose up hastily and went out, followed 
her, saying, She goeth unto the grave to weep there.  32 Then when Mary was come where Jesus 
was, and saw him, she fell down at his feet, saying unto him, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my 
brother had not died.  33 When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews also weeping 
which came with her, he groaned in the spirit, and was troubled, 34 And said, Where have ye laid 
him?  They said unto him, Lord, come and see.  35 Jesus wept.  36 Then said the Jews, Behold 
how he loved him!  37 And some of them said, Could not this man, which opened the eyes of the 
blind, have caused that even this man should not have died?  38 Jesus therefore again groaning in 
himself cometh to the grave.  It was a cave, and a stone lay upon it.  39 Jesus said, Take ye away 
the stone.  Martha, the sister of him that was dead, saith unto him, Lord, by this time he stinketh:  
for he hath been dead four days.  40 Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto thee, that, if thou 
wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God?  41 Then they took away the stone from 
the place where the dead was laid.  And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, Father, I thank thee 
that thou hast heard me.  42 And I knew that thou hearest me always:  but because of the people 
which stand by I said it, that they may believe that thou hast sent me.  43 And when he thus had 
spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth.  44 And he that was dead came forth, 
bound hand and foot with grave clothes:  and his face was bound about with a napkin.  Jesus 
saith unto them, Loose him, and let him go.  (John 11:1-5,20-44 KJV)  [See John 11:1-57] 
 
Then Jesus six days before the Passover came to Bethany, where Lazarus was which had been 
dead, whom he raised from the dead.  2 There they made him a supper; and Martha served:  but 
Lazarus was one of them that sat at the table with him.  3 Then took Mary a pound of ointment of 
spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair:  and the 
house was filled with the odor of the ointment.  4 Then saith one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, 
Simon’s son, which should betray him, 5 Why was not this ointment sold for three hundred 
pence, and given to the poor?  6 This he said, not that he cared for the poor; but because he was a 
thief, and had the bag, and bare what was put therein.  7 Then said Jesus, Let her alone:  against 
the day of my burying hath she kept this.  8 For the poor always ye have with you; but me ye 
have not always.  (Jn 12:1-8 KJV) 
 
 Many Early Christians were women.  Dorcas, Phoebe, and Priscilla were singled out as 
doing good: 
 
Dorcas was always doing good: 
 
Now there was at Joppa a certain disciple named Tabitha, which by interpretation is called 
Dorcas:  the woman was full of good works and almsdeeds which she did.  37 And it came to 
pass in those days, that she was sick, and died:  whom when they had washed, they laid her in an 
upper chamber.  38 And forasmuch as Lydda was nigh to Joppa, and the disciples had heard that 
Peter was there, they sent unto him two men, desiring him that he would not delay to come to 
them.  39 Then Peter arose and went with them.  When he was come, they brought him into the 
upper chamber:  and all the widows stood by him weeping, and shewing the coats and garments 
which Dorcas made, while she was with them.  40 But Peter put them all forth; and kneeled 
down, and prayed; and turning him to the body said, Tabitha, arise.  And she opened her eyes:  
and when she saw Peter, she sat up.  41 And he gave her his hand, and lifted her up, and when he 
had called the saints and widows, presented her alive.  42 And it was known throughout all 
Joppa; and many believed in the Lord.  (Ac 9:36-42 KJV) 
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Phoebe is described as follows: 
 
I commend unto you Phoebe our sister, which is a servant of the church which is at Cenchrea:  2 
That ye receive her in the Lord, as becometh saints, and that ye assist her in whatsoever business 
she hath need of you:  for she hath been a succorer of many, and of myself also.  (Romans 16:1-2 
KJV) 
 
Priscilla is introduced as follows: 
 
After these things Paul departed from Athens, and came to Corinth; 2 And found a certain Jew 
named Aquila, born in Pontus, lately come from Italy, with his wife Priscilla; (because that 
Claudius had commanded all Jews to depart from Rome:) and came unto them.  3 And because 
he was of the same craft, he abode with them, and wrought:  for by their occupation they were 
tentmakers…   18 And Paul after this tarried there yet a good while, and then took his leave of 
the brethren, and sailed thence into Syria, and with him Priscilla and Aquila…19 And he came to 
Ephesus, and left them there:  but he himself entered into the synagogue, and reasoned with the 
Jews…   24 And a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man, and mighty 
in the scriptures, came to Ephesus.  25 This man was instructed in the way of the Lord; and being 
fervent in the spirit, he spake and taught diligently the things of the Lord, knowing only the 
baptism of John.  26 And he began to speak boldly in the synagogue:  whom when Aquila and 
Priscilla had heard, they took him unto them, and expounded unto him the way of God more 
perfectly.  (Ac 18:1-3,18-19,24-26 KJV) 
 
 That Priscilla and Aquila worked with Paul is recorded as follows: 
 
Greet Priscilla and Aquila my helpers in Christ Jesus:  4 Who have for my life laid down their 
own necks:  unto whom not only I give thanks, but also all the churches of the Gentiles.  
(Romans 16:3 KJV) 
 
The churches of Asia salute you.  Aquila and Priscilla salute you much in the Lord, with the 
church that is in their house.  (1 Co 16:19 KJV) 
 
Greet Priscilla and Aquila…  (2 Ti 4:19) 
 
Ruth and Esther 
 

Books of the Bible are named for Ruth and Esther.  Ruth was a woman of Moab, 
the great-grandmother of David, and an ancestress of Jesus.  She is one of 4 women 
mentioned in Matthew’s genealogy of Jesus.  The others are Tamar, Rahab and 
Bathsheba [See Matthew 1:3,5-6].  Ruth lived during the time of judges, which extended 
from around 1380 B.C. to the rise of Saul in 1050 B.C.  The book of Ruth is brief, 
consisting of only four chapters.  The best way to learn about the life of Ruth is to read 
the entire book, studying the footnotes and reading related Bible verses given in the 
center margin.  The following verses reflect the exemplary life lead by Ruth: 

 
And Ruth said, Entreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following after thee:  for whither 
thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge:  thy people shall be my people, and 
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thy God my God:  17 Where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buried:  the Lord do so to 
me, and more also, if ought but death part thee and me.  (Ruth 1:16-17 KJV)2 
 
And he said, Blessed be thou of the Lord, my daughter:  for thou hast shewed more kindness in 
the latter end than at the beginning, inasmuch as thou followedst not young men, whether poor or 
rich.  11 And now, my daughter, fear not; I will do to thee all that thou requirest:  for all the city 
of my people doth know that thou art a virtuous woman.  (Ruth 3:10-11 KJV)3 
 
So Boaz took Ruth, and she was his wife:  and when he went in unto her, the Lord gave her 
conception, and she bare a son.  14And the women said unto Naomi, Blessed be the Lord, which 
hath not left thee this day without a kinsman, that his name may be famous in Israel.  15 And he 
shall be unto thee a restorer of thy life, and a nourisher of thine old age:  for thy daughter in law, 
which loveth thee, which is better to thee than seven sons, hath born him.  16 And Naomi took 
the child, and laid it in her bosom, and became nurse unto it.  17 And the women her neighbors 
gave it a name, saying, There is a son born to Naomi; and they called his name Obed:  he is the 
father of Jesse, the father of David…  (Ruth 4:13-17 KJV) 
 

Esther is a longer Book than Ruth, consisting of 10 chapters.  Nevertheless, the best way 
to learn about the life of Esther is to read the entire book, studying the footnotes and reading 
related Bible verses given in the center margin.  Esther was an orphan who was raised by her 
uncle, Mordecai.  She gained the favor of King Xerxes, and he made her queen.  When Haman 
persuaded the king to kill all of the Jews in his kingdom, Mordecai convinced Esther to go before 
the king to “beg for mercy and plead with him for her people.” (Esther 4:8)  At the time that she 
agreed to do so, she sent a message to Mordecai saying, “Go, gather together all the Jews who 
are in Susa, and fast for me.  Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day.  I and my maids 
will fast as you do.  When this is done, I will go to the king, even though it is against the law.  
And if I perish, I perish.” (Esther 5:16) 
 
When King Xerxes asked Esther to state her request, she replied, “If I have found favor with you, 
O king, and if it pleases your majesty, grant me my life—this is my petition.  And spare my 
people—this is my request.  4 For I and my people have been sold for destruction and slaughter 
and annihilation.  If we had merely been sold as male and female slaves, I would have kept quiet, 
because no such distress would justify disturbing the king.” (Esther 7: 3-4)  [The king could not 
revoke his decree, so instead he wrote another decree saying that the Jews could defend 
themselves (See Esther 8:3-14)]. 
 

Messing with Mr. In-between 
 
Eve is the first woman to suffer the consequences of “messing with Mr. In-between.”  She went 
along with God’s directives until tempted.  The story of Adam and Eve is found in Genesis.  
Eve’s story is found principally in Genesis Chapters 2 through 6: 
 
And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help 
meet for him…21 And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept:  and 
he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof; 22 And the rib, which the LORD 

                                                 
2 These words were addressed to Ruth’s mother-in-law, Naomi.  Naomi’s husband and two sons had died, and she 
was leaving Moab to return to Israel. 
3 Spoken to Ruth by Boaz  after she had appealed to his kinship obligation to marry her. 
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God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man.  23 And Adam said, 
This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she 
was taken out of Man.  24 Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave 
unto his wife:  and they shall be one flesh.  (Genesis 2:18,20-24 KJV) 
 
 We read in Genesis 3:20 that Eve was named by Adam:  “Adam named his wife Eve, 
because she would become the mother of all the living.” 
 
  The story of Eve and Adam succumbing to temptation is found in Genesis Chapter 3:1-
24.  Selected verses from this passage are as follows: 
 
When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and 
also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it.  She also gave some to her husband, 
who was with her, and he ate it…12 The man said [to the LORD God], “The woman you put 
here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.”  13 Then the LORD God said 
to the woman, “What is this you have done?”  The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I 
ate.”  (Genesis 3:6,12-13)  [See also 2 Corinthians 11:3] 
 

After leaving the Garden of Eden, Eve gave birth to Cain, Abel, and Seth: 
 
Adam lay with his wife Eve, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Cain.  She said, “With 
the help of the LORD I have brought forth a man.”  2 Later she gave birth to his brother 
Abel…25 Adam lay with his wife again, and she gave birth to a son and named him Seth, saying, 
“God has granted me another child in place of Abel, since Cain killed him.”  (Genesis 4:1-2,25) 
 
Sapphira “messed with Mr. In-between” when she and her husband professed to have greater 
faith than they actually had: 
 
But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession, 2 And kept back 
part of the price, his wife also being privy to it, and brought a certain part, and laid it at the 
apostles’ feet.  3 But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy 
Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land?  4 Whiles it remained, was it not thine 
own?  and after it was sold, was it not in thine own power?  why hast thou conceived this thing in 
thine heart?  thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God.  5 And Ananias hearing these words fell 
down, and gave up the ghost:  and great fear came on all them that heard these things.  6 And the 
young men arose, wound him up, and carried him out, and buried him.  7 And it was about the 
space of three hours after, when his wife, not knowing what was done, came in.  8 And Peter 
answered unto her, Tell me whether ye sold the land for so much?  And she said, Yea, for so 
much.  9 Then Peter said unto her, How is it that ye have agreed together to tempt the Spirit of 
the Lord?  behold the feet of them which have buried thy husband are at the door, and shall carry 
thee out.  10 Then fell she down straightway at his feet, and yielded up the ghost:  and the young 
men came in, and found her dead, and, carrying her forth, buried her by her husband.  11 And 
great fear came upon all the church, and upon as many as heard these things.  (Acts 5:1-11 KJV) 
 

Women Known for Doing Evil 
 

Failing to “eliminate the negative,” the following women actively did evil things: 
 

Athaliah led the people of Judah in idol worship: 
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And in the fifth year of Joram the son of Ahab king of Israel, Jehoshaphat being then king of 
Judah, Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat king of Judah began to reign.  17 Thirty and two years 
old was he when he began to reign; and he reigned eight years in Jerusalem.  18 And he walked 
in the way of the kings of Israel, as did the house of Ahab:  for the daughter of Ahab was his 
wife:  and he did evil in the sight of the LORD.4  (2 Ki 8:16-18 KJV) 
 
Ahaziah was twenty-two years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem on year.  
His mother’s name was Athaliah, a granddaughter of Omri.  3 He too walked in the ways of the 
house of Ahab, for his mother encouraged him in doing wrong…[Ahaziah was wounded in an 
ill-advised war]  8 While Jehu was executing judgment on the house of Ahab, he found the 
princes of Judah and the sons of Ahaziah’s relatives, who had been attending Ahaziah, and he 
killed them.  9 He then went in search of Ahaziah, and his men captured him while he was hiding 
in Samaria.  He was brought to Jehu and put to death.  The buried him, for they said, “He was a 
son of Jehoshaphat, who sought the LORD with all his heart.”  So there was no one in the house 
of Ahaziah powerful enough to retain the kingdom.  (2Ch 22:2-3,8-9) 
 
When Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, she proceeded to destroy the 
whole royal family.  2 But Jehosheba, the daughter of King Jehoram and sister of Ahaziah, took 
Joash son of Ahaziah and stole him away from among the royal princes, who were about to be 
murdered.   She put him and his nurse in a bedroom to hide him from Athaliah; so he was not 
killed.  He remained hidden with his nurse at the temple of the LORD for six years while 
Athaliah ruled the land…[The people cheered when Joash, under guard, was proclaimed king]  
13 When Athaliah heard the noise made by the guards and the people, she went to the people at 
the temple of the LORD 14 She looked and there was the king, standing by the pillar, as the 
custom was.  The officers and the trumpeters were beside the king, and all the people of the land 
were rejoicing and blowing trumpets.  Then Athaliah tore her robes and called out, “Treason! 
Treason!”…[Athaliah was put to death]  20 and all the people of the land rejoiced.  And the city 
was quiet, because Athaliah had been slain with the sword at the palace.   (2 Ki 11:1-3,13-14,20)  
[See also 2 Chronicles 22:10-12, 23:1-15) 
 
Delilah: 
 
A man of great strength, Sampson was instructed by God not to cut his hair (Judges 13-16).  The 
role of Delilah in his downfall is described in Judges 16:4-22: 
 
Some time later, he fell in love with a woman in the Valley of Sorek whose name was Delilah.  5 
The rulers of the Philistines went to her and said, “See if you can lure him into showing you the 
secret of his great strength and how we can overpower him so we may tie him up and subdue 
him.  Each one of us will give you eleven hundred shekels of silver.”  6 So Delilah said to 
Samson, “Tell me the secret of your great strength and how you can be tied up and subdued.”  7 
Samson answered her, “If anyone ties me with seven fresh thongs that have not been dried, I’ll 
become as weak as any other man.”  8 Then the rulers of the Philistines brought her seven fresh 
thongs that had not been dried, and she tied him with them.  9 With men hidden in the room, she 
called to him, “Samson, the Philistines are upon you!”  But he snapped the thongs as easily as a 
piece of string snaps when it comes close to a flame.  So the secret of his strength was not 
discovered…15 Then she said to him, “How can you say, ‘I love you,’ when you won’t confide 
                                                 
4 See NIV footnote for 2 Ki 8:18. 
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in me?  This is the third time you have made a fool of me and haven’t told me the secret of your 
great strength.  16 With such nagging she prodded him day after day until he was tired to death.  
17 So he told her everything.  “No razor has ever been used on my head,” he said, “because I 
have been a Nazirite set apart to God since birth.  If my head were shaved, my strength would 
leave me, and I would become as weak as any other man.”  18 When Delilah saw that he had told 
her everything, she sent word to the rulers of the Philistines, “Come back once more; he has told 
me everything.”  So the rulers of the Philistines returned with the silver in their hands.  19 
Having put him to sleep in her lap, she called a man to shave off the seven braids of his hair, and 
so began to subdue him.  And his strength left him.  20 Then she called, “Samson, the Philistines 
are upon you!”  He awoke from his sleep and thought, “I’ll go out as before and shake myself 
free.”  But he did not know that the LORD had left him.  21 Then the Philistines seized him, 
gouged out his eyes and took him down to Gaza.  Binding him with bronze shackles, they set 
him to grinding in the prison.  22 But the hair on his head began to grow again after it had been 
shaved.  (Judges 16:4-9,15-22) 
 
Herodias 
 
…Herod had laid hold on John, and bound him, and put him in prison for Herodias’ sake, his brother 
Philip’s wife.  4 For John said unto him, It is not lawful for thee to have her.  5 And when he would have 
put him to death, he feared the multitude, because they counted him as a prophet.  6 But when Herod’s 
birthday was kept, the daughter of Herodias danced before them, and pleased Herod.  7 Whereupon he 
promised with an oath to give her whatsoever she would ask.  8 And she, being before instructed of her 
mother, said, Give me here John Baptist’s head in a charger.  9 And the king was sorry:  nevertheless for 
the oath’s sake, and them which sat with him at meat, he commanded it to be given her.  10 And he sent, 
and beheaded John in the prison.  11 And his head was brought in a charger, and given to the damsel:  
and she brought it to her mother.  (Mt 14:3-11) 
 

An account of this event is also found in Mark 6:14-29, which adds insight into why Herodias 
felt threatened by John: 

 
Therefore Herodias had a quarrel against him, and would have killed him; but she could not:  20 For 
Herod feared John, knowing that he was a just man and an holy, and observed him; and when he heard 
him, he did many things, and heard him gladly.  (Mark 6:19-20) 
 
Jezebel 
 
 Jezebel is introduced with: 
 
And it came to pass, as if it had been a light thing for him [Ahab] to walk in the sins of Jeroboam 
the son of Nebat, that he took to wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbal king of the Zidonians, and 
went and served Baal, and worshipped him.  32 And he reared up an altar for Baal in the house 
of Baal, which he had built in Samaria.  33 And Ahab made a grove; and Ahab did more to 
provoke the LORD God of Israel to anger than all the kings of Israel that were before him.  (1 
Kings 16:31-33 KJV) 
 
 Jezebel ordered that the LORD’s prophets be killed: 
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While Jezebel was killing off the LORD’s prophets, Obadiah had taken a hundred prophets and 
hidden them in two caves, fifty in each, and had supplied them with food and water…  (1 Kings 
18:4 
 

Elijah killed the prophets of the idols Jezebel worshipped and she responded: 
 
And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and withal how he had slain all the prophets with 
the sword.  2 Then Jezebel sent a messenger unto Elijah, saying, So let the gods do to me, and 
more also, if I make not thy life as the life of one of them by tomorrow about this time.  (1 Kings 
18:1-2 KJV) 
 
 After Jezebel ordered the death of a man who refused to sell Ahab his vineyard (1 Ki 
21:1-16), Elijah prophesied her death (1 Ki 21:17-29): 
 
“And also concerning Jezebel the LORD says:  ‘Dogs will devour jezebel by the wall of 
Jezreel…25 (There was never a man like Ahab, who sold himself to do evil in the eyes of the 
LORD, urged on by Jezebel his wife.  26 He behaved in the vilest manner by going after idols, 
like the Amorites the LORD drove out before Israel.)  (1 Ki 21:23,25-26) 
 
 Jezebel’s death is recounted as follows: 
 
And when Jehu was come to Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it; and she painted her face, and tired5 her 
head, and looked out at a window.  31 And as Jehu entered in at the gate, she said, Had Zimri 
peace, who slew his master?  32 And he lifted up his face to the window, and said, Who is on my 
side?  who?  And there looked out to him two or three eunuchs.  33 And he said, Throw her 
down.  So they threw her down:  and some of her blood was sprinkled on the wall, and on the 
horses:  and he trode her underfoot.  34 And when he was come in, he did eat and drink, and 
said, Go, see now this cursed woman, and bury her:  for she is a king’s daughter.  35 And they 
went to bury her:  but they found no more of her than the skull, and the feet, and the palms of her 
hands.  36 Wherefore they came again, and told him.  And he said, This is the word of the 
LORD, which he spake by his servant Elisha the Tishbite, saying, In the portion of Jezreel shall 
dogs eat the flesh of Jezebel.   37 And the carcase of Jezebel shall be as dung upon the face of 
the field in the portion of Jezreel; so that they shall not say, This is Jezebel.  (2 Ki 9:30-37 KJV) 
[See Revelation 2:18-23 for Jezebel used as an epithet for a prominent woman in the 
congregation who undermined loyalty to God by promoting tolerance toward pagan practices 
{NIV text note}] 
 
 Women who were prophets: 
 
Deborah and Jael: 
 

Deborah was a prophetess [Miriam (Ex 15:20), Huldah (2Ki 22:14), Noahiah (Ne 6:14), 
and Anna (Lk 2:36) were also spoken of as prophetesses].  See also Acts 21:9]: 
 

Deborah’s story is told in Judges, Chapters 4 -5.  The situation of the children of 
Israel is described in Judges 4:1-3.  Deborah’s response to the people’s plea for relief 
from oppression is given as follows: 

                                                 
5 Tired means adorned. 
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And Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lapidoth, she judged Israel at that time.  5 And she dwelt 
under the palm tree of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in mount Ephraim:  and the children 
of Israel came up to her for judgment.  6 And she sent and called Barak the son of Abinoam out 
of Kedeshnaphtali, and said unto him, Hath not the Lord God of Israel commanded, saying, Go 
and draw toward mount Tabor, and take with thee ten thousand men of the children of Naphtali 
and of the children of Zebulun?  7 And I will draw unto thee to the river Kishon Sisera, the 
captain of Jabin’s army, with his chariots and his multitude; and I will deliver him into thine 
hand.  8 And Barak said unto her, If thou wilt go with me, then I will go:  but if thou wilt not go 
with me, then I will not go.  9 And she said, I will surely go with thee:  notwithstanding the 
journey that thou takest shall not be for thine honor; for the Lord shall sell Sisera into the hand of 
a woman.  And Deborah arose, and went with Barak to Kedesh.  (Judges 4:4-9) 
 

The defeat of Caanan is described in Judges 4:10 through 5:30.  Sisera’s death 
and the hand of Jael is described as follows: 
 

Howbeit Sisera fled away on his feet to the tent of Jael the wife of Heber the Kenite:  for there 
was peace between Jabin the king of Hazor and the house of Heber the Kenite. 18 And Jael went 
out to meet Sisera, and said unto him, Turn in, my lord, turn in to me; fear not.  And when he had 
turned in unto her into the tent, she covered him with a mantle.  19 And he said unto her, Give 
me, I pray thee, a little water to drink; for I am thirsty.  And she opened a bottle of milk, and 
gave him to drink, and covered him.  20 Again he said unto her, Stand in the door of the tent, and 
it shall be, when any man doth come and enquire of thee, and say, Is there any man here?  that 
thou shalt say, No.  21 Then Jael Heber’s wife took a nail of the tent, and took an hammer in her 
hand, and went softly unto him, and smote the nail into his temples, and fastened it into the 
ground:  for he was fast asleep and weary.  So he died.  22 And, behold, as Barak pursued Sisera, 
Jael came out to meet him, and said unto him, Come, and I will show thee the man whom thou 
seekest.  And when he came into her tent, behold, Sisera lay dead, and the nail was in his 
temples.  (Judges 4:17-22) 

 
The account of the defeat of Caanan ends with:  

   
The mother of Sisera looked out at a window, and cried through the lattice, Why is his chariot so 
long in coming?  why tarry the wheels of his chariots?  29 Her wise ladies answered her, yea, she 
returned answer to herself, 30 Have they not sped?  have they not divided the prey; to every man 
a damsel or two; to Sisera a prey of divers colors, a prey of divers colors of needlework, of 
divers colors of needlework on both sides, meet for the necks of them that take the spoil?  31 So 
let all thine enemies perish, O Lord:  but let them that love him be as the sun when he goeth forth 
in his might.  And the land had rest forty years.  (Judges 5:38-31) 
 
Huldah: 
 
And it came to pass, when the king had heard the words of the book of the law, that he rent his 
clothes.  12 And the king commanded Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam the son of Shaphan, and 
Achbor the son of Michaiah, and Shaphan the scribe, and Asahiah a servant of the king’s, saying, 
13 Go ye, enquire of the Lord for me, and for the people, and for all Judah, concerning the words 
of this book that is found:  for great is the wrath of the Lord that is kindled against, us, because 
our fathers have not hearkened unto the words of this book, to do according unto all that which is 
written concerning us.  14 So Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam, and Achbor, and Shaphan, and 
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Asahiah, went unto Huldah the prophetess, the wife of Shallum the son of Tikvah, the son of 
Harhas, keeper of the wardrobe; (now she dwelt in Jerusalem in the college;} and they 
communed with her. 
   15 And she said unto them, Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, Tell the man that sent you to me, 
16 Thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will bring evil upon this place, and upon the inhabitants 
thereof, even all the words of the book which the king of Judah hath read:  17 Because they have 
forsaken me, and have burned incense unto other gods, that they might provoke me to anger with 
all the works of their hands; therefore my wrath shall be kindled against this place, and shall not 
be quenched.  18 But to the king of Judah which sent you to enquire of the Lord, thus shall ye 
say to him, Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, As touching the words which thou hast heard; 19 
Because thine heart was tender, and thou hast humbled thyself before the Lord, when thou 
heardest what I spake against this place, and against the inhabitants thereof, that they should 
become a desolation and a curse, and hast rent thy clothes, and wept before me; I also have heard 
thee, saith the Lord.  20 Behold therefore, I will gather thee unto thy fathers, and thou shalt be 
gathered into thy grave in peace; and thine eyes shall not see all the evil which I will bring upon 
this place.  And they brought the king word again.  (2 Kings 22:11-20)  [See 2 Kings 22:1-10 for 
the situation that lead the king to consult Huldah and 2 Kings 23:1-25 for Josiah’s response to 
Huldah’s prophesy.] 
 
Anna, a prophetess who foresaw the birth of Christ: 
 
There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher.  She was very 
old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 and then was a widow 
until she was eighty-four.  She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and 
praying.  38 Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about 
the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.  (Luke 2:36-38) 
 
  Accounts of the lives of some women bring characteristics of women into focus: 
 
 A woman who held a position of leadership: 
 
Miriam 
 
For I brought thee up out of the land of Egypt, and redeemed thee out of the house of servants; 
and I sent before thee Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.  (Micah 6:4 KJV) 
 
 Miriam is introduced in Numbers: 
 
[T]he name of Amram’s wife was Jochebed,  a descendant of Levi, who was born to the Levites 
in Egypt.  To Amram she bore Aaron, Moses and their sister Miriam.  (Numbers 26:59) 
 
 Miriam crossed over the Red Sea with the Israelites when they left Egypt: 
 
When Pharaoh’s horses, chariots and horsemen went into the sea, the LORD brought the waters 
of the sea back over them, but the Israelites walked through the sea on dry ground.  20 Then 
Miriam the prophetess, Aaron’s sister, took a tambourine in her hand, and all the women 
followed her, with tambourines and dancing.  21 Miriam sang to them:  “Sing to the LORD, for 
he is highly exalted.  The horse and its rider he has hurled into the sea.”  (Exodus 15:19-21) 
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 Miriam was struck with leprosy for criticizing Moses: 
 
And Miriam and Aaron spake against Moses because of the Ethiopian woman whom he had 
married:  for he had married an Ethiopian woman.  2 And they said, Hath the LORD indeed 
spoken only by Moses?  hath he not spoken also by us?  And the LORD heard it.  3 (Now the 
man Moses was very meek, above all the men which were upon the face of the earth.)  4 And the 
LORD spake suddenly unto Moses, and unto Aaron, and unto Miriam, Come out ye three unto 
the tabernacle of the congregation.  And they three came out.  5 And the LORD came down in 
the pillar of the cloud, and stood in the door of the tabernacle, and called Aaron and Miriam:  and 
they both came forth.  6 And he said, Hear now my words:  If there be a prophet among you, I 
the LORD will make myself known unto him in a vision, and will speak unto him in a dream.  7 
My servant Moses is not so, who is faithful in all mine house.  8 With him will I speak mouth to 
mouth, even apparently, and not in dark speeches; and the similitude of the LORD shall he 
behold:  wherefore then were ye not afraid to speak against my servant Moses?  9 And the anger 
of the LORD was kindled against them; and he departed.  10 And the cloud departed from off the 
tabernacle; and, behold, Miriam became leprous, white as snow:  and Aaron looked upon 
Miriam, and behold, she was leprous.  11 And Aaron said unto Moses, Alas, my lord, I beseech 
thee, lay not the sin upon us, wherein we have done foolishly, and wherein we have sinned.  12 
Let her not be as one dead, of whom the flesh is half consumed when he cometh out of his 
mother’s womb.  13 And Moses cried unto the LORD, saying, Heal her now, O God, I beseech 
thee.  14 And the LORD said unto Moses, If her father had but spit in her face, should she not be 
ashamed seven days?  let her be shut out from the camp seven days, and after that let her be 
received in again.  15 And Miriam was shut out from the camp seven days:  and the people 
journeyed not till Miriam was brought in again.  (Numbers 12:1-15 KJV) 
 
 Miriam’s death is recorded in Numbers: 
 
Then came the children of Israel, even the whole congregation, into the desert of Zin in the first 
month:  and the people abode in Kadesh; and Miriam died there, and was buried there.  
(Numbers 20:1 KJV) 
 
 Women showing courage, cunning, tact, and determination 
 
Tamar 

 
 Esther, mentioned above, provides an example of women having influence in Old 

Testament times through courage, determination, tact, and knowledge of how to operate within 
the social system.  Tamar showed similar characteristics (Genesis 38:6-30).  She was married to 
two of Judah’s sons, and both died leaving Tamar childless.  Judah failed to keep his promise 
that she would marry another of his sons when he was old enough.  She then tricked him into 
fathering her children: 
 
And it was told Tamar, saying, Behold they father-in-law goeth up to Timnath to shear his sheep.  
14 And she put her widow’s garments off from her, and covered her with a veil, and wrapped 
herself, and sat in an open place, which is by the way to Timnath; for she saw that Shelah was 
grown, and she was not given unto him to wife.  15 When Judah saw her, he thought her to be an 
harlot; because she had covered her face.  16 And he turned unto her by the way, and said, Go to, 
I pray thee, let me come in unto thee; (for he knew not that she was his daughter-in-law.)  And 
she said, What wilt thou give me, that thou mayest come in unto me.  17 And he said, I will send 
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thee a kid from the flock.  And she said, Wilt thou give me a pledge, till thou send it?  18 And he 
said, What pledge shall I give thee?  And she said, Thy signet, and thy bracelets, and thy staff 
that is in thine hand.  And he gave it her, and came in unto her, and she conceived by him.  19 
And she arose, and went away, and laid by her veil from her, and put on the garments of her 
widowhood.  20 And Judah sent the kid by the hand of his friend the Adullamite, to receive his 
pledge from the woman’s hand:  but he found her not.  21 Then he asked the men of that place, 
saying, Where is the harlot, that was openly by the way side?   And they said, There was no 
harlot in this place.  22 And he returned to Judah, and said, I cannot find her; and also the men of 
the place said, that there was no harlot in this place.  23 And Judah said, Let her take it to her,   
24 And it came to pass about three months after, that it was told Judah saying, Tamar thy 
daughter in law hath played the harlot; and also, behold, she is with child by whoredom.  And 
Judah said, Bring her forth, and let her be burnt.  25 When she was brought forth, she sent to her 
father-in-law, saying, By the man, whose these are, am I with child:  and she said, Discern, I 
pray thee, whose are these, the signet, and bracelets, and staff.  26 And Judah acknowledged 
them, and said, She hath been more righteous than I; because that I gave her not to Shelah my 
son.  And he knew her again no more.  (Genesis 38:13-26 KJV)  [See Genesis 38:1-30] 
 
Rahab also showed courage, cunning, and determination: 
 
And Joshua the son of Nun sent out of Shittim two men to spy secretly, saying, Go view the land, 
even Jericho.  And they went, and came into an harlot’s house, named Rahab, and lodged there.  
2 And it was told the king of Jericho, saying, Behold, there came men in hither to night of the 
children of Israel to search out the country.  3 And the king of Jericho sent unto Rahab, saying, 
Bring forth the men that are come to thee, which are entered into thine house:  for they be come 
to search out all the country.  4 And the woman took the two men, and hid them, and said thus, 
Three came men unto me, but I wist not whence they were:  5 And it came to pass about the time 
of shutting of the gate, when it was dark, that the men went out:  whither the men went I wot not:  
pursue after them quickly; for ye shall overtake them.  6 But she had brought them up to the roof 
of the house, and hid them with the stalks of flax, which she had laid in order upon the roof.  7 
And the men pursued after them the way to Jordan unto the fords:  and as soon as they which 
pursued after them were gone out, they shut the gate. 
   8 And before they were laid down, she came up unto them upon the roof; 9 And she said unto 
the men, I know that the Lord hath given you the land, and that your terror is fallen upon us, and 
that all the inhabitants of the land faint because of you.  10 For we have heard how the Lord 
dried up the water of the Red sea for you, when ye came out of Egypt; and what ye did unto the 
two kings of the Amorites, that were on the other side Jordan, Sihon and Og, whom ye utterly 
destroyed.  11 And as soon as we had heard these things, our hearts did melt, neither did there 
remain any more courage in any man, because of you:  for the Lord your God, he is God in 
heaven above, and in earth beneath.  12 Now therefore, I pray you, swear unto me by the Lord, 
since I have shewed you kindness, that ye will also shew kindness unto my father’s house, and 
give me a true token:  13 And that ye will save alive my father, and my mother, and my brethren, 
and my sisters, and all that they have, and deliver our lives from death.  14 And the man 
answered her, Our life for yours, if ye utter not this our business.  And it shall be, when the Lord 
hath given us the land, that we will deal kindly and truly with thee.   15 Then she let them down 
by a cord through the window:  for her house was upon the town wall, and she dwelt upon the 
wall.  16 And she said unto them, Get you to the mountain, lest the pursuers meet you; and hide 
yourselves there three days, until the pursuers be returned:  and afterward may ye go your way.  
(Joshua 2:1-16 KJV) 
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  That Joshua kept his promise to Rehab is recorded in the account of the fall of Jericho 
(Joshua 6:1-27): 
 
So the people shouted when the priests blew with the trumpets:  and it came to pass, when the 
people heard the sound of the trumpet, and the people shouted with a great shout, that the wall 
fell down flat, so that the people went up into the city, every man straight before him, and they 
took the city.  21 And they utterly destroyed all that was in the city, both man and woman, young 
and old, and ox, and sheep, and ass, with the edge of the sword.  22 But Joshua had said unto the 
two men that had spied out the country, Go into the harlot’s house, and bring out thence the 
woman, and all that she hath, as ye sware unto her.  23 And the young men that were spies went 
in, and brought out Rahab, and her father, and her mother, and her brethren, and all that she had; 
and they brought out all her kindred, and left them without the camp of Israel.  24 And they burnt 
the city with fire, and all that was therein:  only the silver, and the gold, and the vessels of brass 
and of iron, they put into the treasury of the house of the Lord.  25 And Joshua saved Rahab the 
harlot alive, and her father’s household, and all that she had; and she dwelleth in Israel even unto 
this day; because she hid the messengers, which Joshua sent to spy out Jericho.  (Joshua 6:20-25) 
 
Jael’s story is told above as part of Deborah’s. 
 
 Beauty 
 
Bathsheba 
 
  Bathsheba, mother of Solomon, is the fourth woman mentioned in the genealogy 
of Jesus.  Beauty was her outstanding characteristic.  Much of the story of David and Bathsheba 
is recounted in 2 Samuel 11:1-27.  The crux of the story is as follows: 
 
And it came to pass in an eveningtide, that David arose from off his bed, and walked upon the 
roof of the king’s house:  and from the roof he saw a woman washing herself; and the woman 
was very beautiful to look upon.  3 And David sent and enquired after the woman.  And one said, 
Is not this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite.  4 And David sent 
messengers, and took her; and she came in unto him, and he lay with her; for she was purified 
from her uncleanness:  and she returned unto her house.  5 And the woman conceived, and sent 
and told David, and said, I am with child.  (2 Samuel 11:2-5 KJV) 
 
 After her learned that Bathsheba was pregnant, David first brought Uriah home from 
battle but Uriah refused to go home to Bathsheba, saying:  “The ark, and Israel, and Judah, abide 
in tents; and my lord Joab, and the servants of my lord, are encamped in the open fields; shall I 
then go into mine house, to eat and to drink and to lie with my wife?  as thou livest, and as thy 
soul liveth, I will not do this thing.”  (2 Samuel 11:11) 
 
 David then arranged for Uriah to be killed in battle and married Bathsheba [See 2 Samuel 
11:14-15].  There is no mention of this sin being laid at the feet of Bathsheba; Rather, we read in 
2 Samuel 11:27, “But the thing David had done displeased the LORD.”  The rebuke of David by 
Nathan, the prophet, is found in 2 Samuel 12:1-12.  After the rebuke we read the following: 
Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.”  Nathan replied, “The LORD has 
taken away your sin.  You are not going to die.  14 But because by doing this you have made the 
enemies of the LORD show utter contempt, the son born to you will die.  (2 Samuel 12:13-14) 
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The death of the infant and David’s reaction are recounted in 2 Samuel 12:15-23.  
Bathsheba is mentioned in this account as follows: 

 
“Then David comforted his wife Bathsheba, and he went to her and lay with her.  She 

gave birth to a son, and they named him Solomon.  The LORD loved him;”  (2 Samuel 12:24) 
 

Bathsheba is also mentioned in 1 Kings when she was instrumental in assuring that 
Solomon became king [See 1 Kings 1:11-52].  She spoke to David as follows: 
 
“My lord, you yourself swore to me your servant by the LORD your God:  ‘Solomon your son 
shall be king after me, and he will sit on my throne.’  18 But now Adonijah has become king, 
and you, my lord the king, do not know about it…20 My lord the king, the eyes of all Israel are 
on you, to learn from you who will sit on the throne of my lord the king after him.  21 Otherwise, 
as soon as my lord the king is laid to rest with his fathers, I and my son Solomon will be treated 
as criminals.”  (1 Kings 1:17-24) 
 
  Women Named in the Bible Because They Were Mothers 
 
The following accounts underscore the importance of motherhood, while portraying other 
notable characteristics of women: 
 
Bilhah  
 
And when Rachel saw that she bare Jacob no children, Rachel envied her sister; and said unto 
Jacob, Give me children, or else I die.  2 And Jacob’s anger was kindled against Rachel:  and he 
said, Am I in God’s stead, who hath withheld from thee the fruit of the womb.  3 And she said, 
Behold my maid Bilhah, go in unto her; and she shall bear upon my knees, that I may also have 
children by her.  4 And she gave him Bilhah her handmaid to wife:  and Jacob went in unto her.  
5 And Bilhah conceived, and bare Jacob a son.  6 And Rachel said, God hath judged me, and 
hath also heard my voice, and hath given me a son:  therefore called she his name Dan.  7 And 
Bilhah Rachel’s maid conceived again, and bare Jacob a second son.  8 And Rachel said, With 
great wrestlings have I wrestled with my sister, and I have prevailed:  and she called his name 
Naphtali.  (Ge 30:1-7 KJV) 
 
Elizabeth 
 
Elizabeth was the mother of John the Baptist.  Her story is linked with that of Mary, mother of 
Jesus (Lk 1:5-60): 
 
There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judea, a certain priest named Zacharias, of the 
course of Abia:  and his wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elisabeth.  6 And 
they were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the 
Lord blameless.  7 And they had no child, because that Elisabeth was barren, and they both were 
now well stricken in years…[Gabriel tells Zecharias of the coming birth of John]…24 And after 
those days his wife Elisabeth conceived, and hid herself five months, saying, 25 Thus hath the 
Lord dealt with me in the days wherein he looked on me, to take away my reproach among 
men…39 And Mary arose in those days, and went into the hill county with haste, into a city of 
Juda; 40 And entered into the house of Zacharias, and saluted Elisabeth.  41 And it came to pass, 
that, when Elisabeth heard the salutation of Mary, the babe leaped in her womb; and Elisabeth 
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was filled with the Holy Ghost:  42 And she spake out with a  loud voice, and said, Blessed art 
thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb.  43 And whence is this to me, that the 
mother of my Lord should come to me?  44 For, lo, as soon as the voice of thy salutation 
sounded in mine ears, the babe leaped in my womb for joy.  45 And blessed is she that believed:  
for there shall be a performance of those things which were told her from the Lord…56 And 
Mary abode with her about three months, and returned to her own house.  57 Now Elisabeth’s 
full time came that she should be delivered; and she brought forth a son.  58 And her neighbors 
and her cousins heard how the Lord had shewed great mercy upon her; and they rejoiced with 
her.  59 And it came to pass, that on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child; and they 
called him Zacharias, after the name of his father.  60 And his mother answered and said, Not so; 
but he shall be called John. (Luke 1:5-7,24-25,39-45,56-60 KJV) 
 
Hagar 
 
 Events surrounding the birth of Hagar’s son, Ismael: 
 
Now Sarai, Abrams’ wife, had borne him no children.  But she had an Egyptian maidservant 
named Hagar, 2 so she said to Abram, “The LORD has kept me from having children.  Go sleep 
with my maidservant Hagar; perhaps I can build a family through her.” 
   Abram agreed to what Sarai said.  3 So after Abram had been living in Canaan ten years, Sarai 
his wife took her Egyptian maidservant Hagar and gave her to her husband to be his wife.  4 He 
slept with Hagar, and she conceived. 
   When she knew she was pregnant, she began to despise her mistress.  5 Then Sarai said to 
Abram, “You are responsible for the wrong I am suffering.  I put my servant in your arms, and 
now that she knows she is pregnant, she despises me.  My the LORD judge between you and 
me.” 
   6 “Your servant is in your hands,” Abram said.  “Do with her whatever you think best.”  Then 
Sarai mistreated Hagar; so she fled from her. 
   7 The angel of the LORD found Hagar near a spring in the desert; it was the spring that is 
beside the road to Shur.  8 And he said, “Hagar, servant of Sarai, where have you come from, 
and where are you going?” 
   “I’m running away from my mistress Sarai,” she answered. 
   Then the angel of the LORD told her, “Go back to your mistress and submit to her.”  10 The 
angel added, “I will so increase your descendants that they will be too numerous to count.” 
   11 The angel of the LORD also said to her:  “You are now with child and you will have a son.  
You shall name him Ishmael, for the LORD has heard of your misery.  12 He will be a wild 
donkey of a man; his hand will be against everyone and everyone’s hand against him, and he will 
live in hostility toward all his brothers.” 
   13 She gave this name to the LORD who spoke to her:  “You are the God who sees me,” for 
she said, “I have now seen the One who sees me.”  14 That is why the well is called Beer Lahai 
Roi; it is still there, between Kadesh and Bered. 
   15 So Hagar bore Abram a son, and Abram gave the name Ishmael to the son she had borne.  
(Genesis16:1-15) 
 

Sarah insisted that Hagar and Ishmael be sent away: 
 
And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, which she had born unto Abraham, mocking.  10 
Wherefore she said unto Abraham, Cast out this bondwoman and her son:  for the son of this 
bondwoman shall not be heir with my son, even with Isaac.  11 And the thing was very grievous 
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in Abraham’s sight because of his son.  12 And God said unto Abraham, Let it not be grievous in 
thy sight because of the lad, and because of thy bondwoman; in all that Sarah hath said unto thee, 
hearken unto her voice; for in Isaac shall thy seed be called.  13 And also of the son of the 
bondwoman will I make a nation, because he is thy seed.  14 And Abraham rose up early in the 
morning, and took bread, and a bottle of water, and gave it unto Hagar, putting it on her 
shoulder, and the child, and sent her away:  and she departed, and wandered in the wilderness of 
Beersheba.  15 And the water was spent in the bottle, and she cast the child under one of the 
shrubs.  16 And she went, and sat her down over against him a good way off, as it were a 
bowshot for she said, Let me not see the death of the child.  And she sat over against him, and lift 
up her voice, and wept.  17 And God heard the voice of the lad; and the angel of God called to 
Hagar out of heaven, and said unto her.  What aileth thee, Hagar?  fear not; for God hath heard 
the voice of the lad where he is.  18 Arise, lift up the lad, and hold him in thine hand; for I will 
make him a great nation.  19 And God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water; and she 
went, and filled the bottle with water, and gave the lad drink.  20 And God was with the lad; and 
he grew, and dwelt in the wilderness, and became an archer.  21 And he dwelt in the wilderness 
of Paran:  and his mother took him a wife out of the land of Egypt.  (Genesis 21:9-21 KJV)  [See 
also Gal 4:21-31] 
 
Hannah, mother of Samuel:  
 
Now there was a certain man of Ramathaimzophim, of mount Ephraim, and his name was 
Elkanah, the son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son of Zuph, and Ephrahite:  
2 And he had two wives; the name of the one was Hannah, and the name of the other Peninnah:  
and Peninnah had children, but Hannah had no children.  3 And this man went up out of his city 
yearly to worship and to sacrifice unto the LORD of hosts in Shiloh.  And the two sons of Eli, 
Hophni and Phinehas, the priests of the LORD were there.   
   4 And when the time was that Elkanah offered, he gave to Peninnah his wife, and to all her 
sons and her daughters, portions:  5 But unto Hannah he gave a worthy portion; for he loved 
Hannah:  but the LORD had shut up her womb.  6 And her adversary also provoked her sore, for 
to make her fret, because the LORD had shut up her womb.  7 And as he did so year by year, 
when she went up to the house of the LORD, so she provoked her; therefore she wept, and did 
not eat.  8 Then said Elkanah her husband to her, Hannah, why weepest thou?  and why eatest 
thou not?  and why is thy heart grieved?  am not I better to thee than ten sons? 
   9 So Hannah rose up after they had eaten in Shiloh, and after they had drunk.  Now Eli the 
priest sat upon a seat by a post of the temple of the LORD.  10 And she was in bitterness of soul, 
and prayed unto the LORD, and wept sore.  11 And she vowed a vow, and said, O LORD of 
hosts, if thou wilt indeed look on the affliction of thine handmaid, and remember me, and not 
forget thine handmaid, but wilt give unto thine handmaid a man child, then I will give him unto 
the LORD all the days of his life, and there shall no razor come upon his head…17 Then Eli 
answered and said, Go in peace:  and the God of Israel grant thee thy petition that thou hast 
asked of him.  18 And she said, Let thine handmaid find grace in thy sight.  So the woman went 
her way, and did eat, and her countenance was no more sad. 
   19 And they rose up in the morning early, and worshipped before the LORD, and returned, and 
came to their house to Ramah:  and Elkanah knew Hannah his wife; and the LORD remembered 
her.  20 Wherefore it came to pass, when the time was come about after Hannah had conceived, 
that she bare a son, and called is name Samuel, saying, Because I have asked him of the LORD.  
21 And the man Elkanah, and all his house, went up to offer unto the LORD the yearly sacrifice, 
and his vow.  22 But Hannah went not up; for she said unto her husband, I will not go up until 
the child be weaned, and then I will bring him, that he may appear before the LORD, and there 
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abide for ever.  23 And Elkanah her husband said unto her, Do what seemeth thee good; tarry 
until thou have weaned him; only the LORD establish his word.  So the woman abode, and gave 
her son suck until she weaned him. 
   24 And when she had weaned him, she took him up with her, with three bullocks, and one 
ephah of flour, and a bottle of wine, and brought him unto the house of the LORD in Shiloh:  and 
the child was young.  25 And they slew a bullock, and brought the child to Eli.  26 And she said, 
Oh my lord, as thy soul liveth, my lord, I am the woman that stood by thee here, praying unto the 
LORD.  27 For this child I prayed; and the LORD hath given me my petition which I asked of 
him:  28 Therefore also I have lent him to the LORD; as long as he liveth he shall be lent to the 
LORD.  And he worshipped the LORD there.  (1 Sa 1:1-11,17-28 KJV) 
 

Hannah’s prayer is found in 1 Samuel 2:1-10.  In 1 Samuel 2:18-21 (KJV) we read more 
about Hannah: 
 
…Samuel ministered before the LORD, being a child, girded with a linen ephod.  19 Moreover 
his mother made him a little coat, and brought it to him from year to year, when she came up 
with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. 
   20 And Eli blessed Elkanah and his wife, and said, The LORD give thee seed of this woman 
for the loan which is lent to the LORD.  And they went unto their own home.  21 And the LORD 
visited Hannah, so that she conceived, and bare three sons and two daughters.  And the child 
Samuel grew before the LORD. 
 
Jochebed, mother of Moses (See Exodus 6:20 and Numbers 26:59): 
 

At the time Moses was born the pharaoh had ordered that all male infants born to the 
Hebrews be killed.  Jochebed’s resourcefulness prevented Moses from being killed and led to his 
being raised in the pharaoh’s household: 
 
And there went a man of the house of Levi, and took to wife a daughter of Levi.  2 And the 
woman conceived, and bare a son:  and when she saw him that he was a goodly child, she hid 
him three months.  3 And when she could not longer hide him, she took for him an ark of 
bulrushes, and daubed it with slime and with pitch, and put the child therein; and she laid it in the 
flags by the river’s brink.  4 And his sister stood afar off, to wit what would be done to him. 
   5 And the daughter of Pharaoh came down to wash herself at the river; and her maidens walked 
along by the river’s side; and when she saw the ark among the flags, she sent her maid to fetch it.  
6 And when she had opened it, she saw the child:  and, behold, the babe wept.  And she had 
compassion on him, and said, This is one of the Hebrews’ children.  7 Then said his sister to 
Pharaoh’s daughter, Shall I go and call to thee a nurse of the Hebrew women, that she may nurse 
the child for thee?  8 And Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, Go.  And the maid went and called the 
child’s mother.  9 And Pharaoh’s daughter said unto her, Take this child away, and nurse it for 
me, and I will give thee thy wages.  And the woman took the child, and nursed it.  10 And the 
child grew, and she brought him unto Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her son.  And she 
called his name Moses:  and she said, Because I drew him out of the water.  (Exodus 2:1-10) 
  
Rachel, the wife whom Jacob loved 
 
Part of Rachel’s ’s story is told above as part of Leah’s.  The birth of Rachel’s first son, Joseph, 
is recorded: 
 



Women in the Bible   48

And God remembered Rachel, and God hearkened to her, and opened her womb.  23 And she 
conceived, and bare a son; and said, God hath taken away my reproach:  24 And she called his 
name Joseph; and she said, The LORD shall add to me another son.  (Genesis 30:22-24) 
 

More of her story is told in Genesis 31, part of which is as follows: 
 
Then Jacob rose up, and set his sons and his wives upon camels:  18 And he carried away all his 
cattle, and all his goods which he had gotten, the cattle of his getting, which he had gotten in 
Padan-aram, for to go to Isaac his father in the land of Canaan.  19 And Laban went to shear his 
sheep:  and Rachel had stolen the images that were her father’s.  20 And Jacob stole away 
unawares to Laban the Syrian, in that he told him not that he fled…25 Then Laban overtook 
Jacob.  Now Jacob had pitched his tent in the mount:  and Laban with his brethren pitched in the 
mount of Gilead.  26 And Laban said to Jacob, What hast thou done, that thou hast stolen away 
unawares to me, and carried away my daughters, as captives taken with the sword?  27 
Wherefore didst thou flee away secretly, and steal away from me; and didst not tell me, that I 
might have sent thee away with mirth, and with songs, with tabret, and with harp?  28 And hast 
not suffered me to kiss my sons and my daughters?  Thou hast now done foolishly in so doing.  
29 It is in the power of my hand to do you hurt:  but the God of your father spake unto me 
yesternight, saying, Take thou heed that thou speak not to Jacob either good or bad.  30 And 
now, though thou wouldest needs be gone, because thou sore longedst after thy father’s house, 
yet wherefore hast thou stolen my gods?  31 And Jacob answered and said to Laban, Because I 
was afraid:  for I said, Peradventure thou wouldest take by force thy daughters from me.  32 With 
whomsoever thou findest thy gods, let him not live:  before our brethren discern thou what is 
thine with me, and take it to thee.  For Jacob knew not that Rachel had stolen them.  33 And 
Laban went into Jacob’s tent, and into Leah’s tent, but he found them not.  Then went he out of 
Leah’s tent, and entered into Rachel’s tent.  34 Now Rachel had taken the images, and put them 
in the camel’s furniture, and sat upon them.  And Laban searched all the tent, but found them not.  
35 And she said to her father, Let it not displease my lord that I cannot rise up before thee; for 
the custom of women is upon me.  And he searched, but found not the images.  (Genesis 31:17-
20,24-35) 
 
 Rachel died in childbirth: 
 
And they journeyed from Bethel; and there was but a little way to come to Ephrath:  and Rachel 
travailed, and she had hard labor.  17 And it came to pass, when she was in hard labor, that the 
midwife said unto her, Fear not; thou shalt have this son also.  18 And it came to pass, as her soul 
was in departing, (for she died) that she called his name Benoni:  but his father called him 
Benjamin.  19 And Rachel died, and was buried in the way to Ephrath, which is Bethlehem.  20 
And Jacob set a pillar upon her grave:  that is the pillar of Rachel’s grave unto this day.  (Genesis 
35:16-20) 
 
Zilpah, introduced above as Leah’s handmaid, was the mother of Gad and Asher: 
 
When Leah saw that she had stopped having children, she took her maid-servant Zilpah and gave 
her to Jacob as a wife.  10 Leah’s servant Zilpah bore Jacob a son.  11 Then Leah said, “What 
good fortune!”  So she named him Gad.  12 Leah’s servant Zilpah bore Jacob a second son.  13 
Then Leah said, “How happy I am!  The women will call me happy.”  So she name him Asher.  
(Genesis 30:9-13) 
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  Zilpah’s grandchildren and two great grandchildren are listed in Genesis 46:18-22. 
 

Women Named in the Bible Because They Were Related to Someone Prominent: 
 
Abigail, sister of David: 
 
Jesse was the father of Eliab his firstborn; the second son was Abinadab, the third Shimea, 14 the 
fourth Nethanel, the fifth Raddai, 15 the sixth Ozem and the seventh David.  16 Their sisters 
were Zerulah and Abigail….17 Abigail was the mother of Amasa, whose father was Jether the 
Ishaelite.  (1 Ch 2:13-17) 
 
Abigail, wife of Nabal who became David’s wife after Nabal died: 
 
But one of the young men told Abigail, Nabal’s wife, saying, Behold, David sent messengers out 
of the wilderness to salute our master; and he railed on them.  15 But the men were very good 
unto us, and we were not hurt, neither missed we any thing, as long as we were conversant with 
them when we were in the fields:  16 They were a wall unto us both by night and day, all the 
while we were with them keeping the sheep.  17 Now therefore know and consider what thou 
wilt do; for evil is determined against our master, and against all his household:  for he is such a 
son of Belial, that a man cannot speak to him. 
   18 Then Abigail made haste, and took two hundred loaves, and two bottles of wine, and five 
sheep ready dressed, and five measures of parched corn, and an hundred clusters of raisins, and 
two hundred cakes of figs, and laid them on asses.  19 And she said unto her servants, Go on 
before me; behold I come after you.  but she told not her husband Nabal.  20 And it was so, as 
she rode on the ass, that she came down by the covert of the hill, and, behold, David and his men 
came down against her; and she met them.  21 Now David had said, Surely in vain have I kept all 
that this fellow hath in the wilderness, so that nothing was missed of all that pertained unto him:  
and he hath requited me evil for good.  22 So and more also do God unto the enemies of David, 
if I leave of all that pertain to him by the morning light any that pisseth against the wall.  23 And 
when Abigail saw David, she hasted, and lighted off the ass, and fell before David on her face, 
and bowed herself to the ground, 24 And fell at his feet, and said, Upon me, my lord, upon me let 
this iniquity be:  and let thine handmaid, I pray thee, speak in thine audience, and hear the words 
of thine handmaid.  25 Let not my lord, I pray thee, regard this man of Belial, even Nabal:  for as 
his name is, so is he; Nabal is his name, and folly is with him:  but I thine handmaid saw not the 
young men of my lord, whom thou didst send.  26 Now therefore, my lord, as the LORD liveth, 
and as thy soul liveth, seeing the LORD hath withholden thee from coming to shed blood, and 
from avenging thyself with thine own hand, now let thine enemies, and they that seek evil to my 
lord, be as Nabal.  27 And now this blessing which thine handmaid hath brought unto my lord, 
let it even be given unto the young men that follow my lord.  28 I pray thee, forgive the trespass 
of thine handmaid:  for the LORD will certainly make my lord a sure house; because my lord 
fighteth the battles of the LORD, and evil hath not been found in thee all thy days.  29 Yet a man 
is risen to pursue thee, and to seek thy soul:  but the soul of my lord shall be bound in the bundle 
of life with the LORD thy God; and the souls of thine enemies, them shall he sling out, as out of 
the middle of a sling.  30 And it shall come to pass, when the LORD shall have done to my lord 
according to all the good that he hath spoken concerning thee, and shall have appointed thee 
ruler over Israel; 31 That this shall be no grief unto thee, nor offence of heart unto my lord, either 
that thou hast shed blood causeless, or that my lord hath avenged himself:  but when the LORD 
shall have dealt with my lord, then remember thine handmaid. 
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   32 And David said to Abigail, Blessed be the LORD God of Israel, which sent thee this day to 
meet me:  33 And blessed be thy advice, and blessed be thou, which hast kept me this day from 
coming to shed blood, and from avenging myself with mine own hand.  34 For in very deed, as 
the LORD God of Israel liveth, which hath kept me back from hurting thee, except thou hast 
hasted and come to meet me, surely there had not been left unto Nabal by the morning light any 
that pisseth against the wall.  35 So David received of her hand that which she had brought him, 
and said unto her, Go up in peace to thine house; see, I have hearkened to thy voice, and have 
accepted thy person. 
   36 And Abigail came to Nabal; and, behold, he held a feast in his house, like the feast of a 
king; and Nabal’s heart was merry within him, for he was very drunken:  wherefore she told him 
nothing, less or more, until the morning light.  37 But it came to pass in the morning, when the 
wine was gone out of Nabal, and his wife had told him these things, that his heart died within 
him, and he became as a stone.  38 And it came to pass about ten days after, that the LORD 
smote Nabal, that he died. 
   39 And when David heard that Nabal was dead, he said, Blessed be the LORD, that hath 
pleaded the cause of my reproach from the hand of Nabal, and hath kept his servant from evil:  
for the LORD hath returned the wickedness of Nabal on his own head, And David sent and 
communed with Abigail, to take her to him to wife.  40 And when the servants of David were 
come to Abigail to Carmel, they spake unto her, saying, David sent us unto thee, to take thee to 
him to wife.  41 And she arose, and bowed herself on her face to the earth, and said, Behold, let 
thine handmaid be a servant to wash the feet of the servants of my lord.  42 And Abigail hasted, 
and arose, and rode upon an ass, with five damsels of hers that went after her; and she went after 
the messengers of David, and became his wife.  43 David also took Ahinoam of Jezreel; and they 
were also both of them his wives.  (1 Sa 25:14-42)  [See also 1 Sa 25:1-13] 
 
Abishag 

 
Now king David was old and stricken in years; and they covered him with clothes, but he gat no 
heat.  2 Wherefore his servants said unto him, Let there be sought for my lord the king a young 
virgin:  and let her stand before the king, and let her cherish him, and let her lie in thy bosom, 
that my lord the king may get heat.  3 So they sought for a fair damsel throughout all the coasts 
of Israel, and found Abishag a Shunammite, and brought her to the king.  4 And the damsel was 
very fair, and cherished the king, and ministered to him:  but the king knew her not. 
(1 Ki 1:1-4) 
   13 And Adonijah the son of Haggith came to Bathsheba the mother of Solomon.  And she said, 
Comest thou peaceably?  And he said, Peaceably.  14 He said moreover, I have somewhat to say 
unto thee.  And she said, Say on.  15 And he said, Thou knowest that the kingdom was mine, and 
that all Israel set their faces on me, that I should reign: howbeit the kingdom is turned about, and 
is become my brother’s: for it was his from the LORD.  16 And now I ask one petition of thee, 
deny me not.  And she said unto him, Say on.  17 And he said, Speak, I pray thee, unto Solomon 
the king, (for he will not say thee nay,) that he give me Abishag the Shunammite to wife.  18 
And Bathsheba said, Well; I will speak for thee unto the king. 
   19 Bathsheba therefore went unto king Solomon, to speak unto him for Adonijah.  And the 
king rose up to meet her, and bowed himself unto her, and sat down on his throne, and caused a 
seat to be set for the king’s mother; and she sat on his right hand.  20 Then she said, I desire one 
small petition of thee; I pray thee, say me not nay.  And the king said unto her, Ask on, my 
mother:  for I will not say thee nay.  21 And she said, Let Abishag the Shunammite be given to 
Adonijah thy brother to wife.  22 And king Solomon answered and said unto his mother, And 
why dost thou ask Abishag the Shunammite for Adonijah?  ask for him the kingdom also; for he 
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is mine elder brother; even for him, and for Abiathar the priest, and for Joab the son of Zeruiah.  
(1 Ki 2:13-22) 
 
Deborah 
 
Deborah, referred to as Rebekah’s nurse, is mentioned in two verses in Genesis.  Genesis 24:55 
notes that Deborah accompanied Rebekah when she left her country to go to Canaan to marry 
Isaac.  In Genesis 35:8 we read:  “Now Deborah, Rebekah’s nurse, died and was buried under the 
oak below Bethel.  So it was named Allon Bacuth.6” 
 
Leah, first wife of Jacob: 
 
And Laban said unto Jacob, Because thou art my brother, shouldest thou therefore serve me for 
nought?  tell me, what shall  thy wages be?  16 And Laban had two daughters:  the name of the 
elder was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel.  17 Leah was tender eyed; but Rachel 
was beautiful and well favored.  18 And Jacob loved Rachel; and said, I will serve thee seven 
years for Rachel thy younger daughter.  19 And Laban said, It is better that I give her to thee, 
than that I should give her to another man:  abide with me.  20 And Jacob served seven years for 
Rachel; and they seemed unto him but a few days, for the love he had to her. 
   21 And Jacob said unto Laban, Give me my wife, for my days are fulfilled, that I may go in 
unto her.  22 And Laban gathered together all the men of the place, and made a feast.  23 And it 
came to pass in the evening, that he took Leah his daughter, and brought her to him; and he went 
in unto her.  24 And Laban gave unto his daughter Leah Zilpah his maid for an handmaid.  25 
And it came to pass, that in the morning, behold, it was Leah; and he said to Laban, What is this 
thou hast done unto me?  did not I serve with thee for Rachel?  wherefore then hast thou beguiled 
me?  26 And Laban said, It must not be so done in our country, to give the younger before the 
firstborn.  27  Fulfil her week, and we will give thee this also for the service which thou shalt 
serve with me yet seven other years.  28 And Jacob did so, and fulfilled her week:  and he gave 
him Rachel his daughter to wife also.  29 And Laban gave to Rachel his daughter Bilhah his 
handmaid to be her maid.  30 And he went in also unto Rachel, and he loved also Rachel more 
than Leah, and served with him yet seven other years. 
   31 And when the LORD saw that Leah was hated, he opened her womb:  but Rachel was 
barren.  32 And Leah conceived, and bare a son, and she called his name Reuben:  for she said, 
Surely the LORD hath looked upon my affliction; now therefore my husband will love me.  33 
And she conceived again, and bare a son; and said, Because the LORD hath heard that I was 
hated, he hath therefore given me this son also:  and she called his name Simeon.  34 And she 
conceived again, and bare a son; and said, Now this time will my husband be joined unto me, 
because I have born him three sons:  therefore was his name called Levi.  35 And she conceived 
again, and bare a son:  and she said, Now will I praise the LORD:  therefore she called his name 
Judah; and left bearing.  (Ge 29:16-35) 
 

Genesis 30:1-21 describes the continuing rivalry between Leah and Rachel, part of which 
is as follows: 

 
And Reuben went in the days of wheat harvest, and found mandrakes in the field, and brought 
them unto his mother Leah.  Then Rachel said to Leah, Give me, I pray thee, of thy son’s 
mandrakes.  15 And she said unto her, Is it a small matter that thou hast taken my husband?  and 
                                                 
6 Allon Bacuth means oak of weeping. 
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wouldest thou take away my son’s mandrakes also?  And Rachel said, Therefore he shall lie with 
thee tonight for thy son’s mandrakes.  16 And Jacob came out of the field in the evening, and 
Leah went out to meet him, and said, Thou must come in unto me; for surely I have hired thee 
with my son’s mandrakes.  And he lay with her that night.  17 And God hearkened unto Leah, 
and she conceived, and bare Jacob the fifth son.  18 And Leah said, God hath given me my hire, 
because I have given my maiden to my husband:  and she called his name Issachar.  19 And Leah 
conceived again, and bare Jacob the sixth son.  20 And Leah said, God hath endued me with a 
good dowry; now will my husband dwell with me, because I have born him six sons:  and she 
called his name Zebulon.  21 And afterwards she bare a daughter, and called her name Dinah.  
(Ge 30:14-21) 
 
Dinah: 

 
We read of Dinah in Genesis 34:1-31: 

 
Now Dinah, the daughter Leah bore to Jacob, went out to visit the women of the land.  2 When 
Shechem son of Hamor the Hivite, the ruler of that area, saw her, he took her and violated her.  3 
His heart was drawn to Dinah daughter of Jacob, and he loved the girl and spoke tenderly to her.  
4 And Shechem said to his father Hamor, “Get me this girl as my wife.” (Genesis 34:1-4) 
 

Jacob’s son’s used Shechem’s love for Dinah to deal deceitfully with him and his father, 
ultimately avenging Dinah by killing all the males and looting the city where their sister had 
been defiled.  After reading of these events, we read: 
 
Then Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, “You have brought trouble on me by making me a stench 
to the Canaanites and Perizzites, the people living in this land.  We are few in number, and if 
they join forces against me and attack me, I and my household will be destroyed.”  31 But they 
replied, “Should he have treated our sister like a prostitute?”  (Genesis 34:30-31) 
 
Naomi 
 

Naomi was the mother-in-law of Ruth.  Some of Naomi’s story is told with that of Ruth 
[See above].  She is introduced in the following passage: 
 
Now it came to pass in the days when the judges ruled, that there was a famine in the land.  And 
a certain man of Bethlehemjudah went to sojourn in the country of Moab, he, and his wife, and 
his two sons.  2 And the name of the man was Elimelech, and the name of his wife Naomi, and 
the name of his two sons Mahlon and Chilion, and Ephrathites of Bethlehemjudah.  And they 
came into the country of Moab, and continued there.  3 And Elimelech Naomi’s husband died; 
and she was left, and her two sons.  4 And they took them wives of the women of Moab; the 
name of the one was Orpah, and the name of the other Ruth:  and they dwelled there about ten 
years.  5 And Mahlon and Chilion died also both of them; and the woman was left of her two 
sons and her husband. 
   6 Then she arose with her daughters in law, that she might return from the country of Moab:  
for she had heard in the country of Moab how that the Lord had visited his people in giving them 
bread.  7 Wherefore she went forth out of the place where she was, and her two daughters in law 
with her; and they went on the way to return unto the land of Judah.  8 And Naomi said unto her 
two daughters in law, Go, return each to her mother’s house:  the Lord deal kindly with you, as 
ye have dealt with the dead, and with me.  9 The Lord grant you that ye may find rest, each of 
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you in the house of her husband.  Then she kissed them; and they lifted up their voice, and wept.  
10 And they said unto her, Surely we will return with thee unto thy people.  11 And Naomi said, 
Turn again, my daughters:  why will ye go with me?  are there yet any more sons in my womb, 
that they may be your husbands?  12 Turn again, my daughters, go your way; for I am too old to 
have an husband.  If I should say, I have hope, if I should have an husband also tonight, and 
should also bear sons; 13 Would ye tarry for them till they were grown?  would ye stay for them 
from having husbands?  nay, my daughters; for it grieveth me much for your sakes that the hand 
of the Lord is gone out against me.  14 And they lifted up their voice, and wept again:  and 
Orpah kissed her mother in law; but Ruth clave unto her…19 So they two went until they came 
to Bethlehem.  and it came to pass, when they were come to Bethlehem, that all the city was 
moved about them, and they said, Is this Naomi?  20 And she said unto them, Call me not 
Naomi, call me Mara:  for the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with me.  21 I went out full, and 
the Lord hath brought me home again empty:  why then call ye me Naomi, seeing the Lord hath 
testified against me, and the Almighty hath afflicted me?  22 So Naomi returned, and Ruth the 
Moabitess, her daughter in law, with her, which returned out of the country of Moab:  and they 
came to Bethlehem in the beginning of barley harvest.  (Ruth 1:1-14,19-22 KJV) 
 
 Naomi’s knowledge of Hebrew law and human nature led her to give Ruth advice that 
ultimately led to her marriage of Boaz: 
 
So she gleaned in the field until even, and beat out that she had gleaned:  and it was about an 
ephah of barley. 
   18 And she took it up, and went into the city:  and her mother in law saw what she had 
gleaned:  and she brought fourth, and gave to her that she had reserved after she was sufficed.  19 
And her mother in law said unto her, Where hast thou gleaned to day?  and where wroughtest 
thou?  blessed be he that did take knowledge of thee.  And she shewed her mother in law with 
whom she had wrought, and said, The man’s name with whom I wrought to day is Boaz.  20 And 
Naomi said unto her daughter in law, Blessed be he of the Lord, who hath not left off his 
kindness to the living and to the dead.  And Naomi said unto her, The man is near of kin unto us, 
one of our next kinsmen.  21 And Ruth the Moabitess said, He said unto me also, Thou shalt 
keep fast by my young men, until they have ended all my harvest.  22 And Naomi said unto Ruth 
her daughter in law, It is good, my daughter, that thou go out with his maidens, that they meet 
thee not in any other field.  23 So she kept fast by the maidens of Boaz to glean unto the end of 
barley harvest and of wheat harvest; and dwelt with her mother in law.  (Ruth 2:17-23 KJV) 
 
Then Naomi her mother in law said unto her, My daughter, shall I not seek rest for thee, that it 
may be well with thee?  2 And now is not Boaz of our kindred, with whose maidens thou wast?  
Behold, he winnoweth barley tonight in the threshingfloor.  3 Wash thyself therefore, and anoint 
thee, and put thy raiment upon thee, and get thee down to the floor, but make not thyself known 
unto the man, until he shall have done eating and drinking.  4 And it shall be, when he lieth 
down, that thou shalt mark the place where he shall lie, and thou shalt go in, and uncover his 
feet, and lay thee down; and he will tell thee what thou shalt do.  5 And she said unto her, All 
that thou sayest unto me I will do.  (Ruth 3:1-5 KJV) 
 
Sarah (also called Sarai), wife of Abraham (also called Abram) 

 
Sarah is first mentioned in the Bible as follows: 
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…The name of Abram’s wife was Sarai…30 Now Sarai was barren; she had no children. 
(Genesis 11:29,30) 
 

The following incident involved Sarah: 
 
And there was a famine in the land:  and Abram went down into Egypt to sojourn there; for the 
famine was grievous in the land.  11 And it came to pass, when he was come near to enter into 
Egypt, that he said unto Sarai his wife, Behold now, I know that thou art a fair woman to look 
upon:  12 Therefore it shall come to pass, when the Egyptians shall see thee, that they shall say, 
This is his wife: and they will kill me, but they will save thee alive.  12 Say, I pray thee, thou art 
my sister:  that it may be well with me for thy sake; and my soul shall live because of thee. 
   14 And it came to pass, that, when Abram was come into Egypt, the Egyptians beheld the 
woman that she was very fair.  15 The princes also of Pharaoh saw her, and commended her 
before Pharaoh:  and the woman was taken into Pharaoh’s house.  16 And he entreated Abram 
well for her sake:  and he had sheep, and oxen, and he asses, and menservants, and maidservants, 
and she asses, and camels.  17 And the LORD plagued Pharaoh and his house with great plagued 
because of Sarai Abram’s wife.  18 And Pharaoh called Abram, and said, What is this that thou 
hast done unto me?  why didst thou not tell me that she was thy wife?  19 Why saidst thou, She 
is my sister?  so I might have taken her to me to wife:  now therefore behold thy wife, take her, 
and go thy way.  20 And Pharaoh commanded his men concerning him: and they sent him away, 
and his wife, and all that he had.  (Genesis 12:10-20 KJV)  [A similar story is told in Ge 20:1-
17.] 
 
 Part of Sarah’s ’s story is told as part of Hagar’s.  See page ?? 
 
 God’s promise of the birth of a son to Sarah: 
 
And God said unto Abraham, As for Sarai thy wife, thou shalt not call her name Sarai, but Sarah 
shall her name be.  16 And I will bless her, and give thee a son also of her; yea, I will bless her, 
and she shall be a mother of nations; kings of people shall be of her.  17 Then Abraham fell upon 
his face, and laughed, and said in his heart, Shall a child be born unto him what is an hundred 
years old?  and shall Sarah, that is ninety years old, bear?  18 And Abraham said unto God, O 
that Ishmael might live before thee!  19 And God said, Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son 
indeed; and thou shalt call his name Isaac: and I will establish my covenant with him for an 
everlasting covenant, and with his seed after him.  20 And as for Ishmael, I have heard thee:  
Behold, I have blessed him, and will make him fruitful, and will multiply him exceedingly; 
twelve princes shall he beget, and I will make him a great nation.  21 But my covenant will I 
establish with Isaac, which Sarah shall bear unto thee at this set time in the next year.  22 And he 
left off talking with him, and God went up from Abraham.  (Genesis 17:15-22 KJV) 
 
 Sarah’s response when she learned that she was to give birth to a son: 
 
And they said unto him, Where is Sarah thy wife?  And he said, Behold, in the tent.  10 And he 
said, I will certainly return unto thee according to the time of life; and, lo, Sarah thy wife shall 
have a son.  And Sarah heard it in the tent door, which was behind him.  11 Now Abraham and 
Sarah were old and well stricken in age; and it ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of 
women.  12 Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying, After I am waxed old shall I have 
pleasure, my lord being old also?  13 And the LORD said unto Abraham, Wherefore did Sarah 
laugh, saying, Shall I of a surety bear a child, which am old?  14 Is any thing too hard for the 
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LORD?  At the time appointed I will return unto thee, according to the time of life, and Sarah 
shall have a son.  15 Then Sarah denied, saying, I laughed not; for she was afraid.  And he said, 
Nay; but thou didst laugh.  (Genesis 18:9-15 KJV)  [Note that Rebekah, the mother of Jacob 
(Genesis 25:21); the mother of Sampson (Judges 13:2-24); Hannah, the mother of Samuel (1 
Samuel 1:2); and Elizabeth, the mother of John the Baptist (Lk 1:7) were all barren before divine 
intervention.] 
 
 The birth of Isaac: 
 
And the LORD visited Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did unto Sarah as he had spoken.  2 
For Sarah conceived, and bare Abraham a son in his old age, at the set time of which God had 
spoken to hem.  3 And Abraham called the name of his son that was born unto him, whom Sarah 
bare to him, Isaac.  4 And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac being eight days old, as God had 
commanded him.  5 And Abraham was an hundred years old, when his son Isaac was born unto 
him.  6 And Sarah said, God hath made me to laugh, so that all that hear will laugh with me.  7 
And she said, Who would have said unto Abraham, that Sarah should have given children suck?  
for I have born him a son in his old age.  8 And the child grew, and was weaned:  and Abraham 
made a great feast the same day that Isaac was weaned.  (Genesis 21:1-8 KJV) 
 

The death of Sarah: 
 
Sarah lived to be a hundred and twenty-seven years old.  2 She died at Kiriath Arba (that is, 
Hebron) in the land of Canaan, and Abraham went to mourn for Sarah and to weep over her.  
The Abraham rose from beside his dead wife and spoke to the Hittites.  He said, 4 “I am an alien 
and a stranger among you.  Sell me some property for a burial site here so I can bury my 
dead.”…19Afterward Abraham buried his wife Sarah in the cave in the field of Machpelah near 
Mamre (which is at Hebron) in the land of Canaan.  (Genesis 23:1-4,19) 
 

Sarah’s story is used to teach a lesson in Galatians: 
 
Tell me, ye that desire to be under the law, do ye not hear the law?  22 For it is written, that 
Abraham had two sons, the one by a bondmaid, the other by a freewoman.  23 But he who was of 
the bondwoman was born after the flesh; but he of the freewoman was by promise.  24 Which 
things are an allegory:  for these are the two covenants; the one from the mount Sinai, which 
gendereth to bondage, which is Agar.  25 For this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and answereth 
to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her children.  26 But Jerusalem which is 
above is free, which is the mother of us all.  27 For it is written, Rejoice, thou barren that bearest 
not; break forth and cry, thou that travailest not:  for the desolate hath many more children than 
she which hath an husband.  28 Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are the children of promise.  29 
But as then he that was born after the flesh persecuted him that was born after the Spirit, even so 
it is now.  30 Nevertheless what saith the scripture?  Cast out the bondwoman and her son:  for 
the son of the bondwoman shall not be heir with the son of the freewoman.  31 So then, brethren, 
we are not children of the bondwoman, but of the free.  (Galatians 4:21-31 KJV) 
 

Sarah’s faith is mentioned in Hebrews: 
 
Through faith also Sara herself received strength to conceive seed, and was delivered of a child 
when she was past age, because she judged him faithful who had promised.  (Hebrews 11:11 
KJV) 
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Rebekah, wife of Isaac: 
 

Genesis 24:1-66 tells of Abraham’s sending his servant to find Isaac a wife from among 
his own relatives.  The servant meets Rebekah at a spring and she gives water to him and his 
camels.  The servant tells her brother of his mission, and the brother agrees for Rebekah to go 
with the servant and marry Isaac.  We read: 
 
And they said, We will call the damsel, and enquire at her mouth.  58 And they called Rebekah, 
and said unto her, Wilt thou go with this man?  And she said, I will go7…61 And Rebekah arose, 
and her damsels, and they rode upon the camels, and followed the man:  and the servant took 
Rebekah, and went his way.  62 And Isaac, came from the way of the well Lahairoi; for he dwelt 
in the south country.  63 And Isaac went out to meditate in the field at the eventide:  and he lifted 
up his eyes, and saw, and, behold, the camels were coming.  64 And Rebekah lifted up her eyes, 
and when she saw Isaac, she lighted off the camel.  65 For she had said unto the servant, What 
man is this that walketh in the field to meet us?  And the servant had said, It is my master:  
therefore she took a vail, and covered herself.  66 And the servant told Isaac all things that he 
had done.  67 And Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah’s tent, and took Rebekah, and she 
became his wife; and he loved her:  and Isaac was comforted after his mother’s death.  (Ge 
24:57-58,61-67 KJV) 
 

The birth of Esau and Jacob is related as follows: 
 
And Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah to wife...21 And Isaac entreated the LORD 
for his wife, because she was barren:  and the LORD was entreated of him, and Rebekah his wife 
conceived.  22 And the children struggled together within her; and she said, If it be so, why am I 
thus?  And she went to enquire of the LORD.  23 And the LORD said unto her, Two nations are 
in thy womb, and two manner of people shall be separated from thy bowels:  and the one people 
shall be stronger than the other people; and the elder shall serve the younger. 
   24 And when her days to be delivered were fulfilled, behold, there were twins in her womb.  
25 And the first came out red, all over like an hairy garment, and they called his name Esau.  26 
And after that came his brother out, and his hand took hold on Esau’s heel; and his name was 
called Jacob:  and Isaac was three score years old when she bare them.  (Ge 25:20-26 KJV) 
 

We read the following account of events surrounding Rebekah: 
 
And there was a famine in the land, beside the first famine that was in the days of Abraham.  
And Isaac went unto Abimelech king of the Philistines unto Gerar.  2 And the LORD appeared 
unto him, and said, Go not down into Egypt; dwell in the land which I shall tell thee of:  3 
Sojourn in this land, and I will be with thee, and will bless thee; for unto thee, and unto thy seed, 
I will give all these countries, and I will perform the oath which I sware unto Abraham thy 
father; 4 And I will make thy seed to multiply as the stars of heaven, and will give unto thy seed 
all these countries; and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; 5 Because that 
Abraham obeyed my voice, and kept my charge, my commandments, my statutes, and my laws. 
   6 And Isaac dwelt in Gerar.  7 And the men of the place asked him of his wife; and he said, She 
is my sister:  for he feared to say, She is my wife; lest, said he, the men of the place should kill 
me for Rebekah; because she was fair to look upon.  8 And it came to pass, when he had been 
                                                 
7 Note that Rebekah had a choice. 
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there a long time, that Abimelech king of the Philistines looked out at a window, and saw, and 
behold, Isaac was sporting with Rebekah his wife.  9 And Abimelech called Isaac, and said, 
Behold, of a surety she is thy wife:  and how saidst thou, She is my sister?  And Isaac said unto 
him, Because I said, Lest I die for her.  10 And Abimelech said, What is this thou hast done unto 
us?  one of the people might lightly have lain with thy wife, and thou shouldest have brought 
guiltiness upon us.  11 And Abimelech charged all his people, saying, He that toucheth this man 
or his wife shall surely be put to death.  (Ge 26:1-11 KJV) 
 

Rebekah conspired with Jacob to obtain the blessing Isaac promised to Esau (Ge 27: 1-
46).  Part of the story is as follows: 
 
And Rebekah spake unto Jacob her son, saying, Behold, I heard thy father speak unto Esau thy 
brother, saying, 7 Bring me venison, and make me savory meat, that I may eat, and bless thee 
before the LORD before my death.  8 Now therefore, my son, obey my voice according to that 
which I command thee.  9 Go now to the flock, and fetch me from thence two good kids of the 
goats; and I will make them savory meat for thy father, such as he loveth:  10 And thou shalt 
bring it to thy father, that he may eat, and that he may bless thee before his death.  11 And Jacob 
said to Rebekah his mother, Behold, Esau my brother is a hairy man, and I am a smooth man:  12 
My father peradventure will feel me, and I shall seem to him as a deceiver; and I shall bring a 
curse upon me, and not a blessing.  13 And his mother said unto him, Upon me be thy curse, my 
son:  only obey my voice, and go fetch me them.  14 And he went, and fetched, and brought them 
to his mother:  and his mother made savory meat, such as his father loved.  15 And Rebekah took 
goodly raiment of her eldest son Esau, which were with her in the house, and put them upon 
Jacob her younger son:  16 And she put the skins of the kids of the goats upon his hands, and 
upon the smooth of his neck:  17 And she gave the savory meat and the bread, which she had 
prepared, into the hand of her son Jacob…   41 And Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing 
wherewith his father blessed him:  and Esau said in his heart, The days of mourning for my 
father are at hand; then will I slay my brother Jacob.  42 And these words of Esau her elder son 
were told to Rebekah:  and she sent and called Jacob her younger son, and said unto him, 
Behold, thy brother Esau, as touching thee, doth comfort himself, purposing to kill thee.  43 Now 
therefore, my son, obey my voice; and arise, flee thou to Laban my brother to Haran;  44 And 
tarry with him a few days, until thy brother’s fury turn away;  45 Until thy brother’s anger turn 
away from thee, and he forget that which thou hast done to him:  then I will send, and fetch thee 
from thence:  why would I be deprived also of you both in one day?  46 And Rebekah said to 
Isaac, I am weary of my life because of the daughters of Heth:  if Jacob take a wife of the 
daughters of Heth, such as these which are of the daughters of the land, what good shall my life 
do me?   (Ge 27:6-17 KJV)  [In Genesis 28 we read of Isaac sending Jacob to Laban.] 
 
Vashti 
 
Vashti, queen of king Ahasuerus [also called Xerxes], was influential in the early part of 
Ahasuerus’ reign and as the queen mother during the reign of her son Artaxerxes.  The 
description of events leading to her being deposed is found in the first chapter of Esther:  
 
On the seventh day, when the heart of the king was merry with wine, he commanded…the seven 
chamberlains that served in the presence of Ahasuerus the king, 11 To bring Vashti the queen 
before the king with the crown royal, to shew the people and the princes her beauty:  for she was 
fair to look on.  12 But the queen Vashti refused to come at the king’s commandment by his 
chamberlains:  therefore was the king very wroth, and his anger burned in him.  13 Then the king 
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said to the wise men, which knew the times…15 What shall we do unto the queen Vashti 
according to law, because she hath not performed the commandment of the king Ahasuerus by 
the chamberlains?  16 And Memucan answered before the king and the princes, Vashti the queen 
hath not done wrong to the king only, but also to all the princes, and to all the people that are in 
all the provinces of the king Ahasuerus.  17 For this deed of the queen shall come abroad unto all 
women, so that they shall despise their husbands in their eyes, when it shall be reported, The 
king Ahasuerus commanded Vashti the queen to be brought in before him, but she came not.  18 
Likewise shall the ladies of Persia and Media say this day unto all the king’s princes, which have 
heard of the deed of the queen.  Thus shall there arise too much contempt and wrath.  19 If it 
please the king, let there go a royal commandment from him, and let it be written among the laws 
of the Persians and the Medes, that it be not altered, That Vashti come no more before king 
Ahasuerus; and let the king give her royal estate unto another that is better than she.  (Esther 
1:10-13,15-19)  [See Esther 1:1-21, 2:1]: 
 
Zipporah, wife of Moses: 
 
Now the priest of Midian had seven daughters:  and they came and drew water, and filled the 
troughs to water their father’s flock.  17 And the shepherds came and drove them away:  but 
Moses stood up and helped them, and watered their flock.  18 And when they came to Reuel 
their father, he said, How is it that ye are come so soon today?  19 And they said, An Egyptian 
delivered us out of the hand of the shepherds, and also drew water enough for us, and watered 
the flock.  20 And he said unto his daughters, And where is he?  why is it that ye have left the 
man?  call him, that he may eat bread.  21 And Moses was content to dwell with the man:  and he 
gave Moses Zipporah his daughter.  22 And she bare him a son, and he called his name Gershom:  
for he said, I have been a stranger in a strange land.  (Exodus 2:16-22 KJV) 
 

We read of Zipporah: 
 
And Moses took his wife and his sons, and set them upon an ass, and he returned to the land of 
Egypt:  and Moses took the rod of God in his hand…24 And it came to pass by the way of the 
inn, that the LORD met him, and sought to kill him8.  25 Then Zipporah took a sharp stone, and 
cut off the foreskin of her son, and cast it at his feet, and said, Surely a bloody husband art thou 
to me.  26 So he let him go:  then she said, A bloody husband thou art, because of the 
circumcision.  (4:20,24-26 KJV) 
 

Zipporah and her sons, Gershom and Eliezer, are mentioned in Exodus 18:1-6. 
 
Michal, daughter of Saul and wife of David: 
 
And Saul said to David, Behold my elder daughter Merab, her will I give thee to wife:  only be 
thou valiant for me, and fight the LORD’s battles.  For Saul said, Let not mine hand be upon 
him, but let the hand of the Philistines be upon him.  18 And David said unto Saul, Who am I?  
and what is my life, or my father’s family in Israel, that I should be son in law to the king?  19 
But it came to pass at the time when Merab Saul’s daughter should have been given to David, 
that she was given unto Adriel the Meholathite to wife.  20 And Michal Saul’s daughter loved 
David:  and they told Saul, and the thing pleased him.  21 And Saul said, I will give him her, that 
she may be a snare to him, and that the hand of the Philistines may be against him.  Wherefore 
                                                 
8 The NIV Study Bible notes that this was apparently because Moses did not circumcise his son. 
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Saul said to David, Thou shalt this day be my son in law in the one of the twain…27 Wherefore 
David arose and went, he and his men, and slew of the Philistines two hundred men; and David 
brought their foreskins, and they gave them in full tale to the king, that he might be the king’s 
son in law.  And Saul gave him Michal his daughter to wife.  (1 Samuel 18:17-21,27 KJV) 
 
 After Saul took Michal from David and gave her to another man, David negotiated to 
have her returned to him: 
 
And Abner sent messengers to David on his behalf, saying, Whose is the land?  saying also, 
Make thy league with me, and, behold, my hand shall be with thee, to bring about all Israel unto 
thee. 13 And he said, Well; I will make a league with thee:  but one thing I require of thee, that 
is, Thou shalt not see my face, except thou first bring Michal Saul’s daughter, when thou comest 
to see my face.  14 And David sent messengers to Ishbosheth Saul’s son, saying, Deliver me my 
wife Michal, which I espoused to me for an hundred foreskins of the Philistines.  15 And 
Ishbosheth sent, and took her from her husband, even from Phaltiel the son of Laish.  16 And her 
husband went with her along weeping behind her to Bahurim.  Then said Abner unto him, Go, 
return.  And he returned.  (2 Samuel 3:12-16 KJV) 
 
 Michal helped save David from a plot by her father to kill him: 
 
Saul also sent messengers unto David’s house, to watch him, and to slay him in the morning:  
and Michal David’s wife told him, saying, If thou save not thy life to night, tomorrow thou shalt 
be slain.     12 So Michal let David down through a window:  and he went, and fled, and escaped.  
13 And Michal took an image, and laid it in the bed, and put a pillow of goats’ hair for his 
bolster, and covered it with a cloth.  14 And when Saul sent messengers to take David, she said, 
He is sick.  15 And Saul sent the messengers again to see David, saying, Bring him up to me in 
the bed, that I may slay him.  16 And when the messengers were come in, behold, there was an 
image in the bed, with a pillow of goats’ hair for his bolster.  17 And Saul said unto Michal, 
Why hast thou deceived me so, and sent away mine enemy, that he is escaped?  And Michal 
answered Saul, He said unto me, Let me go; why should I kill thee? (1 Samuel 19:11-17 KJV) 
 
 Michal expressed her disapproval of David’s behavior: 
 
And it was told king David, saying, The LORD hath blessed the house of Obed-edom, and all 
that pertaineth unto him, because of the ark of God.  So David went and brought up the ark of 
God from the house of Obed-edom into the city of David with gladness.  13 And it was so, that 
when they that bare the ark of the LORD had gone six paces, he sacrificed oxen and fatlings.  14 
And David danced before the LORD with all his might; and David was girded with a linen 
ephod.  15 So David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark of the LORD with shouting, 
and with the sound of the trumpet.  16 And as the ark of the LORD came into the city of David, 
Michal Saul’s daughter looked through a window, and saw king David leaping and dancing 
before the LORD; and she despised him in her heart. 
   17 And they brought in the ark of the LORD, and set it in his place, in the midst of the 
tabernacle that David had pitched for it:  and David offered burnt offerings and peace offerings 
before the LORD. 18 And as soon as David had made an end of offering burnt offerings and 
peace offerings, he blessed the people in the name of the LORD of hosts.  19 And he dealt 
among all the people, even among the whole multitude of Israel, as well to the women as men, 
every one a cake of bread, and a good piece of flesh, and a flagon of wine.  So all the people 
departed every one to his house. 
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   20 Then David returned to bless his household.  And Michal the daughter of Saul came out to 
meet David, and said, How glorious was the king of Israel today, who uncovered himself today 
in the eyes of the handmaids of his servants, as one of the vain fellows shamelessly uncovereth 
himself!  21 And David said unto Michal, It was before the LORD, which chose me before thy 
father, and before all his house, to appoint me ruler over the people of the LORD, over Israel:  
therefore will I play before the LORD.  22 And I will yet be more vile than thus, and will be base 
in mine own sight:  and the maidservants which thou hast spoken of, of them shall I be had in 
honor.  23 Therefore Michal the daughter of Saul had no child unto the day of her death.  (2 
Samuel 6:12-23 KJV) 
 
Tamar, a victim of abuse 
 
And it came to pass after this, that Absalom the son of David had a fair sister, whose name was 
Tamar; and Amnon the son of David loved her.  2 And Amnon was so vexed, that he fell sick for 
his sister Tamar; for she was a virgin; and Amnon thought it hard for him to do any thing to her.  
3 But Amnon had a friend, whose name was Jonadab, the son of Shimeah David’s brother:  and 
Jonadab was a very subtil man.  4 And he said unto him, Why art thou, being the king’s son, lean 
from day to day?  wilt thou not tell me?  And Amnon said unto him, I love Tamar, my brother 
Absalom’s sister.  5 And Jonadab said unto him, Lay thee down on thy bed, and make thyself 
sick:  and when thy father cometh to see thee, say unto him, I pray thee, let my sister Tamar 
come, and give me meat, an dress the meat in my sight, that I may see it, and eat it at her hand. 
   6 So Amnon lay down, and made himself sick:  and when the king was come to see him, 
Amnon said unto the king, I pray thee, let Tamar my sister come, and make me a couple of cakes 
in my sight, that I may eat of her hand.  7 Then David sent home to Tamar, saying, Go now to 
thy brother Amnon’s house, and dress him meat.  8 So Tamar went to her brother Amnon’s 
house; and he was laid down.  and she took flour, and kneaded it, and made cakes in his sight, 
and did bake the cakes.  9 And she took a pan, and poured them out before him; but he refused to 
eat.  And Amnon said, Have out all men from me.  And they went out every man from him.  10 
And Amnon said unto Tamar, Bring the meat into the chamber, that I may eat of thine hand.  
And Tamar took the cakes which she had made, and brought them into the chamber to Amnon 
her brother.  11 And when she had brought them unto him to eat, he took hold of her, and said 
unto her, Come lie with me, my sister.  12 And she answered him, Nay, my brother, do not force 
me; for no such thing ought to be done in Israel:  do not thou this folly.  13 And I, whither shall I 
cause my shame to go?  and as for thee, thou shalt be as one of the fools in Israel.  Now 
therefore, I pray thee, speak unto the king; for he will not withhold me from thee.  14 Howbeit he 
would not hearken unto her voice:  but, being stronger than she, forced her, and lay with her. 
   15 Then Amnon hated her exceedingly; so that the hatred wherewith he hated her was greater 
than the love wherewith he had loved her.  And Amnon said unto her, Arise, be gone.  16 And 
she said unto him, There is no cause:  this evil in sending me away is greater than the other that 
thou didst unto me.  But he would not hearken unto her.   17 Then he called his servant that 
ministered unto him, and said, Put now this woman out from me, and bolt the door after her.  18 
And she had a garment of divers colors upon her:  for with such robes were the king’s daughters 
that were virgins appareled. Then his servant brought her out, and bolted the door after her. 
   19 And Tamar put ashes on her head, and rent her garment of divers colors that was on her, and 
laid her hand on her head, and went on crying.  20 And Absalom her brother said unto her, Hath 
Amnon thy brother been with thee?  but hold now thy peace, my sister:  he is thy brother; regard 
not this thing.  So Tamar remained desolate in her brother Absalom’s house. 
   21 But when king David heard of all these things, he was very wroth.  22 And Absalom spake 
unto his brother Amnon neither good nor bad:  for Absalom hated Amnon, because he had forced 
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his sister Tamar.  (2 Samuel 13:1-21 KJV)  [See 2 Samuel 13:22-39 for an account of Absalom’s 
revenge on Amnon] 
 

Characteristics of Women  
 

 Women who “accentuated the positive:” 
 
  Solomon noted the importance of character: 
 
Who can find a virtuous woman?  for her price is far above rubies.  11 The heart of her husband 
doth safely trust in her, so that he shall have no need of spoil.  12 She will do him good and not 
evil all the days of her life.  13 She seeketh wool, and flax, and worketh willingly with her hands.  
14 She is like the merchants’ ships; she bringeth her food from afar.  15 She riseth also while it is 
yet night, and giveth meat to her household, and a portion to her maidens.  16 She considereth a 
field, and buyeth it, with the fruit of her hands she planteth a vineyard.  17 She girdeth her loins 
with strength, and strengtheneth her arms.  18 She perceiveth that her merchandise is good:  her 
candle goeth not out by night.  19 She layeth her hands to the spindle, and her hands hold the 
distaff.  20 She stretcheth out her hand to the poor; yea, she reacheth forth her hands to the 
needy.  21 She is not afraid of the snow for her household:  for all her household are clothed with 
scarlet.  22 She maketh herself coverings of tapestry; her clothing is silk and purple.  23 Her 
husband is known in the gates, when he sitteth among the elders of the land.  24 She maketh fine 
linen, and selleth it; and delivereth girdles unto the merchant.  25 Strength and honor are her 
clothing; and she shall rejoice in time to come.  26 She openeth her mouth with wisdom; and in 
her tongue is the law of kindness.  27 She looketh well to the ways of her household, and eateth 
not the bread of idleness.  28 Her children arise up, and call her blessed; her husband also, and he 
praiseth her.  29 Many daughters have done virtuously, but thou excellest them all.  30 Favor is 
deceitful, and beauty is vain:  but a woman that feareth the Lord, she shall be praised.  31 Give 
her of the fruit of her hands; and let her own works praise her in the gates.  (Proverbs 31:10-31 
KJV)  [See also Proverbs 12:4] 
 
 Paul described desirable characteristics of believers: 
 
But speak thou the things which become sound doctrine:  2 That the aged men be sober, grave, 
temperate, sound in faith, in charity, in patience.  3 The aged women likewise, that they be in 
behavior as becometh holiness, not false accusers, not given to much wine, teachers of good 
things; 4 That they may teach the young women to be sober, to love their husbands, to love their 
children, 5 To be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their own husbands, that 
the word of God be not blasphemed.  6 Young men likewise exhort to be sober minded.  7 In all 
things shewing thyself a pattern of good works:  in doctrine shewing uncorruptness, gravity, 
sincerity.  8 Sound speech, that cannot be condemned; that he that is of the contrary part may be 
ashamed, having no evil thing to say of you.  9 Exhort servants to be obedient unto their own 
masters, and to please them well in all things; not answering again; 10 Not purloining, but 
shewing all good fidelity; that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in all things.  11 
For the Grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men.  12 Teaching us that, 
denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this 
present world; 13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and 
our Savior Jesus Christ; 14 Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, 
and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.  15 These things speak, and 
exhort, and rebuke with all authority.  Let no man despise thee.  (Titus 2:1-15 KJV) 
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 Women who “accentuated the positive:” 
 

  There were women designated as wise in the Old Testament: 
 
Now Joab the son of Zeruiah perceived that the king’s heart was toward Absalom.  2 And Joab 
sent to Tekoah, and fetched thence a wise woman, and said unto her, I pray thee, feign thyself to 
be a mourner, and put on now mourning apparel, and anoint not thyself with oil, but be as a 
woman that had a long time mourned for the dead:  3 And come to the king, and speak on this 
manner unto him.  So Joab put the words in her mouth. 
   4 And when the woman of Tekoah spake to the king, she fell on her face to the ground, and did 
obeisance, and said, Help, O king.  5 And the king said unto her, What aileth thee?  And she 
answered, I am indeed a widow woman, and mine husband is dead.  6 And thy handmaid had 
two sons, and they two strove together in the field, and there was none to part them, but the one 
smote the other, and slew him.  7 And, behold, the whole family is risen against thine handmaid, 
and they said, Deliver him that smote his brother, that we may kill him, for the life of his brother 
whom he slew; and we will destroy the heir also:  and so they shall quench my coal which is left, 
and shall not leave to my husband neither name nor remainder upon the earth.  8 And the king 
said unto the woman, Go to thine house, and I will give charge concerning thee.  9 And the 
woman of Tekoah said unto the king, My lord, O king, the iniquity be on me, and on my father’s 
house:  and the king and his throne be guiltless.  10 And the king said, Whosoever saith ought 
unto thee, bring him to me, and he shall not touch thee any more.  11 Then said she, I pray thee, 
let the king remember the LORD thy God, that thou wouldest not suffer the revengers of blood to 
destroy any more, lest they destroy my son.  And he said, As the LORD liveth, there shall not 
one hair of thy son fall to the earth.  12 Then the woman said, Let thine handmaid, I pray thee, 
speak one word unto my lord the king. And he said, Say on.  13 And the woman said, Wherefore 
then hast thou thought such a thing against the people of God for the king doth speak this thing 
as one which is faulty, in that the king doth not fetch home again his banished.  14 For we must 
needs die, and are as water spilt on the ground, which cannot be gathered up again; neither doth 
God respect any person:  yet doth he devise means, that his banished be not expelled from him.  
15 Now therefore that I am come to speak of this thing unto my lord the king, it is because the 
people have made me afraid:  and thy handmaid said, I will now speak unto the king; it may be 
that the king will perform the request of his handmaid.  16 For the king will hear, to deliver his 
handmaid out of the hand of the man that would destroy me and my son together out of the 
inheritance of God.  17 Then thine handmaid said, The word of my lord the king shall now be 
comfortable:  for as an angel of God, so is my lord the king to discern good and bad:  therefore 
the LORD thy God will be with thee.  18 Then the king answered and said unto the woman, Hide 
not from me, I pray thee, the thing that I shall ask thee.  And the woman said, Let my lord the 
king now speak.  19 And the king said, Is not the hand of Joab with thee in all this?  And the 
woman answered and said, As thy soul liveth, my lord the king, none can turn to the right hand or 
to the left from ought that my lord the king hath spoken:  for thy servant Joab, he bade me, and 
he put all these words in the mouth of thine handmaid:  20 To fetch about this form of speech 
hath thy servant Joab done this thing:  and my lord is wise, according to the wisdom of an angel 
of God, to know all things that are in the earth.  21 And the king said unto Joab, Behold, now, I 
have done this thing:  go therefore, bring the young man Absalom again.  (2 Samuel 14:1-21 
KJV) 
 
Then cried a wise woman out of the city, Hear, hear; say, I pray you, unto Joab, Come near 
hither, that I may speak with thee.  17 And when he was come near unto her, the woman said, Art 
thou Joab?  And he answered, I am he.  Then she said unto him, Hear the words of thine 
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handmaid.  And he answered, I do hear.  18 Then she spake, saying, They were wont to speak in 
old time, saying, They shall surely ask counsel at Abel:  and so they ended the matter.  19 I am 
one of them that are peaceable and faithful in Israel:  thou seekest to destroy a city and a mother 
in Israel:  why wilt thou swallow up the inheritance of the Lord?  20 And Joab answered and 
said, Far be it, far be it from me, that I should swallow up or destroy.  21 The matter is not so:  
but a man of mount Ephraim, Sheba the son of Bichri by name, hath lifted up his hand against 
the king, even against David:  deliver him only, and I will depart from the city.  And the woman 
said unto Joab, Behold, his head shall be thrown to thee over the wall.  22 Then the woman went 
unto all the people in her wisdom.  And they cut off the head of Sheba the son of Bichri, and cast 
it out to Joab. And he blew a trumpet, and they retired from the city, every man to his tent.  And 
Joab returned to Jerusalem unto the king.  (2 Samuel 20:16-22 KJV) 
 
The wise woman builds her house, but with her own hands the foolish one tears hers down. 
(Proverbs 14:1) 
 
  A woman of spiritual insight: 
 
And his [Eli’s] daughter-in-law, Phinehas’ wife, was with child, near to be delivered:  and when 
she heard the tidings that the ark of God was taken, and that her father-in-law and her husband 
were dead, she bowed herself and travailed; for her pains came upon her.  20 And about the time 
of her death the women that stood by her said unto her, Fear not; for thou hast born a son.  But 
she answered not, neither did she regard it.  21 And she named the child Ichabod, saying, The 
glory is departed from Israel:  because of the ark of God was taken, and because of her father-in-
law and her husband.  22 And she said, The glory is departed from Israel:  for the ark of God is 
taken.  (1 Samuel 4:19-22 KJV) 
 
  With tact, a woman persuaded Saul to eat when he was troubled: 
 
And the woman came unto Saul, and saw that he was sore troubled, and said unto him, Behold, 
thine handmaid hath obeyed thy voice, and I have put my life in my hand, and have hearkened 
unto thy words which thou speakest unto me.  22 Now therefore, I pray thee, hearken thou also 
unto the voice of thine handmaid, and let me set a morsel of bread before thee; and eat, that thou 
mayest have strength, when thou goest on thy way.  23 But  he refused, and said, I will not eat.  
But his servants, together with the woman, compelled him; and he hearkened unto their voice.  
so he arose from the earth, and sat upon the bed.  24 And the woman had a fat calf in the house; 
and she hasted, and killed it, and took flour, and kneaded it, and did bake unleavened bread 
thereof:  25 And she brought it before Saul, and before his servants; and they did eat.  Then they 
rose up, and went away that night.  (1 Samuel 28:21-25 KJV) 
 
  A woman’s quick thinking allowed an important message to be delivered to 
David: 
 
Hushai told Zadok and Abiathar, the priests, “Ahithophel has advised Absalom and the elders of 
Israel to do such and such, but I have advised them to do so and so.  16 Now send a message 
immediately and tell David, ‘Do not spend the night at the fords in the desert; cross over without 
fail, or the king and all the people with him will be swallowed up.’”  17 Jonathan and Ahimaaz 
were staying at En Rogel.  A servant girl was to go and inform them, and they were to go and tell 
King David, for they could not risk being seen entering the city.  18 But a young man saw them 
and told Absalom.  So the two of them left quickly and went to the house of a man in Bahurim.  
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He had a well in his courtyard, and they climbed down into it.  19 His wife took a covering and 
spread it out over the opening of the well and scattered grain over it.  No one knew anything 
about it.  20 When Absalom’s men came to the woman at the house, they asked, “Where are 
Ahimaaz and Jonathan?”  The woman answered them,  “They are crossed over the brook.”  The 
men searched but found no one, so they returned to Jerusalem.  21 After the men had gone, the 
two climbed out of the well and went to inform King David.  They said to him, “Set out and 
cross the river at once; Ahithophel has advised such and such against you.” 22 So David and all 
the people with him set out and crossed the Jordan.  By daybreak, no one was left who had not 
crossed the Jordan.  (2 Samuel 17:15-22)  [See 2 Samuel 17:1-14] 
 
  Women showed ingenuity: 
 
And the king of Egypt spake to the Hebrew midwives, of which there name of one was Shiphrah, 
and the name of the other Puah:  16 And he said, When ye do the office of a midwife to the 
Hebrew women, and see them upon the stools; if it be a son, then ye shall kill him:  but if it be a 
daughter, then she shall live.  17 But the midwives feared God, and did not as the king of Egypt 
commanded them, but saved the men children alive.  18 And the king of Egypt called for the 
midwives, and said unto them.  Why have ye done this thing, and have saved the men children 
alive?  19 And the midwives said unto Pharaoh, Because the Hebrew women; for they are lively, 
and are delivered ere the midwives come in unto them.  20 Therefore God dealt well with the 
midwives:  and the people multiplied, and waxed very mighty.  21 And it came to pass, because 
the midwives feared God, that he made them houses.  22 And Pharaoh charged all his people, 
saying, Every son that is born ye shall cast into the river, and every daughter ye shall save alive.  
(Exodus 1:15-22) 
 
  That women possessed determination is shown by Rizpah.  Within the limits of 
her power, she honored her 2 slain sons and the 5 slain sons of Merab: 
 
During the reign of David, there was a famine for three successive years; so David sought the 
face of the LORD.  The LORD said, “It is on account of Saul and his blood-stained house; it is 
because he put the Gibeonites to death.” 
   2 The king summoned the Gibeonites and spoke to them.  (Now the Gibeonites were not a part 
of Israel but were survivors of the Amorites; the Israelites had sworn to spare them, but Saul in 
his zeal for Israel and Judah had tried to annihilate them)  3 David asked the Gibeonites, “What 
shall I do for you?  How shall I make amends so that you will bless the LORD’s inheritance?” 
   4 The Gibeonites answered him, “We have no right to demand silver or gold from Saul or his 
family, nor do we have the right to put anyone in Israel to death.” 
   “What do you want me to do for you?” David asked. 
   5 They answered the king, “As for the man who destroyed us and plotted against us so that we 
have been decimated and have no place anywhere in Israel, 6 let seven of his male descendants 
be given to us to be killed and exposed before the LORD at Gibeah of Saul—the LORD’s chosen 
one.” 
   So the king said, “I will give them to you.” 
   7 The king spared Mephibosheth son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, because of the oath before 
the LORD between David and Jonathan son of Saul.  8 But the king took Armoni and 
Mephibosheth, the two sons of Aiah’s daughter Rizpah, whom she had borne to Saul, together 
with the five sons of Saul’s daughter Merab, whom she had borne to Adriel son of Barzillai the 
Meholathite.  9 He handed them over to the Gibeonites, who killed and exposed them on a hill 
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before the LORD.  All seven of them fell together; they were put to death during the first days of 
the harvest, just as the barley harvest was beginning. 
   10 Rizpah daughter of Aiah took sackcloth and spread it out for herself on a rock.  From the 
beginning of the harvest till the rain poured down from the heavens on the bodies, she did not let 
the birds of the air touch them by day or the wild animals by night.  11 When David was told that 
Aiah’s daughter Rizpah, Saul’s concubine, had done, 12 he went and took the bones of Saul and 
his son Jonathan from the citizens of Jabesh Gilead.  (They had taken them secretly from the 
public square at Beth Shan, where the Philistines had hung them after they struck Saul down on 
Gilboa.)  13 David brought the bones of Saul and his son Jonathan from there, and the bones of 
those who had been killed and exposed were gathered up. 
   14 They buried the bones of Saul and his son Jonathan in the tomb of Saul’s father Kish, at 
Zela in Benjamin, and did everything the king commanded.  After that, God answered prayer in 
behalf of the land.  (2 Samuel 21:1-14) 
 
  Women as loving: 
 
   The love of a mother for her child was recognized by Solomon: 
 
Then came there two women, that were harlots, unto the king, and stood before him.  17 And the 
one woman said, O my lord, I and this woman dwell in one house; and I was delivered of a child 
with her in the house.  18 And it came to pass the third day after that I was delivered, that this 
woman was delivered also:  and we were together; there was no stranger with us in the house, 
save we two in the house.  19 And this woman’s child died in the night; because she overlaid it.  
20 And she arose at midnight, and took my son from beside me, while thine handmaid slept, and 
laid it in her bosom, and laid her dead child in my bosom.  21 And when I rose in the morning to 
give my child suck, behold, it was dead: but when I had considered it in the morning, behold, it 
was not my son, which I did bear.  22 And the other woman said, Nay; but the living is my son, 
and the dead is thy son.  And this said, No; but the dead is thy son, and the living is my son.  
Thus they spake before the king.  23 Then said the king, The one saith, This is my son that liveth, 
and thy son is the dead:  and the other saith, Nay; but thy son is the dead, and my son is the 
living.  24 And the king said, Bring me a sword.  And they brought a sword before the king.  25 
And the king said, Divide the living child in two, and give half to the one, and half to the other.  
26 Then spake the woman whose the living child was unto the king, for her bowels yearned upon 
her son, and she said, O my lord, give her the living child, and in no wise slay it.  But the other 
said, Let it be neither mine nor thine, but divide it.  27 Then the king answered and said, give her 
the living child, and in no wise slay it:  she is the mother thereof.  28 And all Israel heard of the 
judgment which the king had judged; and they feared the king:  for they saw that the wisdom of 
God was in him, to do judgment.  (1 Kings 3:16-28 KJV) 
 
  Women as caring/compassionate: 
 
   A widow, Elijah, and two miracles: 
 
And the word of the LORD came unto him, saying, 9 Arise, get thee to Zarephath, which 
belongeth to Zidon, and dwell there:  behold, I have commanded a widow woman there to 
sustain thee.  10 So he arose and went to Zarephath.  And when he came to the gate of the city, 
behold, the widow woman was there gathering of sticks:  and he called to her, and said, Fetch 
me, I pray thee, a little water in a vessel, that I may drink.  11 And as she was going to fetch it, 
he called to her, and said, Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thine hand.  12 And she 



Women in the Bible   66

said, As the LORD thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but an handful of meal in a barrel, and a 
little oil in a cruse:  and, behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me 
and my son, that we may eat it, and die.  13 And Elijah said unto her, Fear not:  go and do as 
thou hast said:  but make me thereof a little cake first, and bring it unto me, and after make for 
thee and for thy son.  14 For thus saith the LORD God of Israel, The barrel of meal shall not 
waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day that the LORD sendeth rain upon the earth.  
15 And she went and did according to the saying of Elijah:  and she, and he, and her house, did 
eat many days.  16 And the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil fail, according 
to the word of the LORD, which he spake by Elijah. 
   17 And it came to pass after these things, that the son of the woman, the mistress of the house, 
fell sick; and his sickness was so sore, that there was no breath left in him.  18 And she said unto 
Elijah, What have I to do with thee, O thou man of God?  art thou come unto me to call my sin to 
remembrance, and to slay my son?  19 And he said unto her, Give me thy son.  And he took him 
out of her bosom, and carried him up into a loft, where he abode, and laid him upon his own bed.  
20 And he cried unto the LORD, and said, O LORD my God, hast thou also brought evil upon 
the widow with whom I sojourn, by slaying her son?  21 And he stretched himself upon the child 
three times, and cried unto the LORD, and said, O LORD my God, I pray thee, let this child’s 
soul come into him again.  22 And the LORD heard the voice of Elijah; and the soul of the child 
came into him again, and he revived.  23 And Elijah took the child, and brought him down out of 
the chamber into the house, and delivered him unto his mother:  and Elijah said, See, thy son 
liveth. 
   24 And the woman said to Elijah, Now by this I know that thou art a man of God, and that the 
word of the LORD in thy mouth is truth.  (1 Kings 17:8-24 KJV) 
 
A kindhearted woman gains respect, but ruthless men gain only wealth.  (Proverbs 11:16) 
 
  A woman’s concern can start great things: 
 
Now Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was a great man with his master, and 
honorable, because by him the LORD had given deliverance unto Syria:  he was also a mighty 
man in valour, but he was a leper.  2 And the Syrians had gone out by companies, and had 
brought away captive out of the land of Israel a little maid; and she waited on Naaman’s wife.  3 
And she said unto her mistress, Would God my lord were with the prophet that is in Samaria!  
for he would recover him of his leprosy.  4 And one went in, and told his lord, saying, Thus and 
thus said the maid that is of the land of Israel.  5 And the king of Syria said, Go to, go, and I will 
send a letter unto the king of Israel.  And he departed, and took with him ten talents of silver, and 
six thousand pieces of gold, and ten changes of raiment.  6 And he brought the letter to the king 
of Israel, saying, Now when this letter is come unto thee, behold, I have therewith sent Naaman 
my servant to thee, that thou mayest recover him of his leprosy.  7 And it came to pass, when the 
king of Israel had read the letter, that he rent his clothes, and said, Am I God, to kill and to make 
alive, that this man doth send unto me to recover a man of his leprosy?  wherefore consider, I 
pray you, and see how he seeketh a quarrel against me. 
   8 And it was so, when Elisha the man of God had heard that the king of Israel had rent his 
clothes, that he sent to the king, saying, Wherefore hast thou rent thy clothes?  let him come now 
to me, and he shall know that there is a prophet in Israel.  9 So Naaman came with his horses and 
with his chariot, and stood at the door of the house of Elisha.  10 And Elisha sent a messenger 
unto him, saying, Go and wash in Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and 
thou shalt be clean.  11 But Naaman was wroth, and went away, and said, Behold, I thought, He 
will surely come out to me, and stand, and call on the name of the LORD his God and strike his 
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hand over the place, and recover the leper.  12 Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, 
better than all the waters of Israel?  may I not wash in them, and be clean?  So he turned and 
went away in a rage.  13 And his servants came near, and spake unto him, and said, My father, if 
the prophet had bid thee do some great thing, wouldest thou not have done it?  how much rather 
then, when he saith to thee, Wash, and be clean?  14 Then went he down, and dipped himself 
seven times in Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God:  and his flesh came again like 
unto the flesh of a little child, and he was clean. 
   15 And he returned to the man of God, he and all his company, and came, and stood before 
him:  and he said, Behold, now I know that there is no God in all the earth, but in Israel:  now 
therefore, I pray thee, take a blessing of thy servant.  16 But he said, As the LORD liveth, before 
whom I stand, I will receive none.  And he urged him to take it; but he refused.  17 And Naaman 
said, shall there not then, I pray thee, be given to thy servant two mules’ burden of earth?  for thy 
servant will henceforth offer neither burnt offering nor sacrifice unto other gods, but unto the 
LORD.  18 In this thing the LORD pardon thy servant, that when my master goeth into the house 
of Rimmon to worship there, and he leaneth on my hand, and I bow myself in the house of 
Rimmon:  when I bow down myself in the house of Rimmon, the LORD pardon thy servant in 
this thing.  19 And he said unto him, Go in peace.  So he departed from him a little way.  (2 
Kings 19:1-19 KJV) 
 
A kindhearted woman gains respect, but ruthless men gain only wealth.  (Proverbs 11:18) 
 
  God’s compassion for his people compared to a woman’s compassion for her 
child: 
 
Sing, O heavens; and be joyful, O earth; and break forth into singing, O mountains:  for the 
LORD hath comforted his people, and will have mercy upon his afflicted.  14 But Zion said, The 
LORD hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me.  15 Can a woman forget her sucking 
child, that she should not have compassion on the son of her womb?  yea, they may forget, yet 
will I not forget thee.  (Isaiah 49:13-15 KJV) 
 
  Mothers comfort their children: 
 
As one whom his mother comforteth, so will I comfort you; and ye shall be comforted in 
Jerusalem.  (Isaiah 66:13 KJV) 
 
  Mothers care enough to listen when their children are distressed: 
 
Woe is me, my mother, that thou hast borne me a man of strife and a man of contention to the 
whole earth!  I have neither lent on usury, nor men have lent to me on usury; yet every one of 
them doth curse me.  (Jeremiah 15:10 KJV) 
 

Women provide care: 
 

In which time Moses was born, and was exceeding fair, and nourished up in his father’s house 
three months:  21 And when he was cast out, Pharaoh’s daughter took him up, and nourished him 
for her own son.  (Acts 7:20-21 KJV) 
 
One of those listening was a woman named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth from the city of 
Thyatira, who was a worshiper of God.  The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul’s message.  
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15 When she and the members of her household were baptized, she invited us to her home.  “If 
you consider me a believer in the Lord,” she said, “come and stay at my house.”  And she 
persuaded us.  (Acts 16:14-15) 
 
  Believers met at women’s houses: 
 
And when Peter was come to himself, he said, Now I know of a surety, that the Lord hath sent 
his angel, and hath delivered me out of the hand of Herod, and from all the expectation of the 
people of the Jews.  12 And when he had considered the thing, he came to the house of Mary the 
mother of John, whose surname was Mark:  where many were gathered together praying.  13 
And as Peter knocked at the door of the gate, a damsel came to hearken, named Rhoda.  14 And 
when she knew Peter’s voice, she opened not the gate for gladness, but ran in, and told how Peter 
stood before the gate.  15 And they said unto her, Thou art mad.  But she constantly affirmed that 
it was even so.  Then said they, It is his angel.  16 But Peter continued knocking:  and when they 
had opened the door, and saw him, they were astonished.  17 But he, beckoning unto them with 
the hand to hold their peace, declared unto them how the Lord had brought him out of the prison.  
(Acts 12:11-17 KJV)  [See Acts 12:1-19] 
 
 Faith, acts of faith, and outcomes of acts of faith: 
  

A woman asks for Elisha’s help: 
 
Now there cried a certain woman of the wives of the sons of the prophets unto Elisha, saying, 
Thy servant my husband is dead; and thou knowest that thy servant did fear the LORD:  and the 
creditor is come to take unto him my two sons to be bondmen.  2 And Elisha said unto her, What 
shall I do for thee?  tell me, what hast thou in the house?  And she said, Thine handmaid hath not 
any thing in the house, save a pot of oil.  3 Then he said, Go, borrow thee vessels abroad of all 
thy neighbors, even empty vessels; borrow not a few.  4 And when thou art come in, thou shalt 
shut the door upon thee and upon thy sons, and shalt pour out into all those vessels, and thou 
shalt set aside that which is full.  5 So she went from him, and shut the door upon her and upon 
her sons, who brought the vessels to her; and she poured out.  6 And it came to pass, when the 
vessels were full, that she said unto her son, Bring me yet a vessel.  And he said unto her, There 
is not a vessel more.  And the oil stayed.  7 Then she came and told the man of God.  And he 
said, Go, sell the oil, and pay the debt, and live thou and thy children of the rest.  (2 Kings 4:1-7 
KJV) 
 
  Elisha and the Shunammite woman: 
 
And it fell on a day, that Elisha passed to Shunem, where was a great woman; and she 
constrained him to eat bread.  And so it was, that as oft as he passed by, he turned in thither to 
eat bread.  9 And she said unto her husband, Behold now, I perceive that this is an holy man of 
God, which passeth by us continually.  10 Let us make a little chamber, I pray thee, on the wall; 
and let us set for him there a bed, and a table, and a stool, and a candlestick:  and it shall be, 
when he cometh to us, that he shall turn in thither.  11 And it fell on a day, that he came thither, 
and he turned into the chamber, and lay there.  12 And he said to Gehazi his servant, Call this 
Shunammite.  And when he had called her, she stood before him.  13 And he said unto him, Say 
now unto her, Behold, thou hast been careful for us with all this care; what is to be done for thee?  
wouldest thou be spoken for to the king, or to the captain of the host?  And she answered, I dwell 
among mine own people.  14 And he said, What then is to be done for her?  And Gehazi 
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answered, Verily she hath no child, and her husband is old.  15 And he said, Call her.  And when 
he had called her, she stood in the door.  16 And he said, About this season, according to the time 
of life, thou shalt embrace a son.  And she said, Nay, my lord, thou man of God, do not lie unto 
thine handmaid.  17 And the woman conceived, and bare a son at that season that Elisha had said 
unto her, according to the time of life. 
    18 And when the child was grown, it fell on a day, that he went out to his father to the reapers.  
19 And he said unto his father, My head, my head.  And he said to a lad, Carry him to his 
mother.  20 And when he had taken him, and brought him to his mother, he sat on her knees till 
noon, and then died.  21 And she went up, and laid him on the bed of the man of God, and shut 
the door upon him, and went out.  22 And she called unto her husband, and said, Send me, I pray 
thee, one of the young men, and one of the asses, that I may run to the man of God, and come 
again.  23 And he said, Wherefore wilt thou go to him today?  it is neither new moon, nor 
Sabbath.  And she said, It shall be well.  24 Then she saddled an ass, and said to her servant, 
Drive, and go forward; slack not thy riding for me, except I bid thee.  25 So she went and came 
unto the man of God to mount Carmel.  And it came to pass, when the man of God saw her afar 
off, that he said to Gehazi his servant, Behold, yonder is that Shunammite:  26 Run now, I pray 
thee, to meet her, and say unto her, Is it well with thee?  is it well with thy husband?  is it well 
with the child?  And she answered, It is well.  27 And when she came to the man of God to the 
hill, she caught him by the feet:  but Gehazi came near to thrust her away.  And the man of God 
said, Let her alone; for her soul is vexed within her:  and the LORD hath hid it from me, and hath 
not told me.  28 Then she said, Did I desire a son of my lord?  did I not say, Do not deceive me?  
29 Then he said to Gehazi, Gird up thy loins, and take my staff in thine hand, and go thy way:  if 
thou meet any man, salute him not; and if any salute thee, answer him not again:  and lay my 
staff upon the face of the child.  30 And the mother of the child said, As the LORD liveth, and as 
thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee.  And he arose, and followed her.  31 And Gehazi passed on 
before them, and laid the staff upon the face of the child; but there was neither voice, nor 
hearing.  Wherefore he went up again to meet him, and told him, saying, The child is not 
awaked.  32 And when Elisha was come into the house, behold, the child was dead, and laid 
upon his bed.  33 He went up therefore, and shut the door upon them twain, and prayed unto the 
LORD.  34 And he went up, and lay upon the child, and put his mouth upon his mouth, and his 
eyes upon his eyes, and his hands upon his hands:  and he stretched himself upon the child; and 
the flesh of the child waxed warm.  35 Then he returned, and walked in the house to and fro; and 
went up, and stretched himself upon him:  and the child sneezed seven times, and the child 
opened his eyes.  36 And he called Gehazi, and said, Call this Shunammite.  So he called her.  
And when she was come in unto him, he said, Take up thy son.  37 Then she went in, and fell at 
his feet, and bowed herself to the ground, and took up her son, and went out.  (2 kings 4:8-37 
KJV) 
 
  The Shunammite woman again receives help: 
 
Then spake Elisha unto the woman, whose son he had restored to life, saying, Arise, and go thou 
and thine household, and sojourn wheresoever thou canst sojourn:  for the LORD hath called for 
a famine; and it shall also come upon the land seven years.  2 And the woman arose, and did 
after the saying of the man of God:  and she went with her household, and sojourned in the land 
of the Philistines seven years.  3 And it came to pass at the seven years’ end, that the woman 
returned out of the land of the Philistines:  and she went forth to cry unto the king for her house 
and for her land.  4 And the king talked with Gehazi the servant of the man of God, saying, Tell 
me, I pray thee, all the great things that Elisha hath done.  5 And it came to pass, as he was 
telling the king how he had restored a dead body to life, that, behold, the woman, whose son he 
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had restored to life, cried to the king for her house and for her land.  And Gehazi said, My lord, 
O king, this is the woman, and this is her son, whom Elisha restored to life.  6 And when the king 
asked the woman, she told him.  So the king appointed unto her a certain officer, saying, Restore 
all that was hers, and all the fruits of the field since the day that she left the land, even until now.  
(2 Kings 8:1-6 KJV) 
 
  Victory can come when all stand together in faith: 
 
It came to pass after this also, that the children of Moab, the children of Ammon, and with them 
other beside the Ammonites, came against Jehoshaphat to battle…12 [Jehoshaphat said] O our 
God, wilt thou not judge them:  for we have no might against this great company that cometh 
against us; neither know we what to do:  but our eyes are upon thee.  13 And all Judah stood 
before the LORD, with their little ones, their wives, and their children. 
   14 Then upon Jahaziel the son of Zechariah….came the spirit of the LORD in the midst of the 
congregation; 15 And he said, Hearken ye, all Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem, and thou 
king Jehoshaphat, Thus saith the LORD unto you, Be not afraid nor dismayed by reason of this 
great multitude; for the battle is not yours, but God’s. 16 Tomorrow go ye down against them:  
behold, they come up by the cliff of Ziz; and ye shall find them at the end of the brook, before 
the wilderness of Jeruel.  17 Ye shall not need to fight in this battle:  set yourselves, stand ye still, 
and see the salvation of the LORD with you, O Judah and Jerusalem:  fear not, nor be dismayed; 
tomorrow go out against them:  for the LORD will be with you.  18 And Jehoshaphat bowed his 
head with his face to the ground:  and all Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem fell before the 
LORD, worshipping the LORD.  19 And the Levites, the children of the Kohathites, and of the 
children of the Korhites, stood up to praise the LORD God of Israel with a loud voice on high.  
(2 Chronicles 20:1,12-19 KJV)  [See 2 Chronicles 20:1-30] 
 
  A good work: 
 
Now when Jesus was in Bethany, in the house of Simon the leper, 7 There came unto him a 
woman having an alabaster box of very precious ointment, and poured it on his head, as he sat at 
meat.  8 But when his disciples saw it, they had indignation, saying, To what purpose is this 
waste?  9 For this ointment might have been sold for much, and given to the poor.  10 When 
Jesus understood it, he said unto them, Why trouble ye the woman?  for she hath wrought a good 
work upon me.  11 For ye have the poor always with you; but me ye have not always.  12 For in 
that she hath poured this ointment on my body, she did it for my burial.  13 Verily I say unto 
you, Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached in the whole world, there shall also this, that this 
woman hath done, be told for a memorial of her.  (Matthew 26:6-13 KJV)  [See also Mark 14:3-
9] 
 
  A woman’s faith in Jesus lead him to cast a devil out of her daughter: 
 
 For a certain woman, whose young daughter had an unclean spirit, heard of him, and came and 
fell at his feet:  26 The woman was a Greek, a Syrophenician by nation; and she besought him 
that he would cast forth the devil out of her daughter, 27 But Jesus said unto her, Let the children 
first be filled:  for it is not meet to take the children’s bread, and to cast it unto the dogs.   28 And 
she answered and said unto him, Yes, Lord: yet the dogs under the table eat of the children’s 
crumbs.  29 And he said unto her, For this saying go thy way; the devil is gone out of they 
daughter.  30 And when she was come to her house, she found the devil gone out, and her 
daughter laid upon the bed.  (Mark 7:25-30 KJV) 
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  The widow’s mite: 
 
And Jesus sat over against the treasury, and beheld how the people cast money into the treasury:  
and many that were rich cast in much.  42 And there came a certain poor widow, and she threw 
in two mites, which make a farthing.  43 And he called unto him his disciples, and saith unto 
them, Verily I say unto you, That this poor widow hath cast more in, than all they which have 
cast into the treasury:  44 For all they did cast in of their abundance; but she of her want did cast 
in all that she had, even all her living.  (Mark 12 41-44 KJV)  [See also Luke 23:1-4] 
 
  Women followed Jesus: 
 
And it came to pass afterward, that he went throughout every city and village, preaching and 
shewing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God:  and the twelve were with him, 2 And certain 
women, which had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities, Mary called Magdalene, out of 
whom went seven devils, 3 And Joanna the wife of Chuza Herod’s steward, and Susanna, and 
many others, which ministered unto him of their substance.  (Luke 8:1-3 KJV) 
 
And there followed him a great company of people, and of women, which also bewailed and 
lamented him.  28 But Jesus turning unto them said, Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for me, 
but weep for yourselves, and for your children.  29 For, behold, the days are coming, in which 
they shall say, Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that never bare, and the paps which never 
gave suck.  30 Then shall they begin to say to the mountains, Fall on us; and to the hills, Cover 
us.  31 For if they do these things in a green tree, what shall be done in the dry?  (Luke 23:27-31 
KJV) 
 
And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, he said, Father, into thy hands I commend my 
spirit:  and having said thus, he gave up the ghost.  47 Now when the centurion saw what was 
done, he glorified God, saying, Certainly this was a righteous man.  48 And all the people that 
came together to that sight, beholding the things which were done, smote their breasts, and 
returned.  49 And all his acquaintance, and the women that followed him from Galilee, stood afar 
off, beholding these things….  55 And the women also, which came with him from Galilee, 
followed after, and beheld the sepulcher, and how his body was laid.  56 And they returned, and 
prepared spices and ointments; and rested the Sabbath day according to the commandment. 
(Luke 23:46-49,55-56 KJV) 
 

Women were the first to learn that Christ had risen: 
 
And, behold, two of them went the same day to a village called Emmaus, which was from 
Jerusalem about three score furlongs.  14 And they talked together of all these things which had 
happened.  15 And it came to pass, that, while they communed together and reasoned, Jesus 
himself drew near, and went with them.  16 But their eyes were holden that they should not know 
him.  17 And he said unto them, What manner of communications are these that ye have one to 
another, as ye walk, and are sad?  18 And the one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answering 
said unto him, Art thou only a stranger in Jerusalem, and hast not known the things which are 
come to pass there in these days?  19 And he said unto them, What things?  And they said unto 
him, Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, which was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God 
and all the people:  20 And how the chief priests and our rulers delivered him to be condemned 
to death, and have crucified him.  21 But we trusted that it had been he which should have 
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redeemed Israel:  and beside all this, today is the third day since these things were done.  22 Yea, 
and certain women also of our company made us astonished, which were early at the sepulcher; 
23 And when they found not his body, they came, saying that they had also seen a vision of 
angels, which said that he was alive.  24 And certain of them which were with us went to the 
sepulcher, and found it even so as the women had said:  but him they saw not.  25 Then he said 
unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken:  26 Ought not 
Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his glory?  (Luke 24:13-26 KJV) 
 
While he spake these things unto them, behold, there came a certain ruler, and worshipped him, saying, 
My daughter is even now dead:  but come and lay thy hand upon her, and she shall live.  19 And Jesus 
arose, and followed him, and so did his disciples. 
   20 And, behold, a woman, which was diseased with an issue of blood twelve years, came 
behind him, and touched the hem of his garment:  21 For she said within herself, If I may but 
touch his garment, I shall be whole.  22 But Jesus turned him about, and when he saw her, he 
said, Daughter be of good comfort; thy faith hath made thee whole.  And the woman was made 
whole from that hour.  23 And when Jesus came into the ruler’s house, and saw the minstrels and 
the people making a noise, 24 He said unto them, Give place:  for the maid is not dead, but 
sleepeth.  And they laughed him to scorn.  25 But when the people were put forth, he went in, 
and took her by the hand, and the maid arose.  (Matthew 9:18-25 KJV)  [See also Mark 5:25-42 
and Luke 8:43-56] 
 
And, behold, a woman of Canaan came out of the same coasts, and cried unto him, saying, Have 
mercy on me, O Lord, thou son of David; my daughter is grievously vexed with a devil.  23 But 
he answered her not a word.  And his disciples came and besought him, saying, Send her away; 
for she crieth after us.  24 But he answered and said, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel.  25 Then came she and worshipped him, saying, Lord, help me.  26 But he 
answered and said, It is not meet to take the children’s bread, and cast it to dogs.  27 And she 
said, Truth, Lord:  yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their masters’ table.  28 Then 
Jesus answered and said unto her, O woman, great is thy faith:  be it unto thee even as thou wilt. 
And her daughter was made whole from that very hour.  (Matthew 15:22-28 KJV)  [See also 
Mark 7:25-30] 
 
Now Jacob’s well was there, Jesus therefore, being wearied with his journey, sat thus on the 
well:  and it was about the sixth hour.  7 There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw water:  Jesus 
saith unto her, Give me to drink.  8 (For his disciples were gone away unto the city to buy meat.)  
9 Then saith the woman of Samaria unto him, How is it that thou, being a Jew, askest drink of 
me, which am of woman of Samaria?  for the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans.  10 
Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee, 
Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water.  
11 The woman saith unto him, Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well is deep:  from 
whence then hast thou that living water?  12 Art thou greater than our father Jacob, which gave 
us the well, and drank thereof himself, and his children, and his cattle?  13 Jesus answered and 
said unto her, Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again:  14 But whosoever drinketh of 
the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in 
him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.  15 The woman saith unto him, Sir, give 
me this water, that I thirst not, neither come hither to draw.  16 Jesus saith unto her, Go, call thy 
husband, and come hither.  17 The woman answered and said, I have no husband.  Jesus said 
unto her, Thou hast well said, I have no husband:  18 For thou hast had five husbands; and he 
whom thou now hast is not thy husband:  in that saidst thou truly.  19 The woman saith unto him, 
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sir, I perceive that thou art a prophet.  20 Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and ye say, 
that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship.  21 Jesus saith unto her, Woman, 
believe me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, 
worship the Father.  22 Ye worship ye know not what:  we know what we worship:  for salvation 
is of the Jews.  23 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the 
Father in spirit and in truth:  for the Father seeketh such to worship him.  24 God is a Spirit:  and 
they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.  25 The woman saith unto him, I 
know that Messiah cometh, which is called Christ:  when he is come, he will tell us all things.  
26 Jesus saith unto her, I that speak unto thee am he. 
   27 And upon this came his disciples, and marvelled that he talked with the woman:  yet no man 
said, What seekest thou?  or, Why talkest thou with her?  28 The woman then left her waterpot 
and went her way into the city, and saith to the men, 29 Come, see a man, which told me all 
things that ever I did:  is not this the Christ?  30 Then they went out of the city, and came unto 
him…. 
   39 And many of the Samaritans of that city believed on him for the saying of the woman, 
which testified, He told me all that ever I did.  40 So when the Samaritans were come unto him, 
they besought him that he would tarry with them:  and he abode there two days.  41 And many 
more believed because of his own word; 42 And said unto the woman, Now we believe, not 
because of thy saying:  for we have heard him ourselves, and know that this is indeed the Christ, 
the Savior of the world.   (John 4:6-30,39-42 KJV) 
 
  Faith of Timothy’s mother and grandmother: 
 
When I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy grand- 
mother Lois, and thy mother Eunice; and I am persuaded that in thee also.  (Timothy 1:5 KJV) 
 
  Women who “messed with Mr. In-between:” 
 
 The half-hearted belief of Lot’s wife became apparent when she disobeyed God: 
 
And when the morning arose, then the angels hastened Lot, saying, Arise, take thy wife, and thy 
two daughters, which are here; lest thou be consumed in the iniquity of the city.  16 And while 
he lingered, the men laid hold upon his hand, and upon the hand of his wife, and upon the hand 
of his two daughters; the LORD being merciful unto him:  and they brought him forth, and set 
him without the city.  17 And it came to pass, when they had brought them forth abroad, that he 
said, Escape for thy life; look not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the plain; escape to the 
mountain, lest thou be consumed…23 The sun was risen upon the earth when Lot entered into 
Zoar.  24 Then the LORD rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the 
LORD out of heaven; 25 And he overthrew those cities, and all the plain, and all the inhabitants 
of the cities, and that which grew upon the ground.  26 But his wife looked back from behind 
him, and she became a pillar of salt.   (Genesis 19:15-17,23-29)  [See also Luke 17:20-37] 
 
 The results of failure to retain knowledge of God: 
 
For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their 
thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened.  22 Although they claimed to be 
wise, they became fools 23 and exchanged the glory of the Immortal God for images made to 
look like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles. 



Women in the Bible   74

   24 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the 
degrading of their bodies with one another.  25 They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and 
worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised.  Amen. 
   26 Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts.  Even their women exchanged 
natural relations for unnatural ones.  27 In the same way the men also abandoned natural 
relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another.  Men committed indecent acts 
with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their perversion. 
   28 Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, he gave 
them over to a depraved mind, to do what ought not to be done.  29 They have become filled 
with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity.  They are full of envy, murder, strife, 
deceit and malice.  They are gossips, 30 slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; 
they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; 31 they are senseless, faithless, 
heartless, ruthless.  32 Although they know God’s righteous decree that those who do such things 
deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things but also approve of those who 
practice them.  (Romans 1:1-32) 
 

Women who do wrong “fail to eliminate the negative:” 
 

 A woman tempted Joseph; and when he would not sin, she lied and caused him to be 
imprisoned: 
 
And it came to pass after these things, that his master’s wife cast her eyes upon Joseph; and she 
said, Lie with me.  8 But he refused, and said unto his master’s wife, Behold, my master wotteth 
not what is with me in the house, and he hath committed all that he hath to my hand; 9 There is 
none greater in this house than I; neither hath he kept back any thing from me but thee, because 
thou art his wife; how then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?  10 And it came 
to pass, as she spake to Joseph day by day, that he hearkened not unto her, to lie by her, or to be 
with her.  11 And it came to pass about this time, that Joseph went into the house to do his 
business; and there was none of the men of the house there within.  12 And she caught him by 
his garment, saying, Lie with me:  and he left his garment in her hand, and fled, and got him out.  
13 And it came to pass, when she saw that he had left his garment in her hand, and was fled 
forth, 14 That she called unto the men of her house, and spake unto them, saying, See, he hath 
brought in an Hebrew unto us to mock us; he came in unto me to lie with me, and I cried with a 
loud voice:  15 And it came to pass, when he heard that I lifted up my voice and cried, that he 
left his garment with me, and fled, and got him out.  16 And she laid up his garment by her, until 
his lord came home.  17 And she spake unto him according to these words, saying, The Hebrew 
servant, which thou hast brought unto us, came in unto me to mock me:  18 And it came to pass, 
as I lifted up my voice and cried, that he left his garment with me, and fled out.  19 And it came 
to pass, when his master heard the words of his wife, which she spake unto him, saying, After 
this manner did thy servant to me; that his wrath was kindled.  20 And Joseph’s master took him, 
and put him into the prison, a place where the king’s prisoners were bound:  and he was there in 
the prison.  (Genesis 39:7-29) 
 
 Asa and his mother: 
 
And in the twentieth year of Jeroboam king of Israel reigned Asa over Judah.  10 And forty and 
one years reigned he in Jerusalem.  And his mother’s name was Maachah, the daughter of 
Abishalom.  11 And Asa did that which was right in the eyes of the LORD, as did David his 
father.  12 And he took away the sodomites out of the land, and removed all the idols that his 
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fathers had made.  13 And also Maachah his mother, even her he removed from being queen, 
because she had made an idol in a grove; and Asa destroyed her idol, and burnt it by the brook 
Kedron.  (1 Kings 15:9-13 KJV) 
 
 A foolish woman: 
 
A foolish woman is clamorous; she is simple, and knoweth nothing.  14 For she sitteth at the 
door of her house, on a seat in the high places of the city, 15 To call passengers who go right on 
their ways:  16 Whoso is simple, let him turn in hither:  and as for him that wanteth 
understanding, she saith to him, 17 Stolen waters are sweet, and bread eaten in secret is pleasant.  
18 But he knoweth not that the dead are there; and that her guests are in the depths of hell.  
(Proverbs 9:13-18 KJV) 
 
 A woman who shows no discretion: 
 
Like a gold ring in a pig’s snout is a beautiful woman who shows no discretion.  (Proverbs 
11:22) 
 
 A quarrelsome woman can make life miserable: 
 
 Better to live on a corner of the roof than share a house with a quarrelsome wife…19 Better to 
live in a desert than with a quarrelsome and ill-tempered wife.  (Proverbs 21:9,19) 
 
A quarrelsome wife is like a constant dripping on a rainy day; 16 restraining her is like 
restraining the wind or grasping oil with the hand.  (Proverbs 27:15-16) 
 
 A woman can fail to take responsibility for her actions: 
 
Such is the way of an adulterous woman; she eateth, and wipeth her mouth, and saith I have done 
no wickedness.  (Proverbs 30:20) 
 
 Women as fearful: 
 
In that day shall Egypt be like unto women:  and it shall be afraid and fear because of the shaking 
of the hand of the LORD of hosts, which he shaketh over it.  (Isaiah 19:16 KJV) 
 
 Carelessness and being at ease as opposite to judgment and righteousness: 
 
Rise up, ye women that are at ease; hear my voice, ye careless daughters; give ear unto my 
speech.  10 Many days and years shall ye be troubled, ye careless women:  for the vintage shall 
fail, the gathering shall not come.  11 Tremble, ye women that are at ease; be troubled, ye 
careless ones:  strip you, and make you bare, and gird sackcloth upon your loins.  12 They shall 
lament for the teats, for the pleasant fields, for the fruitful vine.  13 Upon the land of my people 
shall come up thorns and briers; yea, upon all the houses of joy in the joyous city:  14 Because 
the palaces shall be forsaken; the multitude of the city shall be left; the forts and towers shall be 
for dens for ever, a joy of wild asses, a pasture of flocks; 15 Until the spirit be poured upon us 
from on high, and wilderness be a fruitful field, and the fruitful field be counted for a forest.  16 
Then judgment shall dwell in the wilderness, and righteousness remain in the fruitful field.  17 
And the work of righteousness shall be peace; and the effect of righteousness quietness and 
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assurance for ever.  18 And my people shall dwell in a peaceable habitation, and in sure 
dwellings, and in quiet resting places; 19 When it shall hail, coming down on the forest; and the 
city shall be low in a low place.  20 Blessed are ye that sow beside all waters, that send forth 
thither the feet of the ox and the ass.  (Isaiah 32:9-20 KJV) 
 
 Idol worship: 
 
He said also unto me, Turn thee yet again, and thou shalt see greater abominations that they do.  
14 Then he brought me to the door of the gate of the LORD’s house which was toward the north; 
and, behold, there sat women weeping for Tammuz.  (Ezekiel 8:13-14 KJV)  [See footnotes in 
KJV and NIV Study Bibles] 
 
 Wives can have a bad influence: 
 
And the children of Israel dwelt among the Canaanites, Hittites, and Amorites, and Perizzites, 
and Hivites, and Jebusites:  6 And they took their daughters to be their wives, and gave their 
daughters to their sons, and served their gods.  7 And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of 
the Lord, and forgat the Lord their God, and served Baalim and the groves.  (Judges 3:5-7) 
 
Then all the men of Judah and Benjamin gathered themselves together unto Jerusalem within 
three days.  It was the ninth month, on the twentieth day of the month; and all the people sat in 
the street of the house of God, trembling because of this matter, and for the great rain.  10 And 
Ezra the priest stood up, and said unto them, Ye have transgressed, and have taken strange wives, 
to increase the trespass of Israel.  11 Now therefore make confession unto the LORD God of 
your fathers, and do his pleasure:  and separate yourselves from the people of the land, and from 
the strange wives.  12 Then all the congregation answered and said with a loud vice, As thou hast 
said, so must we do.  (Ezra 10:9-12)  [See Ezra 10:1-19] 
 
 Sinful men can “…lead captive silly women laden with sins…” 
 
This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.  2 For men shall be lovers of their 
own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3 
Without natural affection, truce-breakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those 
that are good, 4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; 5 
Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.  6 For this sort 
are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women laden with sins, led away with 
divers lusts, 7 Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.  8 Now as 
Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth:  men of corrupt minds, 
reprobate concerning the faith.  9 But they shall proceed no further:  for their folly shall be 
manifest unto all men, as theirs also was.  (2 Timothy 3:1-9 KJV) 
 
 Old wives tales: 
 
But refuse profane and old wives’ fables, and exercise thyself rather unto godliness.  8 For bodily 
exercise profiteth little:  but godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise of the life that 
now is, and of that which is to come.  (1 Timothy 4:7-8 KJV)  [See 1 Timothy 4:1-6] 
These verses from NIV:  Have nothing to do with godless myths and old wives’ tales; rather, 
train yourself to be godly.  8 for physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for all 
things, holding promise for both the present life and the life to come.  (1 Timothy 4:7-8) 
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Roles women play in the Bible: 

 
 Women as mothers: 
 
  Abi, a woman whose son did right in the eyes of the LORD: 
 
Now it came to pass in the third year of Hoshea son of Elah king of Israel, that Hezekiah the son 
of Ahaz king of Judah began to reign.  2 Twenty and five years old was he when he began to 
reign; and he reigned twenty and nine years in Jerusalem.  His mother’s name also was Abi, the 
daughter of Zachariah, 3 And he did that which was right in the sight of the Lord, according to 
all that David his father did.  (2 Kings 18:1-3 KJV) 
 
  The mother of Jabez: 
 
And Jabez was more honorable than his brethren:  and his mother called his name Jabez, saying, 
Because I bare him with sorrow.  10 And Jabez called on the God of Israel, saying, Oh that thou 
wouldest bless me indeed, and enlarge my coast, and that thine hand might be with me, and that 
thou wouldest keep me from evil, that it may not grieve me!  And God granted him that which he 
requested.  (1 Chronicles 4:9-10 KJV) 
 
 Motherhood brings women joy: 
 
Praise ye the LORD.  Praise, O ye servants of the LORD, praise the name of the LORD.  2 
Blessed be the name of the LORD from this time forth and for evermore.  3 From the rising of 
the sun unto the going down of the same the LORD’s name is to be praised.  4 The LORD is 
high above all nations, and his glory above the heavens.  5 Who is like unto the LORD our God, 
who dwelleth on high.  6 Who humbleth himself to behold the things that are in heaven, and in 
the earth!  7 He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth the needy out of the dunghill; 8 
That he may set him with princes, even with the princes of his people.  9 He maketh the barren 
woman to keep house, and to be a joyful mother of children.  Praise ye the LORD.  (Psalm 
113:1-9 KJV) 
  
 Mothers are role-models for their children: 
 
  A plea for mercy from the son of a handmaid of God: 
 
Bow down thine ear, O LORD, hear me:  for I am poor and needy.  2 Preserve my soul:  for I am 
holy:  O thou my God, save thy servant that trusteth in thee.  3 Be merciful unto me, O Lord:  for 
I cry unto thee daily.  4 Rejoice the soul of thy servant:  for unto thee, O Lord, do I lift up my 
soul.  5 For thou, Lord, art good, and ready to forgive; and plenteous in mercy unto all them that 
call upon thee.  6 Give ear, O LORD, unto my prayer; and attend to the voice of my 
supplications.  7 In the day of my trouble I will call upon thee:  for thou wilt answer me.  8 
Among the gods, there is none like unto thee, O LORD; neither are there any works like unto thy 
works.  9 All nations whom thou hast made shall come and worship before thee, O Lord; and 
shall glorify thy name.  10 For thou art great, and doest wondrous things:  thou art God alone.  
11 Teach me thy way, O LORD; I will walk in thy truth:  unite my heart to fear thy name.  12 I 
will praise thee, O Lord my God, with all my heart:  an I will glorify thy name for evermore.  13 
For great is thy mercy toward me:  and thou hast delivered my soul from the lowest hell.  14 O 
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God, the proud are risen against me, and the assemblies of violent men have sought after my 
soul; and have not set thee before them.  15 But thou, O Lord, art a God full of compassion, and 
gracious, longsuffering, and plenteous in mercy and truth.  16 O turn unto me, and have mercy 
upon me; give thy strength unto thy servant, and save the son of thine handmaid.  17 Show me a 
token for good; that they which hate me may see it, and be ashamed:  because thou, LORD, hast 
helped me, and comforted me.  (Psalm 86:1-17 KJV) 
 
  The son of a handmaid of God praises God for blessings: 
 
I love the LORD, because he hath heard my voice and my supplications.  2 Because he hath 
inclined his hear unto me, therefore will I call upon him as long as I live.  3 The sorrows of death 
compassed me, and the pains of hell gat hold upon me:  I found trouble and sorrow.  4 Then I 
called upon the name of the LORD; O LORD, I beseech thee, deliver my soul.  5 Gracious is the 
LORD, and righteous; yea, our God is merciful.  6 The LORD preserveth the simple:  I was 
brought low, and he helped me.  7 Return unto thy rest, O my soul; for the LORD hath dealt 
bountifully with thee.  8 For thou hast delivered my soul from death, mine eyes from tears, and 
my feet from falling.  9 I will walk before the LORD in the land of the living.  10 I believed, 
therefore have I spoken: I was greatly afflicted:  11 I said in my haste, All men are liars.  12 
What shall I render unto the LORD for all his benefits toward me?  13 I will take the cup of 
salvation, and call upon the name of the LORD.  14 I will pay my vows unto the LORD now in 
the presence of all his people.  15 Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints.  16 
O LORD, truly I am thy servant; I am thy servant, and the son of thine handmaid:  thou hast 
loosed my bonds.  17 I will offer to thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving, and will call upon the 
name of the LORD.  18 I will pay my vows unto the LORD now in the presence of all his 
people, 19 In the courts of the LORD’s house, in the midst of thee, O Jerusalem.  Praise ye the 
LORD.  (Psalm 116 1-19 KJV) 
 
 Proverbs of Solomon: 
 
A wise son brings joy to his father, but a foolish son grief to his mother.  (Proverbs 10:1) 
 
A wise son maketh a glad father; but a foolish man despiseth his mother.  (Proverbs 15:20 KJV) 
 
He who robs his father and drives out his mother is a son who brings shame and disgrace.  
(Proverbs 19:26) 
 
The rod and reproof give wisdom:  but a child left to himself bringeth his mother to shame.  
(Proverbs 29:15 KJV) 
 

Mothers seek what they think is best for their children, sometimes mistakenly: 
 
Then came to him the mother of Zebedee’s children with her sons, worshipping him, and 
desiring a certain thing of him.  21 And he said unto her, What wilt thou?  She saith unto him, 
Grant that these my two sons may sit, the one on thy right hand, and the other on the left, in thy 
kingdom.  (Matthew 20:20-21 KJV)  [See Matthew 20:22-28] 
 
 Jesus expressed concern for his mother at the cross: 
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Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of 
Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene.  26 When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the disciple 
standing by, whom he loved, he saith unto his mother, Woman, behold thy son!  27 Then saith he 
to the disciple, Behold thy mother!  and from that hour that disciple took her unto his own home.  
(John 19:25-27 KJV) 
 
 Women provide information concerning community activities: 
 
And as they went up the hill to the city, they found young maidens going out to draw water, and 
said unto them, Is the seer here?  12 And they answered them, and said, He is; behold, he is 
before you:  make haste now, for he came today to the city; for there is a sacrifice of the people 
today in the high place:  13 As soon as ye be come into the city, ye shall straightway find him, 
before he go up to the high place to eat: for the people will not eat until he come, because he doth 
bless the sacrifice; and afterwards they eat that be bidden.  Now therefore get you up; for about 
this time ye shall find him.  (1 Samuel 9:11-13 KJV) 
 
 Sherah was a builder of cities: 
 
(And his daughter was Sherah, who built Bethhoron the nether, and the upper, and 
Uzzensherah.)…  (1 Chronicles 8:24 KJV) 
 
 Women played a role in Old Testament “politics.”  To take the king’s concubine was to 
make a claim on the throne itself (See footnote in KJV Study Bible): 
 
During the war between the house of Saul and the house of David, Abner had been strengthening 
his own position in the house of Saul.  7 Now Saul had a concubine named Rizpah daughter of 
Aiah.  And Ish-Boseth said to Abner, “Why did you sleep with my father’s concubine?”  8 Abner 
was very angry because of what Ish-Boseth said and he answered, “Am I a dog’s head—on 
Judah’s side?  This very day I am loyal to the house of your father Saul and to his family and 
friends.  I haven’t handed you over to David.  Yet now you accuse me of an offense involving 
this woman?  May God deal with Abner, be it ever so severely, if I do not do for David what the 
LORD promised him on oath 10 and transfer the kingdom from the house of Saul and establish 
David’s throne over Israel and Judah from Dan to Beersheba.”  (2 Samuel 3:6-10) 
 
And the king of the south shall be strong, and one of his princes; and he shall be strong above 
him, and have dominion; his dominion shall be a great dominion.  6 And in the end of years they 
shall join themselves together; for the king’s daughter of the south shall come to the king of the 
north to make an agreement:  but she shall not retain the power of the arm; neither shall he stand, 
nor his arm:  but she shall be given up, and they that brought her, and he that begat her, and he 
that strengthened her in these times.  7 But out of a branch of her roots shall one stand up in his 
estate, which shall come with an army, and shall enter into the fortress of the king of the north, 
and shall deal against them, and shall prevail…17 He will determine to come with the might of 
his entire kingdom and will make an alliance with the king of the South.  And he will give him a 
daughter in marriage in order to overthrow the kingdom, but his plans will not succeed or help 
him.  (Daniel 11:5-7,17) 
 
 Jeroboam sent his wife to Ahijah the phrophet to learn what would become of his son: 
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At that time Abijah the son of Jeroboam fell sick.  2 And Jeroboam said to his wife, Arise, I pray 
thee, and disguise thyself, that thou be not known to be the wife of Jeroboam; and get thee to 
Shiloh:  behold, there is Ahijah the prophet, which told me that I should be king over this people.  
3 And take with thee ten loaves, and cracknels, and a cruse of honey, and go to him:  he shall tell 
thee what shall become of the child.  4 And Jeroboam’s wife did so, and arose, and went to 
Shiloh, and came to the house of Ahijah.  But Ahijah could not see; for his eyes were set by 
reason of his age. 
   5 And the LORD said unto Ahijah, Behold, the wife of Jeroboam cometh to ask a thing of thee 
for her son; for he is sick:  thus and thus shalt thou say unto her:  for it shall be, when she cometh 
in, that she shall feign herself to be another woman.  6 And it was so, when Ahijah heard the 
sound of her feet, as she came in at the door, that he said, Come in, thou wife of Jeroboam; why 
feignest thou thyself to be another?  for I am sent to thee with heavy tidings.  7 Go, tell 
Jeroboam, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Forasmuch as I exalted thee from among the 
people, and made thee prince over my people Israel, 8 And rent the kingdom away from the 
house of David, and gave it thee:  and yet thou hast not been as my servant David, who kept my 
commandments, and who followed me with all his heart, to do that only which was right in mine 
eyes; 9 But hast done evil above all that were before thee:  for thou hast gone and made thee 
other gods, and molten images, to provoke me to anger, and hast case me behind thy back…12 
Arise thou therefore, get thee to thine own house:  and when thy feet enter into the city, the child 
shall die.  13 And all Israel shall mourn for him, and bury him:  for he only of Jeroboam shall 
come to the grave, because in him there is found some good thing toward the LORD God of 
Israel in the house of Jeroboam…17 And Jeroboam’s wife arose, and departed, and came to 
Tirzah:  and when she came to the threshold of the door, the child died; 18 And they buried him; 
and all Israel mourned for him, according to the word of the LORD, which he spake by the hand 
of his servant Ahijah the prophet.    (1 Kings 14:1-9, 12-13, 17-18 KJV)  [See also 1 Kings 
14:10-11, 14-16] 
 
 The role of women in times of grief: 
 
Thus saith the LORD of hosts, Consider ye, and call for the mourning women, that they may 
come; and send for cunning women9, that they may come:  18 And let them make haste, and take 
up a wailing for us, that our eyes may run down with tears, and our eyelids gush out with waters.  
19 For a voice of wailing is heard out of Zion, How are we spoiled!  we are greatly confounded, 
because we have forsaken the land, because our dwellings have cast us out.  20 Yet hear the 
word of the LORD, O ye women, and let your ear receive the word of his mouth, and teach your 
daughters wailing, and every one her neighbor lamentation.  21 For death is come up into our 
windows, and is entered into our palaces, to cut off the children from without, and the young 
men from the streets.  (Jeremiah 9:17-21 KJV)   
 
 Women who prophesied: 
 
  Saul and the medium:   
 
Then said Saul unto his servants, Seek me a woman that hath a familiar spirit, that I may go to 
her, and enquire of her.  And his servants said to him, Behold, there is a woman that hath a 
familiar spirit at Endor.  8 And Saul disguised himself, and put on other raiment, and he went, 
                                                 
9 In the NIV Bible v. 17 reads:  This is what the LORD Almighty says:  “Consider now! Call for the wailing women 
to come; sent for the most skillful of them. 
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and two men with him, and they came to the woman by night:  and he said, I pray thee, divine 
unto me by the familiar spirit, and bring me him up, whom I shall name unto thee.  9 And the 
woman said unto him, Behold, thou knowest what Saul hath done, how he hath cut off those that 
have familiar spirits, and the wizards, out of the land:  wherefore then layest thou a snare for my 
life, to cause me to die?  10 And Saul sware to her by the LORD, saying, As the LORD liveth, 
there shall no punishment happen to thee for this thing.  11 Then said the woman, whom shall I 
bring up unto thee?  And he said, Bring me up Samuel.  12 And when the woman saw Samuel, 
she cried with a loud voice:  and the woman spake to Saul, saying, Why hast thou deceived me?  
for thou art Saul.  13 And the king said unto her, Be not afraid:  for what sawest thou?  And the 
woman said unto Saul, I saw gods ascending out of the earth.  14 And he said unto her, What 
form is he of?  And she said, An old man cometh up; and he is covered with a mantle.  And Saul 
perceived that it was Samuel, and he stooped with his face to the ground, and bowed himself. 
   15 And Samuel said to Saul, Why hast thou disquieted me, to bring me up?  And Saul 
answered, I am sore distressed; for the Philistines make war against me, and God is departed 
from me, and answereth me no more, neither by prophets, nor by dreams:  therefore I have called 
thee, that thou mayest make known unto me what I shall do.  16 Then said Samuel, Wherefore 
then dost thou ask of me, seeing the LORD is departed from thee, and is become thine enemy?  
17 And the LORD hath done to him, as he spake by me:  for the LORD hath rent the kingdom 
out of thine hand, and given it to thy neighbor, even to David:  18 Because thou obeyedst not the 
voice of the LORD, nor executedst his fierce wrath upon Amalek, therefore hath the LORD done 
this thing unto thee this day.  19 Moreover the LORD will also deliver Israel with thee into the 
hand of the Philistines:  and tomorrow shalt thou and thy sons be with me:  the LORD also shall 
deliver the host of Israel into the hand of the Philistines.  20 Then Saul fell straightway all along 
on the earth, and was sore afraid, because of the words of Samuel:  and there was no strength in 
him; for he had eaten no bread all the day, nor all the night. 
   21 And the woman came unto Saul, and saw that he was sore troubled, and said unto him, 
Behold, thine handmaid hath obeyed thy voice, and I have put my life in my hand, and have 
hearkened unto thy words which thou speakest unto me.  22 Now therefore, I pray thee, hearken 
thou also unto the voice of thine handmaid, and let me set a morsel of bread before thee; and eat, 
that thou mayest have strength, when thou goest on thy way.  23 But  he refused, and said, I will 
not eat.  But his servants, together with the woman, compelled him; and he hearkened unto their 
voice.  so he arose from the earth, and sat upon the bed.  24 And the woman had a fat calf in the 
house; and she hasted, and killed it, and took flour, and kneaded it, and did bake unleavened 
bread thereof:  25 And she brought it before Saul, and before his servants; and they did eat.  
Then they rose up, and went away that night.  (1 Samuel 28:7-25 KJV) 
 
  Female false prophets: 
 
“Now, son of man, set your face against the daughters of your people who prophesy out of their 
own imagination.  Prophesy against them 18 and say, ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says:  
Woe to the women who sew magic charms on all their wrists and make veils of various lengths 
for their heads in order to ensnare people.  Will you ensnare the lives of my people but preserve 
your own?  19 You have profaned me among my people for a few handfuls of barley and scraps 
of bread.  By lying to my people, who listen to lies, you have killed those who should not have 
died and have spared those who should not live.  (Ezekiel 13:17-19) 
 
 Women of the New Testament who Prophesied: 
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And the next day we that were of Paul’s company departed, and came unto Caesarea:  and we 
entered into the house of Philip the evangelist, which was one of the seven; and abode with him.  
9 And the same man had four daughters, virgins, which did prophesy.  (Acts 21:8-9 KJV) 
 
  A woman possessed with a spirit of divination: 
 
And it came to pass, as we went to prayer, a certain damsel possessed with a spirit of divination 
met us, which brought her masters much gain by soothsaying:  17 The same followed Paul and 
us, and cried, saying, These men are the servants of the most high God, which shew unto us the 
way of salvation.  18 And this did she many days.  But Paul, being grieved, turned and said to the 
spirit, I command thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.  And he came out the same 
hour. 
   19 And when her masters saw that the hope of their gains was gone, they caught Paul and 
Silas, and drew them into the market place unto the rulers, 20 And brought them to the 
magistrates, saying, These men, being Jews, do exceedingly trouble our city, 21 And teach 
customs, which are not lawful for us to receive, neither to observe, being Romans.  22 And the 
multitude rose up together against them:  and the magistrates rent off their clothes, and 
commanded to beat them.  23 And when they had laid many stripes upon them, they cast them 
into prison, charging the jailor to keep them safely:  24 Who, having received such a charge, 
thrust them into the inner prison, and made their feet fast in the stocks.  (Acts 16:16-24 KJV) 
 
 Women  gave advice – the advice of Pilate’s wife 
 
When he was set down on the judgment seat, his wife sent unto him, saying, Have thou nothing to do 
with that just man:  for I have suffered many things this day in a dream because of him.  20 But the chief 
priests and elders persuaded the multitude that they should ask Barabbas, and destroy Jesus.  21 The 
governor answered and said unto them, Whether of the twain will ye that I release unto you?  They said, 
Barabbas.  22 Pilate saith unto them, What shall I do then with Jesus which is called Christ?  They all 
say unto him, Let him be crucified.  (Matthew 27:19-22 KJV) 
 
 Women recognized Peter at the time of Jesus’ crucifixion: 
 
Now Peter sat without in the palace:  and a damsel came unto him, saying, Thou also wast with Jesus of 
Galilee.  70 But he denied before them all, saying, I know not what thou sayest. 71 And when he was 
gone out into the porch, another maid saw him, and said unto them that were there, This fellow was also 
with Jesus of Nazareth.  72 And again he denied with an oath, I do not know the man.  73 And after a 
while came unto him they that stood by, and said to Peter, Surely thou also art one of them; for thy 
speech betrayeth thee.  74 Then began he to curse and to swear, saying, I know not the man.  And 
immediately the cock crew.  75 And Peter remembered the word of Jesus, which said unto him, Before 
the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice.  And he went out, and wept bitterly.  (Matthew 26:69-75 KJV)  
{See also Luke 22:54-62, John 18:15-18] 
 
 Women labored with Paul in the gospel: 
 
I beseech Euodias, and beseech Syntyche, that they be of the same mind in the Lord.  3 And I 
entreat thee also, true yokefellow, help those women which labored with me in the gospel, with 
Clement also, and with other my fellowlaborers, whose names are in the book of life.  
(Philippians 4:2-3 KJV)  [See footnote in NIV Study Bible] 
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 Paul on the roles of women: 
 
But I would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ; and the head of the woman is 
the man; and the head of Christ is God.  4 Every man praying or prophesying, having his head 
covered, dishonoreth his head.  5 But every woman that prayeth or prophesieth with her head 
uncovered dishonoreth her head:  for that is even all one as if she were shaven.  (1 Corinthians 
11:3-5 KJV)  [See also 1 Corinthians 11:6-16] 
 
For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints.  34 Let your 
women keep silence in the churches:  for it is not permitted unto them to speak; but they are 
commanded to be under obedience, as also saith the law.  35 And if they will learn any thing, let 
them ask their husbands at home:  for it is a shame for women to speak in the church…40 Let all 
things be done decently and in order.  (1 Corinthians 14:33-35,40 KJV)  [See footnotes in NIV 
and KJV Study Bibles] 
 
Whereunto I am ordained a preacher, and an apostle, (I speak the truth in Christ, and lie not;) a 
teacher of the Gentiles in faith and verity.  8 I will therefore that men pray every where, lifting 
up holy hands, without wrath and doubting.  9 In like manner also, that women adorn themselves 
in modest apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or 
costly array; 10 But (which becometh women professing godliness) with good works.  11 Let the 
woman learn in silence with all subjection.  12 But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp 
authority over the man, but to be in silence.  13 For Adam was first formed, then Eve.  14 And 
Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in the transgression.  15 
Notwithstanding she shall be saved in childbearing, if they continue in faith and charity and 
holiness with sobriety.  (1 Timothy 2:7-15 KJV) 
 
Rebuke not an elder, but entreat him as a father; and the younger men as brethren; 2 The elder 
women as mothers; the younger as sisters, with all purity.  3 Honor widows that are widows 
indeed.  4 But if any widow have children or nephews, let them learn first to shew piety at home, 
and to requite their parents:  for that is good and acceptable before God.  5 Now she that is a 
widow indeed, and desolate, trusteth in God, and continueth in supplications and prayers night 
and day.  6 But she that liveth in pleasure is dead while she liveth.  7 And these things give in 
charge, that they may be blameless.  8 But if any provide not for his own, and specially for those 
of his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel.  9 Let not a widow be 
taken into the number under threescore years old, having been the wife of one man, 10 Well 
reported of for good works; if she have brought up children, if she have lodged strangers, if she 
have washed the saints’ feet, if she have relieved the afflicted, if she have diligently followed 
every good work.  11 But the younger widows refuse:  for when they have begun to wax wanton 
against Christ, they will marry; 12 Having damnation, because they have cast off their first faith.  
13 And withal they learn to be idle, wandering about from house to house; and not only idle, but 
tattlers also and busybodies, speaking things which they ought not. 14 I will therefore that the 
younger women marry, bear children, guide the house, give none occasion to the adversary to 
speak reproachfully.  15 For some are already turned aside after Satan.  16 If any man or woman 
that believeth have widows, let them relieve them, and let not the church be charged; that it may 
relieve them that are widows indeed.  (1 Timothy 5:1-16 KJV) 
 
Likewise must the deacons be grave, not doubletongued, not given to much wine, not greedy of 
filthy lucre; 9 Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience.  10 And let these also first 
be proved; then let them use the office of a deacon, being found blameless.  11 Even so must 
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their wives be grave, not slanderers, sober, faithful in all things.  12 Let the deacons be the 
husbands of one wife, ruling their children and their own houses well.  (1 Timothy 3:8-12 KJV) 
 

Women Mentioned in the Bible because of Their Relationships with Others 
 
 Love and Marriage: 
 
  Newlyweds:  
 
When a man hath taken a new wife, he shall not go out to war, neither shall he be charged with 
any business:  but he shall be free at home one year, and shall cheer up his wife which he hath 
taken.  (Deuteronomy 24:5 KJV) 
 
  A psalm to a royal bride: 
 
Listen, O daughter, consider and give ear:  Forget your people and your father’s house. 
11 The king is enthralled by your beauty; honor him, for he is your lord. 
12 The Daughter of Tyre10 will come with a gift, men of wealth will seek your favor. 
13 All glorious is the princess within her chamber; her gown is interwoven with gold. 
14 In embroidered garments she is led to the king…  (Psalm 45:10-14) 
 
  “Rejoice with the wife of they youth:” 
 
Drink waters out of thine own cistern, and running waters out of thine own well.  16 Let thy 
fountains be dispersed abroad, and rivers of waters in the streets.  17 Let them be only thine own, 
and not strangers’ with thee.  18 Let thy fountain be blessed:  and rejoice with the wife of thy 
youth.  19 Let her be as the loving hind and pleasant roe; let her breasts satisfy thee at all times; 
and be thou ravished always with her love.  20 And why wilt thou, my son, be ravished with a 
strange woman, and embrace the bosom of a stranger?  21 For the ways of man are before the 
eyes of the LORD, and he pondereth all his goings.  (Proverbs 5:15-21 KJV) 
 
  A man is to live joyfully with his wife: 
 
Go thy way, eat thy bread with joy, and drink thy wine with a merry heart; for God now 
accepteth thy works.  8 Let thy garments be always white; and let thy head lack no ointment.  9 
Live joyfully with the wife whom thou lovest all the days of the life of thy vanity, which he hath 
given thee under the sun, all the days of thy vanity:  for that is thy portion in this life, and in thy 
labor which thou takest under the sun.  10 Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy 
might; for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave whither thou 
goest.  (Ecclesiastes 9:7-10 KJV) 
 
  Romantic love [See Song of Solomon Chapters 1-8]: 
 
If you know not, O thou fairest among women, go thy way forth by the footsteps of the flock, 
and feed thy kids beside the shepherds’ tents.  9 I have compared thee, O my love, to a company 
of horses in Pharaoh’s chariots.  10 Thy cheeks are comely with rows of jewels, thy neck with 
chains of gold.  (Song of Solomon 1:8-10 KJV) 
                                                 
10 A personification of Tyre and its inhabitants 
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I am the rose of Sharon, and the lily of the valleys.  2 As the lily among thorns, so is my love 
among the daughters.  3 As the apple tree among the trees of the wood, so is my beloved among 
the sons.  I sat down under his shadow with great delight, and his fruit was sweet to my taste.  4 
He brought me to the banqueting house, and his banner over me was love.  5 Stay me with 
flagons, comfort me with apples:  for I am sick of my love.  6 His left hand is under my head, 
and his right hand doth embrace me.  7 I charge you, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, by the roes, 
and by the hinds of the field, that ye stir not up, nor awake my love, till he please.  (Song of 
Solomon 2:1-7 KJV) 
 
What is thy beloved more than another beloved, O thou fairest among women?  what is thy 
beloved more than another beloved, that thou dost so charge us?  10 My beloved is white and 
ruddy, the chiefest among ten thousand.  11 His head is as the most fine gold, his locks are 
bushy, and black as a raven.  12 His eyes are as the eyes of doves by the rivers of waters, washed 
with milk, and fitly set.  13 His cheeks are as a bed of spices, as sweet flowers:  his lips like 
lilies, dropping sweet smelling myrrh.  14 His hands are as gold rings set with the beryl:  his 
belly is as bright ivory overlaid with sapphires.  15 His legs are as pillars of marble, set upon 
sockets of fine gold:  his countenance is as Lebanon, excellent as the cedars.  16 His mouth is 
most sweet:  yea, he is altogether lovely.  This is my beloved, and this is my friend, O daughters 
of Jerusalem.  (Song of Solomon 5:9-15 KJV) 
 
Whither is thy beloved gone, O thou fairest among women?  whither is thy beloved turned aside?  
that we may seek him with thee.  2 My beloved is gone down into his garden, to the beds of 
spices, to feed in the gardens, and to gather lilies.  3 I am my beloved’s, and my beloved is mine:  
he feedeth among the lilies.  (Song of Solomon 6:1-3 KJV) 
 
Thou art beautiful, O my love, as Tirzah, comely as Jerusalem, terrible as an army with banners.  
5 Turn away thine eyes from me, for they have overcome me:  thy hair is as a flock of goats that 
appear from Gilead.  6 Thy teeth are as a flock of sheep which go up from the washing, whereof 
every one beareth twins, and there is not one barren among them.  7 As a piece of pomegranate 
are thy temples within thy locks.  8 There are threescore queens, and fourscore concubines, and 
virgins without number.  9 My dove, my undefiled is but one; she is the only one of her mother, 
she is the choice one of her that bare her.  The daughters saw her, and blessed her; yea, the 
queens and the concubines, and they praised her.  (Song of Solomon 6:4-9 KJV) 
 
  The resurrection: 
 
The same day came to him the Sadducees, which say that there is no resurrection, and asked him, 
24 Saying, Master, Moses said, If a man die, having no children, his brother shall marry his wife, 
and raise up seed unto his brother.  25 Now there were with us seven brethren:  and the first, 
when he had married a wife, deceased, and, having no issue, left his wife unto his brother:  26 
Likewise the second also, and the third, unto the seventh.  27 And last of all the woman died 
also.  28 Therefore, in the resurrection whose wife shall she be of the seven?  for they all had her.  
29 Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do err, not knowing the scriptures, nor the power of 
God.  30 For in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but are as the 
angels of God in heaven.  (Matthew 22:23-30 KJV)  [See also Mark 12:18-25 and Luke 20:27-
38] 
 
  Paul on marriage: 
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Now concerning the things whereof ye wrote unto me:  It is good for a man not to touch a 
woman.   2 Nevertheless, to avoid fornication, let every man have his own wife, and let every 
woman have her own husband.  3 Let the husband render unto the wife due benevolence:  and 
likewise also the wife unto the husband.  4 The wife hath not power of her own body, but the 
husband:  and likewise also the husband hath not power of his own body, but the wife.  5 
Defraud ye not one the other, except it be with consent for a time, that ye may give yourselves to 
fasting and prayer; and come together again, that Satan tempt you not for your incontinency.  6 
But I speak this by permission and not of commandment.  7 For I would that all men were even 
as I myself.  But every man hath his proper gift of God, one after this manner, and another after 
that.  8 I say therefore to the unmarried and widows, It is good for them if they abide even as I.  9 
But if they cannot contain, let them marry:  for it is better to marry than to burn.  10 And unto the 
married I command, yet not I, but the Lord, Let not the wife depart from her husband:  11 But 
and if she depart, let her remain unmarried, or be reconciled to her husband:  and let not the 
husband put away his wife.  12 But to the rest speak I, not the Lord:  If any brother hath a wife 
that believeth not, and she be pleased to dwell with him, let him not put her away.  13 And the 
woman which hath an husband that believeth not, and if he be pleased to dwell with her, let her 
not leave him.  14 For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving 
wife is sanctified by the husband:  else were your children unclean; but now are they holy.  15 
But if the unbelieving depart, let him depart.  A brother or a sister is not under bondage in such 
cases:  but Got hath called us to peace.  16 For what knowest thou, O wife, whether thou shalt 
save thy husband?  or how knowest thou, O man, whether thou shalt save thy wife?  17 But as 
God hath distributed to every man, as the Lord hath called every one, so let him walk.  and so 
ordain I in all churches.  (1 Corinthians 7:1-17 KJV)  [See also 1 Corinthians 7:25-40] 
 
It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind that does not 
occur even among pagans:  A man has his father’s wife.  2 And you are proud!  Shouldn’t you 
rather have been filled with grief and have put out of your fellowship the man who did this?  3 
Even though I am not physically present, I am with you in spirit.  And I have already passed 
judgment on the one who did this, just as if I were present.  4 When you are assembled in the 
name of our Lor Jesus and I am with you in spirit, and the power of our Lord Jesus is present, 5 
hand this man over to Satan, so that the sinful nature may be destroyed and his spirit saved on the 
day of the Lord.  (1 Corinthians 5:1-5) 
 
Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ; 21 Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God.  22 Wives, submit yourselves 
unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord.  23 For the husband is the head of the wife, even as 
Christ is the head of the church:  and he is the Savior of the body.  24 Therefore as the church is 
subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing.  25 Husbands, love 
your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; 26 That he might 
sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, 27 That he might present it to 
himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be 
holy and without blemish.  28 So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies.  He that 
loveth his wife loveth himself.  29 For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and 
cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church:  30 For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and 
of his bones.  31 For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto 
his wife, and they two shall be one flesh.  32 This is the great mystery:  but I speak concerning 
Christ and the church.  33 Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love his wife even as 
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himself; and the wife see that she reverence her husband.  (Ephesians 5:20-33 KJV)  [See also 
Ephesians 5:1-19] 
 
Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as it is fit in the Lord.  19 Husbands, love 
your wives, and be not bitter against them.  20 Children, obey your parents in all things:  for this 
is well pleasing unto the Lord.  21 Fathers, provoke not your children to anger, lest they be 
discouraged.  (Colossians 3:18-21 KJV)  [See Colossians 3:22-25] 
 
This is a true saying, If a man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work.  2 A bishop 
then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to 
hospitality, apt to teach;  (1 Timothy 3:1-2 KJV)   [See 1 Timothy 3:3-7, Titus 1:5-6] 
 
This is my defense to those who sit in judgment on me.  4 Don’t we have the right to food and 
drink?  5 Don’t we have the right to take a believing wife along with us, as do the other apostles 
and the Lords’ brothers and Cephas?  (1 Corinthians 9:3-5) 
 
Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands; that, if any obey not the word, they 
also may without the word be won by conversation of the wives; 2 While they behold your 
chaste conversation coupled with fear.  3 Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of 
plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; 4 But let it be the hidden 
man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, 
which is in the sight of God of great price.  5 For after this manner in the old time the holy 
women also, who trusted in God, adorned themselves, being in subjection unto their own 
husbands:  6 Even as Sara obeyed Abraham, calling him lord:  whose daughters ye are, as long as 
ye do well, and are not afraid with any amazement.  7 Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them 
according to knowledge, giving honor unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being 
heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered.  (1 Peter 3:1-7 KJV) 
 
  Polygamy: 
 
   Solomon and the daughter of Pharaoh: 
 
And Solomon made affinity with Pharaoh king of Egypt, and took Pharaoh’s daughter, and 
brought her into the city of David, until he had made an end of building his own house, and the 
house of the LORD, and the wall of Jerusalem round about.  (1 Kings 3:1 KJV) 
 
For Pharaoh king of Egypt had gone up, and taken Gezer, and burnt it with fire, and slain the 
Canaanites that dwelt in the city, and given it for a present unto his daughter, Solomon’s wife…   
24 But Pharaoh’s daughter came up out of the city of David unto her house which Solomon had 
built for her:  then did he build Millo.  (1 Kings 9:16,24 KJV) 
 
But king Solomon loved many strange women, together with the daughter of Pharaoh, women of 
the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Zidonians, and Hittites; 2 Of the nations concerning which 
the LORD said unto the children of Israel, Ye shall not go in to them, neither shall they come in 
unto you:  for surely they will turn away your heart after their gods:  Solomon clave unto these in 
love.  3 And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred concubines:  and his 
wives turned away his heart.  4 For it came to pass, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned 
away his heart after other gods:  and his heart was not perfect with the LORD his God, as was 
the heart of David his father.  (1 Kings 11:1-4 KJV) 
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  A warning against large harems and sexual immorality: 
 
[D]o not give your strength on women, your vigor on those who ruin kings.  (Proverbs 31:3) 
 
 Families: 
 
  Treatment of a rebellious son: 
 
If a man have a stubborn and rebellious son, which will not obey the voice of his father, or the 
voice of his mother, and that, when they have chastened him, will not hearken unto them:  19 
Then shall his father and his mother lay hold on him, and bring him out unto the elders of his 
city, and unto the gate of his place; 20 And they shall say unto the elders of his city, This our son 
is stubborn and rebellious, he will not obey our voice; he is a glutton, and a drunkard.  21 And all 
the men of his city shall stone him with stones, that he die:  so shalt thou put evil away from 
among you; and all Israel shall hear, and fear.  (Deuteronomy 21:18-21) 
 
  If a man dies without children… 
 
If brethren dwell together, and one of them die, and have no child, the wife of the dead shall not 
marry without unto a stranger:  her husband’s brother shall go in unto her, and take her to him to 
wife, and perform the duty of an husband’s brother unto her.  6 And it shall be, that the firstborn 
which she beareth shall succeed in the name of his brother which is dead, that his name be not 
put out of Israel.  7 And if the man like not to take his brother’s wife, then let his brother’s wife 
go up to the gate unto the elders, and say, My husband’s brother refuseth to raise up unto his 
brother a name in Israel, he will not perform the duty of my husband’s brother.  8 Then the elders 
of his city shall call him, and speak unto him:  and if he stand to it, and say, I like not to take her; 
9 Then shall his brother’s wife come unto him in the presence of the elders, and loose his shoe 
from off his foot, and spit in his face, and shall answer and say, So shall it be done unto that man 
that will not build up his brother’s house.  10 And his name shall be called in Israel, The house of 
him that hath his shoe loosed. 
   11 When men strive together one with another, and the wife of the one draweth near for to 
deliver her husband out of the hand of him that smiteth him, and putteth forth her hand, and 
taketh him by the secrets:  12 Then thou shalt cut off her hand, thine eye shall not pity her.  
(Deuteronomy 25:5-12 KJV) 
 
  Children as a blessing: 
 
Blessed is every one that feareth the Lord; that walketh in his ways.  2 For thou shalt eat the 
labor of thine hands:  happy shalt thou be, and it shall be well with thee.  3 Thy wife shall be as a 
fruitful vine by the sides of thine house:  they children like olive plants round about thy table.  4 
Behold, that thus shall the man be blessed that feareth the LORD.  5 The LORD shall bless thee 
out of Zion:  and thou shalt see the good of Jerusalem all the days of thy life.  6 Yea, thou shalt 
see thy children’s children, and peace upon Israel.  (Psalm 128:1-6 KJV) 
 
  Times to marry and have children and times not to marry nor have children: 
 
The word of the LORD came also unto me, saying, 2 Thou shalt not take thee a wife, neither 
shalt thou have sons or daughters in this place.  3 For thus saith the LORD concerning the sons 
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and concerning the daughters that are born in this place, and concerning their mothers that bare 
them, and concerning their fathers that begat them in this land; 4 They shall die of grievous 
deaths; they shall not be lamented; neither shall they be buried; but they shall be as dung upon 
the face of the earth:  and they shall be consumed by the sword, and by famine; and their 
carcases shall be meat for the fowls of heaven, and for the beasts of the earth.  (Jeremiah 16:1-4 
KJV) 
 
Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, unto all that are carried away captives, whom I 
have caused to be carried away from Jerusalem unto Babylon; 5 Build ye houses, and dwell in 
them; and plant gardens, and eat the fruit of them; 6 Take ye wives, and beget sons and 
daughters; and take wives for your sons, and give your daughters to husbands, that they may bear 
sons and daughters; that ye may be increased there, and not diminished.  7 And seek the peace of 
the city whither I have caused you to be carried away captives, and pray unto the LORD for it:  
for in the peace thereof shall ye have peace.  (Jeremiah 29:4-7 KJV) 
 
  Families can assist each other in following the wrong path:  
 
Seest thou not what they do in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem?  18 The 
children gather wood, and the fathers kindle the fire, and the women knead their dough to make 
cakes to the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink offerings unto other gods, that they may 
provoke me to anger.  19 Do they provoke me to anger?  saith the LORD:  do they not provoke 
themselves to the confusion of their own faces?  (Jeremiah 7:17-19 KJV)  [See Jeremiah 7:1-20] 
 
Then all the men which knew that their wives had burned incense unto other gods, and all the 
women that stood by, a great multitude, even all the people that dwelt in the land of Egypt, in 
Pathros, answered Jeremiah, saying, 16 As for the word that thou hast spoken unto us in the name 
of the LORD, we will not hearken unto thee.  17 But we will certainly do whatsoever thing goeth 
forth out of our own mouth, to burn incense unto the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink 
offerings unto her, as we have done, we, and our fathers, our kings, and our princes, in the cities 
of Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem:  for then had we plenty of victuals, and were well, and 
saw no evil.  18 But since we left off to burn incense to the queen of heaven, and to pour out 
drink offerings unto her, we have wanted all things, and have been consumed by the sword and 
by the famine.  19 And when we burned incense to the queen of heaven, and poured out drink 
offerings unto her, did we make her cakes to worship her, and pour out drink offerings unto her, 
without our men?  (Jeremiah 44:15-19 KJV)  [See Jeremiah 44:1-30] 
 

It is a powerful thing for families to stand before God: 
 
All the men of Judah, with their wives and children and little ones, stood there before the 
LORD…30 And the kingdom of Jehoshaphat was at peace, for his God had given him rest on 
every side.  (2 Chronicles 20:5-6,12-13,30).  [See 2 Chronicles 20:1-34] 
 
 Widows: 
 
  Widows are to be cared for and not to be mistreated: 
 
“Do not take advantage of a widow or an orphan.  23 If you do and they cry out to me, I will 
certainly hear their cry.  24 My anger will be aroused, and I will kill you with the sword; your 
wives will become widows and your children fatherless.  (Exodus 22:22-24) 
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Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  for ye  devour widows’ houses, and for a 
pretence make long prayer:  therefore ye shall receive the greater damnation.  (Matthew 23:14 
KJV) 
 
Then in the audience of all the people he said unto his disciples, 46 Beware of the scribes, which 
desire to walk in long robes, and love greetings in the markets, and the highest seats in the 
synagogues, and the chief rooms at feasts; 47 Which devour widows’ houses, and for a shew 
make long prayers:  the same shall receive greater damnation.  (Luke 20:45-47 KJV) 
 
And in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplied, there arose a murmuring of 
the Grecians against the Hebrews, because their widows were neglected in the daily ministration.  
(Acts 6:1 KJV) 
 
Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows 
in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.  (James 1:27 KJV) 
 
  The persistent widow: 
 
And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that men ought always to pray, and not to faint; 2 
Saying, There was in a city a judge, which feared not God, neither regarded man:  3 And there 
was a widow in that city; and she came unto him, saying, Avenge me of mine adversary.  4 And 
he would not for a while:  but afterward he said within himself, Though I fear not God, nor 
regard man; 5 Yet because this widow troubleth me, I will avenge her, lest by her continual 
coming she weary me.  6 And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust judge saith.  7 And shall not 
God avenge his own elect which cry day and night unto him, though he bear long with them?  8 I 
tell you that he will avenge them speedily.  Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall he 
find faith on the earth?…  (Luke 18:1-8 KJV) 
  

Divorce: 
 
When a man hath taken a wife, and married her, and it come to pass that she find no favor in his 
eyes, because he hath found some uncleanness in her:  then let him write her a bill of 
divorcement, and give it in her hand, and send her out of his house.  2 And when she is departed 
out of his house, she may go and be another man’s wife.  3 And if the latter husband hate her, and 
write her a bill of divorcement, and giveth it in her hand, and sendeth her out of his house; or if 
the latter husband die, which took her to be his wife; 4 Her former husband, which sent her 
away, may not take her again to be his wife, after that she is defiled; for that is abomination 
before the LORD:  and thou shalt not cause the land to sin, which the LORD thy God giveth thee 
for an inheritance.  (Deuteronomy 24:1-4 KJV) 
 
Another thing you do:  You flood the LORD’s altar with tears.  You weep and wail because he 
no longer pays attention to your offerings or accepts them with pleasure from your hands.  14 
You ask, “Why?”  It is because the LORD is acting as the witness between you and the wife our 
your youth, because you have broken faith with her, though she is your partner, the wife our your 
marriage covenant. 
   15 Has not the LORD made them one?  In flesh and spirit they are his.  And why one?  
Because he was seeking godly offspring.  So guard yourself in your spirit, and do not break faith 
with the wife of your youth. 
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   16 “I hate divorce,” says the LORD God of Israel, “and I hate a man’s covering himself with 
violence as well as with his garment,” says the LORD Almighty.  So guard yourself in your 
spirit, and do not break faith.  (Malachi 2:13-16) 
 
It hath been said, Whosoever shall put away his wife, let him give her a writing of divorcement:  32 But 
I say unto you, That whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her 
to commit adultery:  and whosoever shall marry her that is divorced committeth adultery.  (Matthew 
5:31-32 KJV)  [See also Luke 16:18] 
 
The Pharisees also came unto him, tempting him, and saying unto him, Is it lawful for a man to put away 
his wife for every cause?  4 And he answered and said unto them, Have ye not read, that he which made 
them at the beginning made them male and female, 5 And said, For this cause shall a man leave father 
and mother, and shall cleave to his wife:  and they twain shall be one flesh?  6 Wherefore they are no 
more twain, but one flesh.  What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.  7 They 
say unto him, Why did Moses then command to give a writing of divorcement, and to put her away?  8 
He saith unto them, Moses because of the hardness of your hearts suffered you to put away your wives:  
but from the beginning it was not so.  9 And I say unto you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, except 
it be for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery:  and who marrieth her which is put 
away doth commit adultery. 
    10 His disciples say unto him, If the case of the man be so with his wife, it is not good to marry.  11 
But he said unto them, All men cannot receive this saying, save they to whom it is given.  12 For there 
are some eunuchs, which were so born from their mother’s womb:  and there are some eunuchs, which 
were made eunuchs of men:  and there be eunuchs, which have made themselves eunuchs for the 
kingdom of heaven’s sake.  He that is able to receive it, let him receive it.  (Matthew 19:3-12 KJV) 
 
And the Pharisees came to him, and asked him, Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife?  
tempting him.  3 And he answered and said unto them, What did Moses command you?  4 And 
they said, Moses suffered to write a bill of divorcement, and to put her away.  5 And Jesus 
answered and said unto them, For the hardness of your heart he wrote this precept.  6 But from 
the beginning of the creation God made them male and female.  7 For this cause shall a man 
leave his father and mother, and cleave to his wife; 8 And they twain shall be one flesh:  so then 
they are no more twain, but one flesh.  9 What therefore God hath joined together, let not man 
put asunder.  10 And in the house his disciples asked him again of the same matter.  11 And he 
saith unto them, Whosoever shall put away his wife, and marry another, committeth adultery 
against her.  12 And if a woman shall put away her husband, and be married to another, she 
committeth adultery.  (Mark 10:2-12 KJV) 
 
 Adultery: 
 
  Men’s misdirected sexual attraction to women can contribute to their downfall: 
 
Now Eli was very old, and heard all that his sons did unto all Israel; and how they lay with the 
women that assembled at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.  23 And he said unto 
them, Why do ye such things?  for I hear of your evil dealings by all this people.  24 Nay, my 
sons; for it is no good report that I hear:  ye make the LORD’s people to transgress.  25 If one 
man sin against another, the judge shall judge him:  but if a man sin against the LORD, who shall 
entreat for him?  Notwithstanding they hearkened not unto the voice of their father, because the 
LORD would slay them.  26 And the child Samuel grew on, and was in favor both with the 
LORD, and also with men.  (1 Samuel 2:22-26 KJV) 
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My son, pay attention to my wisdom, listen well to my words of insight, 2 that you may maintain 
discretion and your lips may preserve knowledge.  3 For the lips of the adulteress drip honey, 
and her speech is smoother than oil; 4 but in the end she is bitter as gall, sharp as a double-edged 
sword.  5 Her feet go down to death; her steps lead straight to the grave.  6 She gives no thought 
to the way of life; her paths are crooked, but she knows it not. 
   7 Now then, my sons, listen to me; do not turn aside from what I say.  8 Keep a path far from 
her, do not go near the door of her house, 9 lest you give your best strength to others and your 
years to one who is cruel, 10 lest strangers feast on your wealth and your toil enrich another 
man’s house.  11 At the end of your life you will groan, when your flesh and body are spent.  12 
You will say, ‘How I hated discipline!  How my heart spurned correction!  13 I would not obey 
my teachers or listen to my instructors.  14 I have come to the  brink of utter ruin in the midst of 
the whole assembly.”  (Proverbs 5:1-14) 
 
My son, keep thy father’s commandment, and forsake not the law of thy mother:  21 Bind them 
continually upon thine heart, and tie them about thy neck.  22 When thou goest, it shall lead thee; 
when thou sleepest, it shall keep thee; and when thou awakest, it shall talk with thee.  23 For the 
commandment is a lamp; and the law is light; and reproofs of instruction are the way of life:  24 
To keep thee from the evil woman, from the flattery of the tongue of a strange woman.  25 Lust 
not after her beauty in thine heart; neither let her take thee with her eyelids.  26 For by means of 
a whorish woman a man is brought to a piece of bread:  and the adulteress will hunt for the 
precious life.  27 Can a man take fire in his bosom, and his clothes not be burned?  28 Can one 
go upon hot coals, and his feet not be burned?  29 So he that goeth in to his neighbor’s wife; 
whosoever toucheth her shall not be innocent.  30 Men do not despise a thief, if he steal to satisfy 
his soul when he is hungry; 31 But if he be found, he shall restore sevenfold; he shall give all the 
substance of his house.  32 But whoso committeth adultery with a woman lacketh understanding:  
he that doeth it destroyeth his own soul.  33 A wound and dishonor shall he get; and his reproach 
shall not be wiped away.  34 For jealousy is the rage of a man:  therefore he will not spare in the 
day of vengeance.  35 He will not regard any ransom; neither will he rest content, though thou 
givest many gifts.  (Proverbs 6:20-35 KJV) 
 
For at the window of my house I looked through my casement, 7 And beheld among the simple 
ones, I discerned among the youths, a young man void of understanding, 8 Passing through the 
street near her corner; and he went the way to her house, 9 In the twilight, in the evening, in the 
black and dark night:  10 And, behold, there met him a woman with the attire of an harlot, and 
subtil of heart.  11 (She is loud and stubborn; her feet abide not in her house:  12 Now is she 
without, now in the streets, and lieth in wait at every corner.)  13 So she caught him, and kissed 
him, and with an impudent face said unto him, 14 I have peace offerings with me; this day have I 
payed my vows.  15 Therefore came I forth to meet thee, diligently to seek thy face, and I have 
found thee.  16 I have decked my bed with coverings of tapestry, with carved works, with fine 
linen of Egypt.  17 I have perfumed my bed with myrrh, aloes, and cinnamon.  18 Come, let us 
take our fill of love until the morning:  let us solace ourselves with loves.  19 For the goodman is 
not at home, he is gone a long journey:  20 He hath taken a bag of money with him, and will 
come home at the day appointed.  21 With her much fair speech she caused him to yield, with the 
flattering of her lips she forced him.  22 He goeth after her straightway, as an ox goeth to the 
slaughter, or as a fool to the correction of the stocks; 23 Till a dart strike through his liver; as a 
bird hasteth to the snare, and knoweth not that it is for his life.  (Proverbs 7:6-23 KJV)  [See also 
Ecclesiastes 7:26.] 
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The mouth of an adulteress is a deep pit; he who is under the LORD’s wrath will fall into it.  
(Proverbs 22:14) 
 
My son, give me thine heart, and let thine eyes observe my ways.  27 For a whore is a deep ditch; 
and a strange woman is a narrow pit.  28 She also lieth in wait as for a prey, and increaseth the 
transgressors among men.  (Proverbs 23:26-28 KJV) 
 
Jesus went unto the mount of Olives.  2 And early in the morning he came again into the temple, 
and all the people came unto him; and he sat down, and taught them.  3 And the scribes and 
Pharisees brought unto him a woman taken in adultery; and when they had set her in the midst, 4 
They say unto him, Master, this woman was taken in adultery, in the very act.  5 Now Moses in 
the law commanded us, that such should be stoned:  but what sayest thou?  6 This they said, 
tempting him, that they might have to accuse him.  But Jesus stooped down, and with his finger 
wrote on the ground, as though he heard them not.  7 So when they continued asking him, he 
lifted up himself, and said unto them, He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone 
at her.  8 And again he stooped down, and wrote on the ground.  9 And they which heard it, 
being convicted by their own conscience, went out one by one, beginning at the eldest, even unto 
the last:  and Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst.  10 When Jesus had 
lifted up himself, and saw none but the woman, he said unto her, Woman, where are those thine 
accusers?  hath no man condemned thee?  11 She said, No man, Lord.  And Jesus said unto her, 
Neither do I condemn thee:  go, and sin no more.  (John 8:1-11 KJV) 
 

Spiritual harlotry: 
 
A spirit of prostitution leads them astray; they are unfaithful to their God.  13 They sacrifice on 
the mountaintops and burn offerings on the hills, under oak, poplar and terebinth, where the 
shade is pleasant.  Therefore your daughters turn to prostitution and your daughters-in-law to 
adultery. 
   14 “I will not punish your daughters when they turn to prostitution, nor your daughters-in-law 
when they commit adultery, because the men themselves consort with harlots and sacrifice with 
shrine prostitutes—a people without understanding will come to ruin!  (Hosea 4:12-14) 
 
  Sexual ethics: 
 
Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery:  28 But I say 
unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her 
already in his heart.  (Matthew 5:27 KJV) 
 

WOMEN AS VICTIMS 
 

 A Levite and his concubine: 
 
Now as they were making their hearts merry, behold, the men of the city, certain sons of Belial, 
beset the house round about, and beat at the door, and spake to the master of the house, the old 
man, saying, Bring forth the man that came into thine house, that we may know him.  23 And the 
man, the master of the house, went out unto them, and said unto them, Nay, my brethren, nay, I 
pray you, do no so wickedly; seeing that this man is come into mine house, do not this folly.  24 
Behold, here is my daughter a maiden, and his concubine; them I will bring out now, and humble 
ye them, and do with them what seemeth good unto you:  but unto this man do not so vile a 
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thing.  25 But the men would not hearken to him:  so the man took his concubine, and brought 
her forth unto them; and they knew her, and abused her all the night until the morning:  when the 
day began to spring, they let her go.  26 Then came the woman in the dawning of the day, and 
fell down at the door of the man’s house where her lord was, till it was light.  27 And her lord 
rose up in the morning, and opened the doors of the house, and went out to go his way:  and, 
behold the woman his concubine was fallen down at the door of the house, and her hands were 
upon the threshold.  28 And he said unto her, Up, and let us be going.  But none answered.  Then 
the man took her up upon an ass, and the man rose up, and gat him unto his place. 
   29 And when he was come into his house, he took a knife, and laid hold on his concubine, and 
divided her, together with her bones, into twelve pieces, and sent her into all the coasts of Israel.  
30 And it was so, that all that saw it said, There was no such deed done nor seen from the day 
that the children of Israel came up out of the land of Egypt unto this day:  consider of it, take 
advice, and speak your minds.  (Judges 19:22-30)  [See the NIV Study Bible footnotes 
concerning Judges 19:22-30.  The outcome of the man’s sending the twelve pieces of the woman 
is described in Judges 20:1-21:25.] 

 
 David and Absalom’s treatment of 10 concubines: 
 
And there came a messenger to David, saying, The hearts of the men of Israel are after Absalom.  
14 And David said unto all his servants that were with him at Jerusalem, Arise, and let us flee; 
for we shall not else escape from Absalom:  make speed to depart, lest he overtake us suddenly, 
and bring evil upon us, and smite the city with the edge of the sword.  15 And the king’s servants 
said unto the king, Behold, thy servants are ready to do whatsoever my lord the king shall 
appoint.  16 And the king went forth, and all his household after him.  And the king left ten 
women, which were concubines, to keep the house.  17 And the king went forth, and all the 
people after him, and tarried in a place that was far off.  (2 Samuel 15:13-17 KJV) 
 
Then said Absalom to Ahithophel.  Give counsel among you what we shall do.  21 And 
Ahithophel said unto Absalom, Go in unto thy father’s concubines, which he hath left to keep the 
house; and all Israel shall hear that thou art abhorred of thy father:  then shall the hands of all that 
are with thee be strong.  22 So they spread Absalom a tent upon the top of the house; and 
Absalom went in unto his father’s concubines in sight of all Israel.  (2 Samuel 16:20-22 KJV) 
 
And David came to his house at Jerusalem; and the king took the ten women his concubines, 
whom he had left to keep the house, and put them in ward, and fed them, but went not in unto 
them.  So they were shut up unto the day of their death, living in widowhood.   (2 Samuel 20:3 
KJV) 
 

A description of Jerusalem’s sins includes sins against women: 
 
In thee have they set light by father and mother:  in the midst of thee have they dealt by 
oppression with the stranger:  in thee have they vexed the fatherless and the widow.  8 Thou hast 
despised mine holy things, and hast profaned my Sabbaths.  9 In thee are men that carry tales to 
shed blood:  and in thee they eat upon the mountains:  in the midst of thee they commit lewdness.  
10 In thee have they discovered their fathers’ nakedness:  in thee have they humbled her that was 
set apart for pollution.  11 And one hath committed abomination with his neighbor’s wife; and 
another hath lewdly defiled his daughter-in-law; and another in thee hath humbled his sister, his 
father’s daughter.  12 In thee have they taken gifts to shed blood; thou hast taken usury and 
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increase, and thou hast greedily gained of thy neighbors by extortion, and hast forgotten me, 
saith the Lord GOD.  (Ezekiel 22:7-12 KJV)  [See Ezekiel 22:1-31 for the complete listing.] 
 
 Evil deprives women of homes…: 
 
“Do not prophesy,” their prophets say.  “Do not prophesy about these things; disgrace will not 
overtake us.”  7 Should it be said, O house of Jacob:  “Is the Spirit of the LORD angry?  Does he 
do such things?” 
   “Do not my words do good to him whose ways are upright?  8 Lately my people have risen up 
like an enemy.  You strip off the rich robe from those who pass by without a care, like men 
returning from battle.  9 You drive the women of my people from their pleasant homes.  You 
take away my blessing from their children forever.  10 Get up, go away!  For this is not your 
resting place, because it is defiled, it is ruined, beyond all remedy.  11 If a liar and deceiver 
comes and says, ‘I will prophesy for you plenty of wine and beer,’ he would be just the prophet 
for this people!  (Micah 2:6-11) 
 

Women whom Jesus Healed 
 
And it came to pass the day after, that he went into a city called Nain; and many of his disciples 
went with him, and much people.  12 Now when he came nigh to the gate of the city, behold, 
there was a dead man carried out, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow:  and much 
people of the city was with her.  13 And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her, and 
said unto her, Weep not.  14 And he came and touched the bier:  and they that bare him stood 
still.  And he said, Young man, I say unto thee, Arise.  15 And he that was dead sat up, and 
began to speak.  And he delivered him to his mother.  (Mark 7:11-15 KJV) 
 
And when Jesus was come into Peter’s house, he saw his wife’s mother laid, and sick of a fever.  15 And 
he touched her hand, and the fever left her:  and she arose, and ministered unto them.  (Matthew 8:14-15 
KJV)  [See also Luke 4:38-39] 
 
And, behold, there was a woman which had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and was bowed 
together, and could in no wise lift up herself.  12 And when Jesus saw her, he called her to him, 
and said unto her, Woman, thou art loosed from thine infirmity.  13 And he laid his hands on her:  
and immediately she was made straight, and glorified God.  14 And the ruler of the synagogue 
answered with indignation, because that Jesus had healed on the Sabbath day, and said unto the 
people, There are six days in which men ought to work:  in them therefore come and be healed, 
and not on the Sabbath day.  14 The Lord then answered him, and said, Thou hypocrite, doth not 
each one of you on the Sabbath loose his ox or his ass from the stall, and lead him away to 
watering?  16 And ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan hath 
bound, lo, these eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the sabbath day?  17 And when he 
had said these things, all his adversaries were ashamed:  and all the people rejoiced for all the 
glorious things that were done by him.  (Luke 13:11-17 KJV) 
 

Prophesy 
 

 Prophesies concerning women, men, boys, and girls: 
 
Again the word of the LORD of hosts came to me, saying, 2 Thus saith the LORD of hosts; I was 
jealous for Zion with great jealousy, and I was jealous for her with great fury.  3 Thus saith the 
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LORD; I am returned unto Zion, and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem:  and Jerusalem shall 
be called a city of truth; and the mountain of the LORD of hosts the holy mountain.  4 Thus saith 
the LORD of hosts; There shall yet old men and old women dwell in the streets of Jerusalem, 
and every man with his staff in his hand of very age.  5 And the streets of the city shall be full of 
boys and girls playing in the streets thereof.  6 Thus saith the LORD of hosts; If it be marvelous 
in the eyes of the remnant of this people in these days, should it also be marvelous in the eyes in 
mine eyes?  saith the LORD of hosts.  7 Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Behold, I will save my 
people from the east country, and from the west country; 8 And I will bring them, and they shall 
dwell in the midst of Jerusalem:  and they shall be my people, and I will be their God, in truth 
and in righteousness.  (Zechariah 8:1-7 KJV) 
 
Behold the day of the LORD cometh, and thy spoil shall be divided in the midst of thee.  2 For I 
will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be taken, and the houses 
rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the city shall go forth into captivity, and the residue 
of the people shall not be cut off from the city.  3 Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight 
against those nations, as when he fought in the day of battle.  (Zechariah 14:1-3 KJV) 
 
 Prophesies in which women play a role: 
 
Then the angel that talked with me went forth, and said unto me, Lift up now thine eyes, and see 
what is this that goeth forth.  6 And I said, What is it? And he said, This is an ephah that goeth 
forth.  He said moreover, This is their resemblance through all the earth. 7 And, behold, there 
was lifted up a talent of lead:  and this is a woman that sitteth in the midst of the ephah.  8 And 
he said, This is wickedness.  And he cast it into the midst of the ephah; and he cast the weight of 
lead upon the mouth thereof.  9 Then lifted I up mine eyes, and looked, and, behold, there came 
out two women, and the wind was in their wings; for they had wings like the wings of a stork:  
and they lifted up the ephah between the earth and the heaven.  10 Then said I to the angel that 
talked with me, Whither do these bear the ephah?  11 And he said unto me, To build it a house in 
the land of Shinar:  and it shall be established, and set there upon her own base.  (Zechariah 5:5-
11 KJV)  [See footnotes in NIV Study Bible and KJ Study Bible] 
 
  A great wonder in which a woman participated – Revelation 12:1-17 
 
  The mystery of the woman – Revelation 17:1-18 
 
  “Not defiled of women” in the following prophesy either refers to literal celibacy 
or is a symbolic description of believers who kept themselves from defiling relationships with 
the pagan world system.  [See footnotes in NIV and KJV Study Bibles] 
 
And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Zion, and with him a hundred forty and four 
thousand, having his Father’s name written in their foreheads.  2 And I heard a voice from 
heaven, as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of a great thunder:  and I heard the voice of 
harpers harping with their harps:  3 And they sung as it were a new song before the throne, and 
before the four beasts, and the elders:  and no man could learn that song but the hundred and 
forty and four thousand, which were redeemed from the earth.  4 These are they which were not 
defiled with women; for they are virgins.  These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever 
he goeth.  These were redeemed from among men, being the first fruits unto God and to the 
Lamb.  5 And in their mouth was found no guile:  for they are without fault before the throne of 
God.  (Revelation 14:1-5 KJV) 
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  The ultimate union between Christ and the church is likened to the union between 
man and wife: 
 
And a voice came out of the throne, saying, Praise our God, all ye his servants, and ye that fear 
him, both small and great.  6 And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the 
voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia:  for the Lord 
God omnipotent reigneth.  7 Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honor to him:  for the marriage 
of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready.  8 And to her was granted that she 
should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white:  for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.  
9 And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the 
Lamb.  And he saith unto me, These are the true sayings of God.  (Revelation 19:5-9 KJV) 
 
And there came unto me one of the seven angels which had the seven vials full of the seven last 
plagues, and talked with me, saying, Come hither, I will show thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife.  
10 And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me that great 
city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God.  11 Having the glory of God:  and 
her light was like unto a stone most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal;  
(Revelation 21:9-11 KJV)  [See Revelation 21:10-13] 
 
  Unfaithful societies likened to harlots: 
 
And after these things I saw another angel come down from heaven, having great power; and the 
earth was lightened with his glory.  2 And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon 
the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul 
spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird.  3 For all nations have drunk of the wine of 
the wrath of her fornication, and the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and 
the merchants of the earth are waxed rich through the abundance of her delicacies.  4 And I heard 
another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her 
sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.  5 For her sins have reached unto heaven, and God 
hath remembered her iniquities.  6 Reward her even as she rewarded you, and double unto her 
double according to her works:  in the cup which she hath filled fill to her double.  7 How much 
she hath glorified herself, and lived deliciously, so much torment and sorrow give her:  for she 
saith in her heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall see no sorrow.  8 Therefore shall her 
plagues come in one day, death, and mourning, and famine; and she shall be utterly burned with 
fire:  for strong is the Lord God who judgeth her.  9 And the kings of the earth, who have 
committed fornication and lived deliciously with her, shall bewail her, and lament for her, when 
they shall see the smoke of her burning, 10 Standing afar off for the fear of her torment, saying, 
Alas, alas, the great city Babylon, that mighty city! for in one hour is thy judgment come.  11 
And the merchants of the earth shall weep and mourn over her; for no man buyeth their 
merchandise any more:  (Revelation 18:1-11 KJV)  [See Revelation 17:1-18, 18:12-24] 
 

Referring to Nations as Female Reflects a Positive Attitude toward Women 
 

 “Daughter of Zion” And “daughter of Judah” as  personifications:  [See NIV Study Bible 
footnote for 2 Kings 18:21] 
 
Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to Hezekiah, saying, Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, That 
which thou hast prayed to me against Sennacherib king of Assyria I have heard.  21 This is the 



Women in the Bible   98

word that the Lord hath spoken concerning him: The virgin the daughter of Zion hath despised 
thee, and laughed thee to scorn; the daughter of Jerusalem hath shaken her hand at thee.  (2 
Kings 18:20-21 KJV) 
 
Have mercy upon me, O LORD; consider my trouble which I suffer of them that hate me, that 
thou liftest me up from the gates of death:  14 Then I may show forth all thy praise in the gates of 
the daughter of Zion:  I will rejoice in thy salvation.  (Psalm 9:13-14 KJV)  [Daughter of Zion, a 
personification of Jerusalem and its inhabitants] 
 
Let mount Zion rejoice, let the daughters of Judah be glad, because of thy judgments.  (Psalm 
48:11 KJV) 
 
Zion heard, and was glad; and the daughters of Judah rejoiced because of thy judgments, O 
LORD.  9 For thou, LORD, art high above all the earth:  thou art exalted far above all gods.  10 
Ye that love the LORD, hate evil: he preserveth the souls of his saints; he delivereth them out of 
the hand of the wicked.  11 Light is sown for the righteous, and gladness for the upright in heart.  
12 Rejoice in the LORD, ye righteous; and give thanks at the remembrance of his holiness.  
(Psalm 97:8-12 KJV) 
 
Why should ye be stricken any more?  ye will revolt more and more:  the whole head is sick, and 
the whole heart faint.  6 From the sole of the foot even unto the head there is no soundness in it; 
but wounds, and bruises, and putrifying sores:  they have not been closed, neither bound up, 
neither mollified with ointment.  7 Your country is desolate, your cities are burned with fire:  
your land, strangers devour it in your presence, and it is desolate, as overthrown by strangers.  8 
And the daughter of Zion is left as a cottage in a vineyard, as a lodge in a garden of cucumbers, 
as a besieged city.  9 Except the LORD of hosts had left unto us a very small remnant, we should 
have been as Sodom, and we would have been like unto Gomorrah.  (Isaiah 1:5-9 KJV) 
 
Moreover the LORD saith, Because the daughters of Zion are haughty, and walk with stretched 
forth necks and wanton eyes, walking and mincing as they go, and making a tinkling with their 
feet:  17 Therefore the Lord will smite with a scab the crown of the head of the daughters of 
Zion, and the LORD will discover their secret parts.  18 In that day the Lord will take away the 
bravery of their tinkling ornaments about their feet, and their cauls, and their round tires like the 
moon, 19 The chains, and the bracelets, and the mufflers, 20 The bonnets, and the ornaments of 
the legs, and the headbands, and the tablets, and the earrings, 21 The rings, and the nose jewels, 
22 The changeable suits of apparel, and the mantles, and the wimples, and the crisping pins, 23 
The glasses, and the fine linen, and the hoods, and the veils.  24 And it shall come to pass, that 
instead of sweet smell there shall be stink; and instead of a girdle a rent; and instead of well set 
hair baldness; and instead of a stomacher a girding of sackcloth; and burning instead of beauty.  
25 Thy men shall fall by the sword, and thy mighty in the war.  26 And her gates shall lament 
and mourn; and she being desolate shall sit upon the ground.  (Isaiah 3:16-26 KJV) 
 
And it shall come to pass, that he that is left in Zion, and he that remaineth in Jerusalem, shall be 
called holy, even every one that is written among the living in Jerusalem:  4 When the Lord shall 
have washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion, and shall have purged the blood of 
Jerusalem from the midst thereof by the spirit of judgment, and by the spirit of burning.  5 And 
the LORD will create upon every dwelling place of mount Zion, and upon her assemblies, a 
cloud and smoke by day, and a shining of a flaming fire by night:  for upon all the glory shall be 
a defense.  6 And there shall be a tabernacle for a shadow in the daytime from the heat, and for a 
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place of refuge, and for a covert from storm and from rain.  (Isaiah 4:3-6 KJV)  [See also Isaiah 
10:30-34, 16:1-5, 23:10,12, 52:1-6] 
 
Behold, the LORD hath proclaimed unto the end of the world, Say ye to the daughter of Zion, 
Behold, thy salvation cometh; behold, his reward is with him, and his work before him.  12 And 
they shall call them, The holy people, The redeemed of the LORD:  and thou shalt be called, 
Sought out, A city not forsaken.  (Isaiah 62:11-12 KJV) 
 
As keepers of a field, are they against her round about; because she hath been rebellious against 
me, saith the LORD.  18 Thy way and thy doings have procured these things unto thee; this is 
thy wickedness, because it is bitter, because it reacheth unto thine heart…30 And when thou art 
spoiled, what wilt thou do?  Though thou clothest thyself with crimson, though thou deckest thee 
with ornaments of gold, though thou rentest thy face with painting, in vain shalt thou make 
thyself fair; thy lovers will despise thee, they will seek thy life.  31 For I have heard a voice as of 
a woman in travail, and the anguish as of her that bringeth forth her first child, the voice of the 
daughter of Zion, that bewaileth herself, that spreadeth her hands, saying, Woe is me now!  for 
my soul is wearied because of murderers.  (Jeremiah 4:17-18, 30-31 KJV) 
 
I have likened the daughter of Zion to a comely and delicate woman.  3 The shepherds with their 
flocks shall come unto her; they shall pitch their tents against her round about; they shall feed 
every one in his place.  4 Prepare ye war against her; arise, and let us go up at noon.  (Jeremiah 
6:2-4 KJV)  [See also Jeremiah 6:22-24] 
 
How doth the city sit solitary, that was full of people!  How is she become as a widow!  She that 
was great among the nations, and princess among the provinces, how is she become tributary!  2 
She weepeth sore in the night, and her tears are on her cheeks:  among all her lovers she hath 
none to comfort her:  all her friends have dealt treacherously with her, they are become her 
enemies.  3 Judah is gone into captivity because of affliction, and because of great servitude:  she 
dwelleth among the heathen, she findeth no rest:  all her persecutors overtook her between the 
straits.  4 The ways of Zion do mourn, because none come to the solemn feasts:  all her gates are 
desolate:  her priests sigh, her virgins are afflicted, and she is in bitterness.  5 Her adversaries are 
the chief, her enemies prosper; for the LORD had afflicted her for the multitude of her 
transgressions:  her children are gone into captivity before the enemy.  6 And from the daughter 
of Zion all her beauty is departed:  her princes are become like harts that find no pasture, and 
they are gone without strength before the pursuer.  7 Jerusalem remembered in the days of her 
affliction and of her miseries all her pleasant things that she had in the days of old, when her 
people fell into the hand of the enemy, and none did help her:  the adversaries saw her, and did 
mock at her sabbaths.  8 Jerusalem hath grievously sinned; therefore she is removed:  all that 
honored her despise her, because they have seen her nakedness:  yea, she sigheth, and turneth 
backward.  9 Her filthiness is in her skirts; she remembereth not her last end; therefore she came 
down wonderfully:  she had no comforter.  O LORD, behold my affliction:  for the enemy hath 
magnified himself.  10 The adversary hath spread out his hand upon all her pleasant things:  for 
she hath seen that the heathen entered into her sanctuary, whom thou didst command that they 
should not enter into thy congregation.  11 All her people sigh, they seek bread; they have given 
their pleasant things for meat to relieve the soul:  see, O LORD, and consider; for I am become 
vile.  (Lamentations 1:1-11 KJV) 
 
How hath the Lord covered the daughter of Zion with a cloud in his anger, and cast down from 
heaven unto the earth the beauty of Israel, and remembered not his footstool in the day of his 
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anger!  2 The Lord hath swallowed up all the habitations of Jacob, and hath not pitied:  he hath 
thrown down in his wrath the strongholds of the daughter of Judah; he hath brought them down 
to the ground:  he hath polluted the kingdom and the princes thereof.  (Lamentations:2:1-2 KJV)  
[See also Lamentations 2:3-22] 
 
And thou, O tower of the flock, the stronghold of the daughter of Zion, unto thee shall it come, 
even the first dominion; the kingdom shall come to the daughter of Jerusalem.  9 Now why dost 
thou cry out aloud?  is there no king in thee?  is thy counselor perished?  for pangs have taken 
thee as a woman in travail.  10 Be in pain, and labor to bring forth, O daughter of Zion, like a 
woman in travail:  for now shalt thou go forth out of the city, and thou shalt dwell in the field, 
and thou shalt go even to Babylon; there shalt thou be delivered; there the LORD shall redeem 
thee from the hand of thine enemies.  (Micah 4:8-10 KJV)  [See also Micah 1:13] 
 
Sing, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel; be glad and rejoice with all the heart, O daughter of 
Jerusalem.  15 The LORD hath taken away thy judgments, he hath cast out thine enemy:  the 
king of Israel, even the LORD, is in the midst of thee:  thou shalt not see evil any more.  16 In 
that day it shall be said to Jerusalem, Fear thou not:  and to Zion, Let not thine hands be slack.  
17 The LORD thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; he will save, he will rejoice over thee with 
joy; he will rest in his love, he will joy over thee with singing.  18 I will gather them that are 
sorrowful for the solemn assembly, who are of thee, to whom the reproach of it was a burden.  19 
Behold, at that time I will undo all that afflict thee: and I will save her that halteth, and gather her 
that was driven out; and I will get them praise and fame in every land where they have been put 
to shame.  20 At that time will I bring you again, even in the time that I gather you:  for I will 
make you a name and a praise among all people of the earth, when I turn back your captivity 
before your eyes, saith the LORD.  (Zephaniah 3:14-20 KJV) 
 
Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion:  for, lo, I come, and I will dwell in the midst of thee, saith 
the LORD.  11 And many nations shall be joined to the LORD in that day, and shall be my 
people:  and I will dwell in the midst of thee, and thou shalt know that the LORD of hosts hath 
sent me unto thee.  12 And the LORD shall inherit Judah his portion in the holy land, and shall 
choose Jerusalem again.  13 Be silent, O all flesh, before the LORD:  for he is raised up out of 
his holy habitation.  (Zechariah 2:10-13 KJV)  [See also Zechariah 2:6-9] 
 
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem:  behold thy King cometh 
unto thee:  he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass.  (Zechariah 9:9 KJV) 
 
And when they drew nigh unto Jerusalem, and were come to Bethphage, unto the mount of 
Olives, then sent Jesus two disciples, 2 Saying unto them, Go into the village over against you, 
and straightway ye shall find an ass tied, and a colt with her:  loose them, and bring them unto 
me.  3 And if any man say ought unto you, ye shall say, The Lord hath need of them; and 
straightway he will send them.  4 All this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken 
by the prophet, saying, 5 Tell ye the daughter of Zion, Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, meek, 
and sitting upon an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass.  (Matthew 21:1-5 KJV) 
 
And Jesus, when he had found a young ass, sat thereon; as it is written, 15 Fear not, daughter of 
Zion:  behold, they King cometh, sitting on an ass’s colt.  (John  12:14-15 KJV) 
 
 Other references to nations as female: 
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Come down, and sit in the dust, O virgin daughter of Babylon, sit on the ground:  there is no 
throne, O daughter of the Chaldeans:  for thou shalt no more be called tender and delicate.  2 
Take the millstones, and grind meal; uncover thy locks, make bare the leg, uncover the thigh, 
pass over the rivers.  3 Thy nakedness shall be uncovered, yea, thy shame shall be seen:  I will 
take vengeance, and I will not meet thee as a man.  4 As for our redeemer, the LORD of hosts is 
his name, the Holy One of Israel.  5 Sit thou silent, and get thee into darkness, O daughter of the 
Chaldeans:  for thou shalt no more be called, The lady of kingdoms.   
   6 I was wroth with my people, I have polluted mine inheritance, and given them into thine 
hand:  thou didst show them no mercy; upon the ancient hast thou very heavily laid thy yoke. 
   7 And thou saidst, I shall be a lady for ever:  so that thou didst not lay these things to thy heart, 
neither didst remember the latter end of it.  8 Therefore hear now this, thou that art given to 
pleasures, that dwellest carelessly, that sayest in thine heart, I am, and none else beside me; I 
shall not sit as a widow, neither shall I know the loss of children:  9 But these two things shall 
come to thee in a moment in one day, the loss of children, and widowhood: they shall come upon 
thee in their perfection for the multitude of thy sorceries, and for the great abundance of thine 
enchantments. (Isaiah 47:1-9 KJV) 
 
How long wilt thou go about, O thou backsliding daughter?  for the LORD hath created a new 
thing in the earth, A woman shall compass a man.  (Jeremiah 31:22 KJV) 
 
The LORD said also unto me in the days of Josiah the king, Hast thou seen that which 
backsliding Israel hath done?  she is gone up upon every high mountain and under every green 
tree and there hath played the harlot.  7 And I said after she had done all these things, Turn thou 
unto me.  But she returned not.  And her treacherous sister Judah saw it.  8 And I saw, when for 
all the causes whereby backsliding Israel committed adultery I had put her away, and given her a 
bill of divorce; yet her treacherous sister Judah feared not, but went and played the harlot also.  9 
And it came to pass through the lightness of her whoredom, that she defiled the land, and 
committed adultery with stones and with stocks.  10 And yet for all this her treacherous sister 
Judah hath not turned unto me with her whole heart, but feignedly, saith the LORD.  11 And the 
LORD said unto me, The backsliding Israel hath justified herself more than treacherous Judah.  
(Jeremiah 3:6-11 KJV) 
 
Because ye were glad, because ye rejoiced, O ye destroyers of mine heritage, because ye are 
grown fat as the heifer at grass, and bellow as bulls; 12 Your mother shall be sore confounded; 
she that bare you shall be ashamed:  behold, the hindermost of the nations shall be a wilderness, 
a dry land, and a desert.  (Jeremiah 50:11-12 KJV) 
 
The word of the LORD came to me:  2 “Son of man, confront Jerusalem with her detestable 
practices…30 “ ‘How weak-willed you are, declares the Sovereign LORD, when you do all these 
things, acting like a brazen prostitute!… 
   49 “ ‘Now this was the sin of your sister Sodom:  She and her daughters were arrogant, overfed 
and unconcerned; they did not help the poor and the needy.  50 They were haughty and did 
detestable things before me.  Therefore I did away with them as you have seen...” 
   59 ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says:  I will deal with you as you deserve, because you 
have despised my oath by breaking the covenant.  60 Yet I will remember the covenant I made 
with you in the days of your youth, and I will establish an everlasting covenant with you.  61 
Then you will remember your ways and be ashamed when you receive your sisters, both those 
who are older than you and those who are younger.  I will give them to you as daughters, but not 
on the basis of my covenant with you.  62 So I will establish my covenant with you, and you will 
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know that I am the LORD.  63 Then when I make atonement for you for all you have done, you 
will remember and be ashamed and never again open your mouth because of your humiliation, 
declares the Sovereign LORD.’”  (Ezekiel 16:1-2,30,49-50,59-63 )  [See Ezekiel 16:1-63] 
 
The word of the LORD came again unto me, saying, 2 Son of man, there were two women, the 
daughters of one mother:  3 And they committed whoredoms in Egypt; they committed 
whoredoms in their youth:  there were their breasts pressed, and there they bruised the teats of 
their virginity.  4 And the names of them were Aholah the elder, and Aholibah her sister:  and 
they were mine, and they bare sons and daughters.  Thus were their names; Samaria is Aholah, 
and Jerusalem Aholibah.…36 The LORD said moreover unto me; Son of man, wilt thou judge 
Aholah and Aholibah?  yea, declare unto them their abominations; 37 That they have committed 
adultery, and blood is in their hands, and with their idols have they committed adultery, and have 
also caused their sons, whom they bare unto me, to pass for them through the fire, to devour 
them.  38 Moreover this they have done unto me:  they have defiled my sanctuary in the same 
day, and have profaned my Sabbaths.  39 For when they had slain their children to their idols, 
then they came the same day into my sanctuary to profane it; and, lo, thus have they done in the 
midst of mine house.  40 And furthermore, that ye have sent for men to come from far, unto 
whom a messenger was sent; and, lo, they came:  for whom thou didst wash thyself, paintedst thy 
eyes, and deckedst thyself with ornaments.  41 And satest upon a stately bed, and a table 
prepared before it, whereupon thou hast set mine incense and mine oil.  42 And a voice of a 
multitude being at ease was with her:  and with the men of the common sort were brought 
Sabeans from the wilderness, which put bracelets upon her hands, and beautiful crowns upon 
their heads.  43 Then said I unto her that was old in adulteries, Will they now commit 
whoredoms with her, and she with them?  44 Yet they went in unto her, as they go in unto a 
woman that playeth the harlot:  so went they in unto Aholah and unto Aholibah, the lewd 
women. 
   45 And the righteous men, they shall judge them after the manner of adulteresses, and after the 
manner of women that shed blood; because they are adulteresses, and blood is in their hands.  46 
For thus saith the Lord GOD; I will bring up a company upon them, and will give them to be 
removed and spoiled.  47 And the company shall stone them with stones, and dispatch them with 
their swords; they shall slay their sons and their daughters, and burn up their houses with fire.  48  
Thus will I cause lewdness to cease out of the land, that all women may be taught not to do after 
your lewdness.  49 And they shall recompense your lewdness upon you, and ye shall bear the 
sins of your idols:  and ye shall know that I am the Lord GOD.  (Ezekiel 23:1-4,36-49 KJV)  
[See Ezekiel 23:5-35 and Ezekiel 19:1-14] 
 
Hear the word of the LORD, ye children of Israel:  for the LORD hath a controversy with the 
inhabitants of the land, because there is no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in the land.  
2 By swearing, and lying, and killing, and stealing, and committing adultery, they break out, and 
blood toucheth blood.  3 Therefore shall the land mourn, and every one that dwelleth therein 
shall languish, with the beasts of the field, and with the fowls of heaven; yea, the fishes of the sea 
also shall be taken away.  4 Yet let no man strive, nor reprove another:  for thy people are as 
they that strive with the priest.  5 Therefore shalt thou fall in the day, and the prophet also shall 
fall with thee in the night, and I will destroy thy mother.  (Hosea 4:1-5 KJV) 
 

Customs and Rules 
 

 Rules concerning female servants: 
 



Women in the Bible   103

Now these are the judgments which thou shalt set before them.  2 If thou buy a Hebrew servant, 
six years he shall serve:  and in the seventh he shall go out free for nothing.  3 If he came in by 
himself, he shall go out by himself:  if he were married, then his wife shall go out with him.  4 If 
his master have given him a wife, and she have born him sons or daughters; the wife and her 
children shall be her master’s, and he shall so out by himself.  5 And if the servant shall plainly 
say, I love my master, my wife, and my children; I will not go out free:  6 Then his master shall 
bring him unto the judges; he shall also bring him to the door, or unto the door post; and his 
master shall bore his ear though with an awl; and he shall serve him for ever. 
   7 And if a man sell his daughter to be a maidservant, she shall not go out as the menservants 
do.  8 If she please not her master, who hath betrothed her to himself, then shall he let her be 
redeemed:  to sell her unto a strange nation he shall have no power, seeing he hath dealt 
deceitfully with her.  9 And if he have betrothed her unto his son, he shall deal with her after the 
manner of daughters.  10 If he take him another wife; her food, her raiment, and her duty of 
marriage, shall he not diminish.  11 And if he do not these three unto her, then shall she go out 
free without money.  (Exodus 21:1-11 KJV) 

 
 Women are not to be injured: 
 
“If men who are fighting hit a pregnant woman and she gives birth prematurely but there is no 
serious injury, the offender must be fined whatever the woman’s husband demands and the court 
allows.  23 but if there is serious injury, you are to take life for life, 24 eye for eye, tooth for 
tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, 25 burn for burn, wound for wound, bruise for bruise.  
(Exodus 21:22-25)  [See Exodus 21:12-36 for other commandments concerning personal injury] 
 
 Seduction: 
 
“If a man seduces a virgin who is not pledged to be married and sleeps with her, he must pay the 
bride-price, and she shall be his wife.  17 If her father absolutely refuses to give her to him, he 
must still pay the bride-price for virgins.  (Exodus 22:16-17) 
 
 Sorcery:  
 
 “Do not allow a sorceress to live.  (Exodus 22:18) 
 
 Offerings: 
 
…Do not hold back offerings from your granaries or your vats…You must give me the firstborn 
of your sons.  30 Do the same with your cattle and your sheep.  Let them stay with their mothers 
for seven days, but give them to me on the eighth day.  (Exodus 22:29-30) 
 
 Sexual behavior: 
 
None of you shall approach to any that is near of kin to him, to uncover their nakedness:  I am 
the LORD.  7 The nakedness of thy father, or the nakedness of thy mother, shalt thou not 
uncover:  she is thy mother; thou shalt not uncover her nakedness.  8 The nakedness of thy 
father’s wife shalt thou not uncover:  it is thy father’s nakedness.  9 The nakedness of thy sister, 
the daughter of thy father, or daughter of thy mother, whether she be born at home, or born 
abroad, even their nakedness thou shalt not uncover.  10 The nakedness of thy son’s daughter, or 
of thy daughter’s daughter, even their nakedness thou shalt not uncover: for theirs is thine own 
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nakedness.  11 The nakedness of thy father’s wife’s daughter, begotten of thy father, she is thy 
sister, thou shalt not uncover her nakedness.  12 Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of they 
father’s sister:  she is thy father’s near kinswoman.  13 Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of 
thy mother’s sister:  for she is thy mother’s near kinswoman.  14 Thou shalt not uncover the 
nakedness of thy father’s brother, thou shalt not approach to his wife:  she is thine aunt.  15 Thou 
shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy daughter in law:  she is thy son’s wife, thou shalt not 
uncover her nakedness.  16 Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy brother’s wife:  it is thy 
brother’s nakedness.  17 Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of a woman and her daughter, or 
her daughter’s daughter, to uncover her nakedness;  for they are her near kinswomen:  it is 
wickedness.  18 Neither shalt thou take a wife to her sister, to vex her, to uncover her nakedness, 
beside the other in her life time.  19 Also thou shalt not approach unto a woman to uncover her 
nakedness, as long as she is put apart for her uncleanness.  20 Moreover thou shalt not lie 
carnally with thy neighbor’s wife, to defile thyself with her.  21 And thou shalt not let any of thy 
seed pass through the fire to Molech, neither shalt thou profane the name of thy God:  I am the 
LORD.  22 Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as with womankind:  it is abomination.  23 Neither 
shalt thou lie with any beast to defile thyself therewith:  neither shall any woman stand before a 
beast to lie down thereto:  it is confusion.  24 Defile not ye yourselves in any of these things:  for 
in all these the nations are defiled which I cast out before you:  25 And the land is defiled:  
therefore I do visit the iniquity thereof upon it, and the land itself vomiteth out her inhabitants.  
(Leviticus 18:6-25 KJV) 
 
And whosoever lieth carnally with a woman, that is a bondmaid, betrothed to an husband, and 
not at all redeemed, nor freedom given her; she shall be scourged; they shall not be put to death, 
because she was not free.  21 And he shall bring his trespass offering unto the LORD, unto the 
door of the tabernacle of the congregation, even a ram for a trespass offering.  (Leviticus 19:20-
21 KJV) 
 
Do not prostitute thy daughter, to cause her to be a whore; lest the land fall to whoredom, and the 
land become full of wickedness.  (Leviticus 19:29 KJV) 

 
If any man take a wife, and go in unto her, and hate her, 14 And give occasions of speech against 
her, and bring up an evil name upon her, and say, I took this woman, and when I came to her, I 
found her not a maid:  15 Then shall the father of the damsel, and her mother, take and bring 
forth the tokens of the damsel’s virginity unto the elders of the city in the gate:  16 And the 
damsel’s father shall say unto the elders, I gave my daughter unto this man to wife, and he hateth 
her; 17 And, lo, he hath given occasions of speech against her, saying, I found not thy daughter a 
maid; and yet these are the tokens of my daughter’s virginity.  And they shall spread the cloth 
before the elders of the city.  18 And the elders of that city shall take that man and chastise him; 
19 And they shall amerce him in an hundred shekels of silver, and give them unto the father of 
the damsel, because he hath brought up an evil name upon a virgin of Israel:  and she shall be his 
wife; he may not put her away all his days.  20 But if this thing be true, and the tokens of 
virginity be not found for the damsel:  21 Then they shall bring out the damsel to the door of her 
father’s house, and the men of her city shall stone her with stones that she die:  because she hath 
wrought folly in Israel, to play the whore in her father’s house:  so shalt thou put evil away from 
among you. 
   22 If a man be found lying with a woman married to an husband, then they shall both of them 
die, the man that lay with the woman, and the woman:  so shalt thou put away evil from Israel.   
23 If a damsel that is a virgin be betrothed unto an husband, and a man find her in the city, and 
lie with her; 24 Then ye shall bring them both out unto the gate of the city, and ye shall stone 
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them with stones that they die; the damsel, because she cried not, being in the city; and the man, 
because he hath humbled his neighbor’s wife:  so thou shalt put away evil from among you. 
   25 But if a man find a betrothed damsel in the field, and the man force her, and lie with her:  
then the man only that lay with her shall die:  26 But unto the damsel thou shalt do nothing; there 
is in the damsel no sin worthy of death:  for as when a man riseth against his neighbor, and 
slayeth him, even so is this matter.  27 For he found her in the field, and the betrothed damsel 
cried, and there was none to save her. 
   28 If a man find a damsel that is a virgin, which is not betrothed, and lay hold on her, and lie 
with her, and they be found; 29 Then the man that lay with her shall give unto the damsel’s 
father fifty shekels of silver, and she shall be his wife; because he hath humbled her, he may not 
put her away all his days. 
   30 A man shall not take his father’s wife, nor discover his father’s skirt.  (Deuteronomy 22:13-
30 KJV) 
 
 Wives potentially lead their husbands astray [See verse 17.  The remaining verses are 
included for context]: 
 
When you enter the land the LORD your God is giving you and have taken possession of it and 
settled in it, and you say, “Let us set a king over us like all the nations around us,” 15 be sure to 
appoint over you the king the LORD your God chooses.  He must be from among your own 
brothers.  Do not place a foreigner over you, one who is not a brother Israelite.  16 The king, 
moreover, must not acquire great numbers of horses for himself or make the people return to 
Egypt to get more of them, for the LORD has told you, “You are not to go back that way again.”  
17 He must not take many wives, or his heart will be led astray.  He must not accumulate large 
amounts of silver and gold. 
   18 When he takes the throne of his kingdom, he is to write for himself on a scroll a copy of this 
law, taken from that of the priests, who are Levites.  19 It is to be with him, and he is to read it 
all the days of his life so that he may learn to revere the LORD his God and follow carefully all 
the words of this law and these decrees 20 and not consider himself better than his brothers and 
turn from the law to the right or to the left.  Then he and his descendants will reign a long time 
over his kingdom in Israel.  (Deuteronomy 17:14-20) 
 
 Clothing: 
 
The woman shall not wear that which pertaineth unto a man, neither shall a man put on a 
woman’s garment:  for all that do so are abomination unto the LORD thy God.  (Deuteronomy 
22:5 KJV) 
 
 Menstruation as uncleaness: 
 
Again the word of the LORD came to me:  17 “Son of man, when the people of Israel were 
living in their own land, they defiled it by their conduct and their actions.  Their conduct was like 
a woman’s monthly uncleanness in my sight.  18 So I poured out my wrath on them because they 
had shed blood in the land and because they had defiled it with their idols.”  (Ezekiel 36:16-18) 
 
 Rules for priests: 
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Neither shall they take for their wives a widow, nor her that is put away:  but they shall take 
maidens of the seed of the house of Israel, or a widow that had a priest before.  (Ezekiel 44:22 
KJV) 
 

Principles 
 

 Honoring one’s word given to God: 
 
And Jephthah vowed a vow unto the Lord, and said, If thou shalt without fail deliver the children 
of Ammon into mine hands, 31 Then it shall be, that whatsoever cometh forth of the doors of my 
house to me, when I return in peace from the children of Ammon, shall surely be the Lord’s, and 
I will offer it up for a burnt offering.  32 So Jephthah passed over unto the children of Ammon to 
fight against them; and the Lord delivered them into his hands…34 And Jephthah came to 
Mizpeh unto this house, and, behold, his daughter came out to meet him with timbrels and with 
dances:  and she was his only child; beside her he had neither son nor daughter.  35 And it came 
to pass, when he saw her, that he rent his clothes, and said, Alas, my daughter! thou has brought 
me very low, and thou are one of them that trouble me:  for I have opened my mouth unto the 
Lord, and I cannot go back.  36 And she said unto him, My father, if thou hast opened thy mouth 
unto the Lord, do to me according to that which hath proceeded out of thy mouth; forasmuch as 
the Lord hath taken vengeance for thee of thine enemies, even of the children of Ammon.  37 
And she said unto her father, Let this thing be done for me:  let me alone two months, that I may 
go up and down upon the mountains, and bewail my virginity, I and my fellows.  38 And he said, 
Go.  And he sent her away for two months:  and she went with her companions, and bewailed her 
virginity upon the mountains.  39 And it came to pass at the end of two months, that she returned 
unto her father, who did with her according to his vow which he had vowed:  and she knew no 
man.  And it was a custom in Israel, 40 That the daughters of Israel went yearly to lament the 
daughter of Jephthah the Gileadite four days in a year.  (Judges 11:30-32,34-40 KJV) 
 
 A maiden looking to her mistress as analogous to our lifting our eyes to God: 
 
Unto thee lift I up mine eyes, O thou that dwellest in the heavens.  2 Behold, as the eyes of 
servants look unto the hand of their masters, and as the eyes of a maiden unto the hand of her 
mistress; so our eyes wait upon the LORD our God, until that he have mercy upon us.  3 Have 
mercy upon us. O LORD, have mercy upon us:  for we are exceedingly filled with contempt.  4 
Our soul is exceedingly filled with the scorning of those that are at ease and with the contempt of 
the proud.   (Psalm 123 KJV) 
 
 Women can follow the wrong path and lead others along with them: 
 
When wisdom entereth into thine heart, and knowledge is pleasant unto thy soul; 11 Discretion 
shall preserve thee, understanding shall keep thee:  12 To deliver thee from the way of the evil 
man, from the man that speaketh froward things; 13 Who leave the paths of uprightness, to walk 
in the ways of darkness; 14 Who rejoice to do evil, and delight in the frowardness of the wicked; 
15 Whose ways are crooked, and they froward in their paths:  16 To deliver thee from the strange 
woman, even from the stranger which flattereth with her words; 17 Which forsaketh the guide of 
her youth, and forgetteth the covenant of her God.  18 For her house inclineth unto death, and her 
paths unto the dead.  19 None that go unto her return again, neither take they hold of the paths of 
life.  20 That thou mayest walk in the way of good men, and keep the paths of the righteous.  21 
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The upright shall dwell in the land, and the perfect shall remain in it.  22 But the wicked shall be 
cut off from the earth, and the transgressors shall be rooted out of it.  (Proverbs 2:10-22 KJV) 
 
 Wisdom personified as female: 
 
My son, keep my words, and lay up my commandments with thee.  2 Keep my commandments, 
and live; and my law as the apple of thine eye.  3 Bind them upon thy fingers, write them upon 
the table of thine heart.  4 Say unto wisdom, Thou art my sister; and call understanding thy 
kinswoman:  5 That they may keep thee from the strange woman, from the stranger which 
flattereth with her words.  (Proverbs 7:1-6 KJV) 
 
 We are to be held accountable for obligations we make: 
 
Take the garment of one who puts up security for a stranger; hold it in pledge if he does it for a 
wayward woman.  (Proverbs 20:16) 
 
 The illusive way of a man courting a maiden: 
 
There be three things which are too wonderful for me, yea, four which I know not:  19 The way 
of an eagle in the air; the way of a serpent upon a rock; the way of a ship in the midst of the sea; 
the way of a man with a maid.  (Proverbs 30:18-19 KJV) 
 
 Disquieting things: 
 
For three things the earth is disquieted, and for four which it cannot bear:  22 For a servant when 
he reigneth; and a fool when he is filled with meat; 23 For an odious woman when she is 
married; and an handmaid that is heir to her mistress.  (Proverbs 30:21-22 KJV) 
 
 As children are not to strive with their parents, we are not to strive with God: 
 
Woe unto him that striveth with his Maker!  Let the potsherd strive with the potsherds of the 
earth.  Shall the clay say to him that fashioneth it, What makest thou?  or thy work, He hath no 
hands?  10 Woe unto him that saith unto his father, What begettest thou?  or to the woman, What 
hast thou brought forth?  (Isaiah 45:9-10 KJV)  [See Isaiah 45:1-25] 
 

God’s people as a woman forsaken and then redeemed: 
 
Sing, O barren, thou that didst not bear; break forth into singing, and cry aloud, thou that didst 
not travail with child:  for more are the children of the desolate than the children of the married 
wife, saith the LORD.  2 Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them stretch forth the curtains of 
thine habitations:  spare not, lengthen thy cords, and strengthen thy stakes.  3 For thou shalt 
break forth on the right hand and on the left; and thy seed shall inherit the Gentiles, and make the 
desolate cities to be inhabited.  4 Fear not; for thou shalt not be ashamed:  neither be thou 
confounded; for thou shalt not be put to shame: for thou shalt forget the shame of thy youth, and 
shalt not remember the reproach of thy widowhood any more.  5 For thy Maker is thine husband; 
the LORD of hosts is his name; and thy Redeemer the Holy One of Israel; The God of the whole 
earth shall he be called.  6 For the LORD hath called thee as a woman forsaken and grieved in 
spirit, and a wife of youth, when thou wast refused, saith thy God.  7 For a small moment have I 
forsaken thee; but with great mercies will I gather thee.  8 In a little wrath I hid my face from 
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thee for a moment; but with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the LORD thy 
Redeemer.  9 For this is as the waters of Noah unto me:  for as I have sworn the waters of Noah 
should no more go over the earth; so have I sworn that I would not be wroth with thee, nor 
rebuke thee.  (Isaiah 54 1-9 KJV) 
 
 Being cut off from God because of sins symbolized as a bill of divorcement 
 
Thus Saith the LORD, Where is the bill of your mother’s divorcement, whom I have put away?  
or which of my creditors is it to whom I have sold you?  Behold, for your iniquities have ye sold 
yourselves, and for your transgressions is your mother put away.  2 Wherefore, when I came, 
was there no man?  when I called, was there none to answer?  Is my hand shortened at all, that it 
cannot redeem?  or have I no power to deliver?  behold, at my rebuke I dry up the sea, I make the 
rivers a wilderness:  their fish stinketh, because there is no water, and dieth for thirst.  3 I clothe 
the heavens with blackness, and I make sackcloth their covering.  4 The Lord GOD hath given 
me the tongue of the learned, that I should know how to speak a word in season to him that is 
weary:  he wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the learned.  (Isaiah 
50:1-4 KJV) 
 
 Unfaithfulness of husband and wife as an analogy for unfaithfulness to God: 
 
They say, If a man put away his wife, and she go from him, and become another man’s, shall he 
return unto her again?  shall not that land be greatly polluted?  but thou hast played the harlot 
with many lovers; yet return again to me, saith the LORD.  2 Lift up thine eyes unto the high 
places and see where thou hast not been lain with.  In the ways hast thou sat for them, as the 
Arabian in the wilderness; and thou hast polluted the land with thy whoredoms and with they 
wickedness.  3 Therefore the showers have been withholden, and there hath been no latter rain; 
and thou hadst a whore’s forehead, thou refusedst to be ashamed.  4 Wilt thou not from this time 
cry unto me, My father, thou art the guide of my youth?  5 Will he reserve his anger for ever?  
will he keep it to the end?  Behold, thou hast spoken and done evil things as thou couldest…20 
Surely as a wife treacherously departeth from her husband, so have ye dealt treacherously with 
me, O house of Israel, saith the LORD.  21 A voice was heard upon the high places, weeping and 
supplications of the children of Israel:  for they have perverted their way, and they have 
forgotten the LORD their God.  22 Return, ye backsliding children, and I will heal your 
backslidings.  Behold, we come unto thee; for thou art the LORD our God.  23 Truly in vain is 
salvation hoped for from the hills, and from the multitude of mountains:  truly in the LORD our 
God is the salvation of Israel.  24 For shame hath devoured the labor of our fathers from our 
youth; their flocks and their herds, their sons and their daughters.  25 We lie down in our shame, 
and our confusion covereth us:  for we have sinned against the LORD our God, we and our 
fathers, from our youth even unto this day, and have not obeyed the voice of the LORD our God. 
(Jeremiah 3:1-5,20-25 KJV) 
 
How shall I pardon thee for this?  thy children have forsaken me, and sworn by them that are no 
gods:  when I had fed them to the full, they then committed adultery, and assembled themselves 
by troops in the harlots’ houses.  8 They were as fed horses in the morning:  every one neighed 
after his neighbor’s wife.  9 Shall I not visit for these things?  saith the LORD:  and shall not my 
soul be avenged on such a nation as this?  (Jeremiah 5:7-9 KJV) 
 
  The relationship between God and Israel symbolized by the relationship between 
Hosea and a harlot: 
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…And the LORD said to Hosea, Go, take unto thee a wife of whoredoms and children of 
whoredoms:  for the land hath committed great whoredom, departing from the LORD.  3 So he 
went and took Gomer the daughter of Diblaim; which conceived, and bare him a son.  (Hosea 
1:2-3 KJV) 
 
Then said the LORD unto me, Go yet, love a woman beloved of her friend, yet an adulteress, 
according to the love of the LORD toward the children of Israel, who look to other gods, and 
love flagons of wine.  2 So I bought her to me for fifteen pieces of silver, and for a homer of 
barley, and a half homer of barley:  3 And I said unto her, Thou shalt abide for me many days; 
thou shalt not play the harlot, and thou shalt not be for another man:  so will I also be for thee.  4 
For the children of Israel shall abide many days without a king, and without a prince, and 
without a sacrifice, and without an image, and without an ephod, and without teraphim:  5 
Afterward shall the children of Israel return, and seek the LORD their God, and David their king; 
and shall fear the LORD and his goodness in the latter days.  (Hosea 3:1-5 KJV) 
 
[For Israel personified as a harlot who is punished and restored, see Hosea 2:1-23] 
 
The word of the LORD came again unto me, saying, 2 Son of man, there were two women, the 
daughters of one mother:  3 And they committed whoredoms in Egypt; they committed 
whoredoms in their youth:  there were their breasts pressed, and there they bruised the teats of 
their virginity.  4 And the names of them were Aholah the elder, and Aholibah her sister:  and 
they were mine, and they bare sons and daughters.  Thus were their names; Samaria is Aholah, 
and Jerusalem Aholibah.…36 The LORD said moreover unto me; Son of man, wilt thou judge 
Aholah and Aholibah?  yea, declare unto them their abominations; 37 That they have committed 
adultery, and blood is in their hands, and with their idols have they committed adultery, and have 
also caused their sons, whom they bare unto me, to pass for them through the fire, to devour 
them.  38 Moreover this they have done unto me:  they have defiled my sanctuary in the same 
day, and have profaned my Sabbaths.  39 For when they had slain their children to their idols, 
then they came the same day into my sanctuary to profane it; and, lo, thus have they done in the 
midst of mine house.  40 And furthermore, that ye have sent for men to come from far, unto 
whom a messenger was sent; and, lo, they came:  for whom thou didst wash thyself, paintedst thy 
eyes, and deckedst thyself with ornaments.  41 And satest upon a stately bed, and a table 
prepared before it, whereupon thou hast set mine incense and mine oil.  42 And a voice of a 
multitude being at ease was with her:  and with the men of the common sort were brought 
Sabeans from the wilderness, which put bracelets upon her hands, and beautiful crowns upon 
their heads.  43 Then said I unto her that was old in adulteries, Will they now commit 
whoredoms with her, and she with them?  44 Yet they went in unto her, as they go in unto a 
woman that playeth the harlot:  so went they in unto Aholah and unto Aholibah, the lewd 
women. 
   45 And the righteous men, they shall judge them after the manner of adulteresses, and after the 
manner of women that shed blood; because they are adulteresses, and blood is in their hands.  46 
For thus saith the Lord GOD; I will bring up a company upon them, and will give them to be 
removed and spoiled.  47 And the company shall stone them with stones, and dispatch them with 
their swords; they shall slay their sons and their daughters, and burn up their houses with fire.  48 
Thus will I cause lewdness to cease out of the land, that all women may be taught not to do after 
your lewdness.  49 And they shall recompense your lewdness upon you, and ye shall bear the 
sins of your idols:  and ye shall know that I am the Lord GOD.  (Ezekiel 23:1-4,36-49 KJV)  
[See Ezekiel 23:5-35 and Ezekiel 19:1-14] 



Women in the Bible   110

 
 The joy we find in Jesus as analogous to the joy of a mother at childbirth: 
 
Then said some of his disciples among themselves, What is this that he saith unto us, A little 
while, and ye shall not see me:  and again, a little while, and ye shall see me:  and, Because I go 
to the Father?  18 They said therefore, What is this that he saith, A little while?  we cannot tell 
what he saith.  19 Now Jesus knew that they were desirous to ask him, and said unto them, Do ye 
enquire among yourselves of that I said, A little while, and ye shall not see me and again, a little 
while, and ye shall see me?  20 Verily, verily, I say unto you, That ye shall weep and lament, but 
the world shall rejoice:  and ye shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned into joy.  21 A 
woman when she is in travail hath sorrow, because her hour is come: but as soon as she is 
delivered of the child, she remembereth no more the anguish, for joy that a man is born into the 
world.  22 And ye now therefore have sorrow:  but I will see you again, and your heart shall 
rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you.  (John 16:17-22 KJV)  [See also John 16:1-16] 
 
 A just man: 
 
But if a man be just, and do that which is lawful and right, 6 And hath not eaten upon the 
mountains, neither hath lifted up his eyes to the idols of the house of Israel, neither hath defiled 
his neighbor’s wife, neither hath come near to a menstruous woman, 7 And hath not oppressed 
any, but hath restored to the debtor his pledge, hath spoiled none by violence, hath given his 
bread to the hungry, and hath covered the naked with a garment; 8 He that hath not given forth 
upon usury, neither hath taken any increase, that hath withdrawn his hand from iniquity, hath 
executed true judgment between man and man.  9 Hath walked in my statutes, and hath kept my 
judgments, to deal truly; he is just, he shall surely live, saith the Lord GOD.  (Ezekiel 18:5-9 
KJV) 
 
 Those who have been forgiven little love little: 
 
And one of the Pharisees desired him that he would eat with him.  And he went into the 
Pharisee’s house, and sat down to meat.  37 And, behold, a woman in the city, which was a 
sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at meat in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster box of 
ointment.  38 And stood at this feet behind him weeping, and began to wash his feet with tears, 
and did wipe them with the hairs of her head, and kissed his feet, and anointed them with the 
ointment.  39 Now when the Pharisee which had bidden him saw it, he spake within himself, 
saying, This man, if he were a prophet, would have known who and what manner of woman this 
is that toucheth him:  for she is a sinner.  40 And Jesus answering said unto him, Simon, I have 
somewhat to say unto thee.  And he saith, Master, say on.  41 There was a certain creditor which 
had two debtors:  the one owed five hundred pence, and the other fifty.  42 And when they had 
nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them both.  Tell me therefore, which of them will love him 
most?  43 Simon answered and said, I suppose that he, to whom he forgave most.  And he said 
unto him, Thou hast rightly judged.  44 And he turned to the woman, and said unto Simon, Seest 
thou this woman?  I entered into thine house, thou gavest me no water for my feet:  but she hath 
washed my feet with tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her head.  45 Thou gavest me no 
kiss:  but this woman since the time I came in hath not ceased to kiss my feet.  46 My head with 
oil thou didst not anoint:  but this woman hath anointed my feet with ointment.  47 Wherefore I 
say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much:  but to whom little is 
forgiven, the same loveth little.  48 And he said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven.  49 And they 
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that sat at meat with him began to say within themselves, Who is this that forgiveth sins also?  50 
And he said to the woman, Thy faith hath saved thee; go in peace.  [Luke 7:36-50 KJV] 
 
  Put first things first: 
 
Can a maid forget her ornaments, or a bride her attire?  yet my people have forgotten me days 
without number.  (Jeremiah 2:32 KJV) 
 
And it came to pass, as he spake these things, a certain woman of the company lifted up her 
voice, and said unto him, Blessed is the womb that bare thee, and the pips which thou hast 
sucked.  28 But he said, Yea rather, blessed are they that hear the word of God, and keep it.  
(Luke 11:27-28 KJV) 
 
And when one of them that sat at meat with him heard these things, he said unto him, Blessed is 
he that shall eat bread in the kingdom of God.  16 Then said he unto him, A certain man made a 
great supper, and bade many:  17 And sent his servant at supper time to say to them that were 
bidden, Come; for all things are now ready.  18 And they all with one consent began to make 
excuse.  The first said unto him, I have bought a piece of ground, and I must needs go and see it:  
I pray thee have me excused.  19 And another said, I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to 
prove them:  I pray thee have me excused.  20 And another said, I have married a wife, and 
therefore I cannot come.  21 So that servant came, and shewed his lord these things.  Then the 
master of the house being angry said to his servant, Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of 
the city, and bring in hither the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, and the blind.  22 And the 
servant said, Lord, it is done as thou hast commanded, and yet there is room.  23 And the lord 
said unto the servant, Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my 
house may be filled.  24 For I say unto you, That none of those men which were bidden shall 
taste of my supper. 
   25And there went great multitudes with him:  and he turned, and said unto them, 26 If any man 
come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sister, 
yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple.  27 And whosoever doth not bear his cross, 
and come after me, cannot be my disciple.  28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, 
sitteth not down first, and counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient to finish it?  29 Lest 
haply, after he hath laid the foundation, and is not able to finish it, all that behold it begin to 
mock him, 30 Saying, This man began to build, and was not able to finish.  31 Or what king, 
going to make war against another king, sitteth not down first, and consulteth whether he be able 
with ten thousand to meet him that cometh against him with twenty thousand?  32 Or else, while 
the other is yet a great way off, he sendeth an ambassage, and desireth conditions of peace.  33   
34 Salt is good:  but if the salt have lost his savor, wherewith shall it be seasoned?  35 It is 
neither fit for the land, nor yet for the dunghill; but men cast it out.  He that hath ears to hear, let 
him hear.  (Luke 14:15-35 KJV)  [Note that both male and female relatives receive equal 
attention.] 
 
 Seeking the lost: 
 
Either what woman having ten pieces of silver, if she lose one piece, doth not light a candle, and 
sweep the house, and seek diligently till she find it?  9 And when she hath found it, she calleth 
her friends and her neighbors together, saying, Rejoice with me; for I have found the piece 
which I had lost.  10 Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God 
over one sinner that repenteth.  (Luke 15:8-10 KJV) 
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 Neither females nor males are to be abused: 
 
Then Peter said unto him, Lord, speakest thou this parable unto us, or even to all?  42 And the 
Lord said, Who then is that faithful and wise steward, whom his lord shall make ruler over his 
household, to give them their portion of meat in due season?  43 Blessed is that servant, whom 
his lord when he cometh shall find so doing.  44 Of a truth I say unto you, that he will make him 
ruler over all that he hath.  45 But and if that servant say in his heart, My lord delayeth his 
coming; and shall begin to beat the menservants and maidens, and to eat and drink, and to be 
drunken; 46 The lord of that servant will come in a day when he looketh not for him, and at an 
hour when he is not aware, and will cut him in sunder, and will appoint him his portion with the 
unbelievers.  47 And that servant, which knew his lord’s will, and prepared not himself, neither 
did according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes.  48 But he that knew not, and did 
commit things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes.  For unto whomsoever much is 
given, of him shall be much required:  and to whom men have committed much, of him they will 
ask the more.  (Luke 12:41-48 KJV)  [See Luke 12:13-40) 
 
 Teachings of Paul, an illustration from marriage: 
 
Do you not know, brothers—for I am speaking to men who know the law—that the law has 
authority over a man only so long as he lives?  2 For example, by law a married woman is bound 
to her husband as long as he is alive, but if her husband dies, she is released from the law of 
marriage.  3 So then, if she marries another man while her husband is still alive, she is called an 
adulteress.  But if her husband dies, she is released from that law and is not an adulteress, even 
though she married another man. 
   4 So, my brothers, you also died to the law through the body of Christ, that you might belong 
to another, to him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit to God.  5 For 
when we were controlled by the sinful nature, the sinful passions aroused by the law were at 
work in our bodies, so that we bore fruit for death.  6 but now, by dying to what once bound us, 
we have been released from the law so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit, and not in the 
old way of the written code.  (Romans 7:1-6) 
 
 The Father’s sons and daughters are to separate themselves from unbelievers: 
 
Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers for what fellowship hath righteousness with 
unrighteousness?  and what communion hath light with darkness?  15 And what concord hath 
Christ with Belial?  or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel?  16 And what agreement 
hath the temple of God with idols?  for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I 
will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.  17 
Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the 
unclean thing; and I will receive you, 18 And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons 
and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.  (2 Corinthians 6:14-18 KJV) 
 
 Giving birth as an as an illustration of extreme suffering: 
 
But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you.  2 For 
yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.  3 For when 
they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a 
woman with child; and they shall not escape.  4 But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that 
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day should overtake you as a thief.  5 Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day:  
we are not of the night, nor of darkness.  6 Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us 
watch and be sober.  7 For they that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are 
drunken in the night.  8 But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of 
faith and love; and for an helmet, the hope of salvation.  (1 Thessalonians 5:1-8 KJV) 
 
 We are to help our brothers and sisters:  a lesson about works: 
 
If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, 16 And one of you say unto them, 
Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things which 
are needful to the body; what doth it profit?  17 Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being 
alone.  (James 2:15-17 KJV)  [See James 2:14-26] 
 
 A letter from John the apostle to a lady: 
 
The elder unto the elect lady and her children, whom I love in the truth; and not I only, but also 
all they that have known the truth; 2 For the truth’s sake, which dwelleth in us, and shall be with 
us for ever.  3 Grace be with you, mercy, and peace, from God the Father, and from the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love.  4 I rejoiced greatly that I found of thy 
children walking in truth, as we have received a commandment from the Father.  5 And now I 
beseech thee, lady, not as though I wrote a new commandment unto thee, but that which we had 
from the beginning, that we love one another.  6 And this is love, that we walk after his 
commandments.  This is the commandment, That, as ye have heard from the beginning, ye 
should walk in it.  7 For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus 
Christ is come in the flesh.  This is a deceiver and an antichrist.  8 Look to yourselves, that we 
lose not those things which we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward.  9 Whosoever 
transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God.  He that abideth in the 
doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son.  10 If there come any unto you, and bring 
not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him Godspeed.  11 For he that 
biddeth him Godspeed is partaker of his evil deeds.  12 Having many things to write unto you, I 
would not write with paper and ink:  but I trust to come unto you, and speak face to face, that our 
joy may be full.  13 The children of thy elect sister greet thee.  Amen.  (2 John 1-13 KJV) 
 
 
 


